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Combining explicitness and classifying performance via MIDOVA lossless
representation for qualitative datasets

Martine Cadot
Université de Nancy/LORIA,
Département Informatique
Nancy - France
Martine.Cadot@Iloria.fr

Abstract—Basically, MIDOVA (Multidimensional Interaction
Differential of Variability) lists the relevant combinations of K
boolean variables in a datatable, giving rise to an appropriate
expansion of the original set of variables, and well-fitted to a
number of data mining tasks. MIDOVA takes into account the
presence as well as the absence of items. The building of level-k
itemsets starting from level-k-1 ones relies on the concept of
residue, which entails the potential of an itemset to create
higher-order non-trivial associations — unlike Apriori method,
bound to count the sole presence of itemsets and exposed to the
combinatorial explosion. We assess the value of our
representation by presenting an application to three well-
known classification tasks: the resulting success proves that
our objective of extracting the relevant interactions hidden in
the data, and only these ones, has been hit.

Keywords-symbolic discrimination; variable interaction;
machine learning; classification; non-linear discrimination;
user comprehensibility; feature construction; feature selection;
itemset extraction

l. INTRODUCTION

We introduce here a novel representation of an
observation x variable datatable with binary modalities. This
representation aims at enlightening the interactions between
variables hidden in the data. It takes into account the
negative as well as positive modalities of the variables, and
eliminates redundancy, since it lists the only itemsets
necessary and sufficient for reconstituting the data.

In order to assess the validity and usability of such a
representation, we present an application of it to
classification tasks on a few well-known test datasets. It must
be clear that the main subject of this paper is not another
classification method, which should be systematically
assessed against the best existing ones on a broad variety of
datasets: our success on a small number of classification
tasks is nothing but a sufficient clue for arguing that the
proposed representation is useful in many data mining
applications, whether supervised (e.g., classification) or not
(e.g., data-driven modeling).

We depart here from the two main research lines in data
mining:

- the statistical line relies on correlations, covariances or
contingency tables for assessing the two-by-two relations
between variables, and generally ignores the interactions of
rank three or more.

Alain Lelu
Université de Franche-Comté/LASELDI
LORIA
Nancy - France
Alain.Lelu@univ-fcomte.fr

- the symbolic line (knowledge discovery) is bound to
extract frequent itemsets or association rules in sparse
datatables, which restrains it in practice to enlighten the sole
interactions between positive modalities of the variables, and
results in an excessive accumulation of logical conjunctions
needing empirical frequency thresholds.

In contrast, our method 1) takes into account the 2M
facets of each order-N relation, including negative modalities
when necessary, 2) self-limits the number and nature of the
extracted relations to the ones necessary and sufficient for
reconstituting the whole datatable, up to a permutation of the
observations.

The assessment of a new data representation is far from
being trivial: it is widely agreed that unsupervised data
representations are difficult to assess. In our case an extra
difficulty lies in the fact that few people use and interpret
order-3 and higher interactions discovered in an
unsupervised framework. Using a supervised one is thus a
way for us to circumvent this limitation. This is why we have
decided to feed a classic and well-known machine learning
method (Naive Bayes) with extra data issued from our
MIDOVA representation of the datatable as is now exposed.

The illustrative objective of this paper is to present a
proof-of-concept solution for a problem of ever-growing
importance for software industry: in the framework of
discrimination tasks, when facing massive and mostly
qualitative data as it becomes common now, there is a
growing need to explicit the reasons underlying a given
discrimination, i.e., to uncover the variables or combination
of variables intervening in the discrimination function.

The core principle of Support Vector Machines is that
classification performance is increased by increasing the
dimensionality of the representation space in which the
discrimination task has to be performed, and not by reducing
it. This paradox is explained by the concept of interaction:
two (or more) variables may not have the same effect as each
one separately. In particular the combination of two (or
more) variables may impact the target variable, while none
of these variables would do that individually. This principle
inspired us for setting up an enlarged data-space in
classification problems involving binary variables, for the
time being: our aim is to detect all the order-k interactions,
so as to select those involving the target variable. We will
show below that the number of combinations to consider is
tractable: 1) this number is intrinsically limited by the

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



number of described entities (or “cases”, “individuals”,
“observations”) in the data, 2) at the k-th level, it is far
below the number of theoretical combinations — as k
increases, it decreases abruptly after its initial growth phase.
Our solution has been briefly exposed yet in DBKDA 2010
[1]. As subtle combinatorics considerations are to be
developed, we will take more pages here, and thoroughly
examine all the facets of our solution considering a single toy
example. Let us turn now to our main topic.

For supervised classification tasks, the main criterion is
the overall classification performance, i.e., best generalizing
power. In this regard, it is widely admitted that kernel
Support Vector Machines [2] have outperformed their
competitors. But in many application areas, the explicitness
of the discrimination function is also a major criterion:
kernel SVMs are blackboxes not akin to “explain” their
decisions. The “kernel trick” is a powerful by-pass for
computation costs, but at the expense of turning the decision
process blind. This is a big concern in domains with life-
threatening issues, such as medical or military ones. It is
impossible to let a machine take (or suggest) such decisions
of vital importance without explaining why, i.e., without
clarifying what variables or combination of variables are
involved in each specific decision-making.

In this respect, many other classification methods,
whether linear as Naive Bayes [3] or Fisher discrimination
[2], or non-linear, such as Rule-based Classifiers [4] or
Learning Classifier Systems [5], are explicit: they display (or
may display) the (possibly weighted) list of variables or
combinations of them leading to their classification decision.

Our objective is to meet both criteria of explicitness and
performance, restricted here to the case of Boolean variables
(i.e., qualitative variables with two modalities, True and
False, noted by a and & for the variable a). The solution we
propose consists of expanding the original variables with
Boolean conjunctions of these ones. This idea has yet been
worked out [6] in the framework of the Apriori method for
extracting frequent itemsets [7]. Let us recall that an
“itemset” as defined in Apriori is an unordered list of
variables, its “support” is the number of co-occurrences of
these variables in the dataset, and if the support exceeds a
given threshold, the itemset is said “frequent”. In this paper,
we will deepen the presentation of our MIDOVA method,
first described in French in [8], then in English in DBKDA
2010 [1]. As it is an unsupervised information extraction
method, we will assess its performance applying it to
supervised machine learning tasks, and comparing its results
to the best published ones. The excellent classification
performance obtained is mainly due to the conjunction of its
original features, among which: it takes into account
negative modalities as well as positive ones, it replaces the
straightforward support criterion of Apriori-like methods by
our “residue” criterion, detailed below.

First we will present the MIDOVA representation of a
datatable: its context and motivation, its general and core
principles, and an overview of the algorithm and its pseudo-
code expression. Then we will detail the whole MIDOVA
process on a toy dataset. At last the experimental section will
present the application of MIDOVA expansion to the most
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basic discrimination problem: 2 classes and qualitative data,
taken out of the UCI repository. Conclusions will be drawn,
as well as perspectives.

II.  MIDOVA REPRESENTATION

After some generalities on MIDOVA, the reader will be
presented a small example illustrating the essential concepts
of component of an itemset, degree of freedom, support,
residue and gain. We will insist on the concept of variation
interval and illustrate it by Venn diagrams. We will confirm
that MIDOVA uncovers the two clusters we had placed in
our dataset. At the end we will develop some quantitative
assessments of MIDOVA, especially in comparison to
Apriori.

A. Context of the MIDOVA representation

We consider the case of a relation R between two sets, a
set S of n individuals (or instances) s; (1<i<n), and a set V of
p binary variables (or variables) v;(1<j<p). For example the
individuals are patients in a hospital, and the (dichotomous)
variables are the symptoms they experience, or not. Or the
individuals are clients of a supermarket, and the variables are
the products they are akin to buy, or not.

A first way to represent these data is as a list of lists: the
lists of symptoms experienced by each patient, or the lists of
commaodities bought by each client, i.e., a set of sales slips.
The second representation is more appropriate for reasoning:
a Boolean matrix with n rows and p columns, and value 1 at
the crossing of row i and column j if the individual
experiences the symptom, or else the value 0. It is well
known that these two representations are equivalent, the first
one being a generally compact form of the second (as it gets
rid of the zero values). The datasets illustrating our method
are formatted as Boolean matrices.

We will propose a third representation, which is a set of
itemsets. This representation is rooted in the extension of the
statistical concept of contingency table between two
variables a and b, to the concept of “contingency hyper-
table” between more than two variables. The classic
contingency table includes values in the four cells describing
how the total number n of individuals distributes respectively
along the four crossings of a and b (i.e.,, the counts of
individuals who simultaneously satisfy a and b, a and b, a
and b, a and b). Note that the first count is the support of
itemset ab. In the same way, the three-way contingency table
(between three variables) will be a cube with eight cells, and
the appending of one more variable doubles the number of
cells where the individuals distribute. As the sum of these
cells is n, their content is smaller and smaller, and empty
cells are more and more common. We call components of
our k-itemsets (itemsets of length k, i.e with k variables) the
cells of the k-way contingency table. Note that our definition
of an itemset is more general than the one generally
accepted, in that it includes all the cells of the contingency
table, and not the sole “True, True, ...True” one. Note also
that we have started from the 2-way contingency table,
which is the most common one, by increasing the dimension,
but for the sake of generality we also define the 1-way
contingency tables for the 1-itemsets, i.e., with only one
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variable and the empty itemset of 2", which we will admit
being satisfied for all the individuals.

B. Principles for building the MIDOVA representation

The core principle of MIDOVA is based on the
properties of contingency tables, which can be extended to
hyper-tables. They are expressed in terms of marginal totals
and degrees of freedom.

1) Marginal totals and degrees of freedom

The sums of all the counts corresponding to a variable,
e.g., a in a k-way contingency table are the exact counts of
the (k-1)-way contingency tables with all variables except a.
For example, in Figure 2, Row 2, the first 2-way contingency
table corresponds to variables a and b, with four counts (3
individuals who verify a and b, 4 who verify a but not b, 2
who verify b and not a, 6 who verify nor a nor b). In its right-
hand column, marginal totals are the two counts of a (7
individuals who verify a, 8 who do not verify a), the same as
those written in the 1-way table of a (Figure 2, Row 1). In
the bottom row of this 2-way table, the marginal totals are
the two counts of b (5, 10) also written in the 1-way table b.
In other words, the marginal sums are forcing the counts in
the cells of the table, restraining the “freedom” of their
contents.
The concept of “degrees of freedom” embeds the number of
cells whose content may be fixed independently from the
others — within limits we will express below. In our case of
Boolean variables, the degree of freedom of each hyper-
table is equal to one because all counts can be written as an
algebraic expression of x (where x is the count of some
fixed cell),and of the marginal values (see Figure 1 and
Figure 2, and details of calculations in Section C).

2) MIDOVA indicators

In the previous paragraph, we have seen that the values
of the cells of a K-way contingency table (i.e., the
components of a K-itemset), are all linked to the value x of a
single cell (i.e., to a single component) and to marginal
values (i.e., to components of its sub-itemsets) by means of
simple algebraic expressions. At step k-1, the x value is
unknown, but it is possible to obtain its variation interval,
i.e., its different values. For example, for itemset ab in Figure
1, the variation interval of x is [2 ; 7], and for itemset abc in
Figure 2, the variation interval of x is [1; 2] (for details of
calculations, see Section C; for an interpretation of the
variation interval see Section F 4).

Three useful properties of itemsets are ensuing (their
proofs are in [8].)

e The variation intervals of the all components of a k-
itemset are entirely determined by the components of
its (k-1)-itemsets.

e The components of a k-itemset all have the same
amplitude noted L, “liberty”.

e L isanon-increasing function of k.

We define two parameters: 1) Mr, the “MIDOVA-

residue”, equal to 2%'e, where e is the gap (i.e., absolute
difference) between the support and the closest bound of its
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variation interval, 2) Mg, the “MIDOVA-gain”, which is
proportional to the difference between the support s and the
center ¢ of its variation interval, Mg=2""(s-c). Let us recall
that the support is the content of the “True True...True” cell
corresponding to the case of values of variables all equal to
1.

Mr is a non-negative integer, which cannot exceed the
value n/2 where n is the total number of subjects When the
residue Mr of a k-itemset is zero, it remains no more liberties
(L=0) for the k’-itemsets (where k’>k) including the same
variables. This frozen situation stops their computation. This
k-itemset is interesting in that it corresponds to an exact
relation between all its variables. Its sub-itemsets may be
also interesting: they correspond to relations between fewer
variables, thus more general, but these relations are not
exact, and have a number of counter-examples which
increases with Mr.

Mg is an integer that takes values between —n/2 and n/2.
If the gain Mg of a k-itemset is zero, the relation between the
k variables can be rigorously deduced from the lower-level
relations between k-1 variables. In the opposite case, the
greater the absolute value of Mg, the larger the
unexpectedness in this relation, and the more interesting it is.
If its value is positive, the appended variable increases the
relation between the previous variables, and decreases it
otherwise.

C. Illlustration of the MIDOVA principles

At the left of Figure 1, we have represented the 0-way
contingency table corresponding to the O-itemset, with O
variable, always true, and the 1l-way contingency tables
respectively corresponding to the 1-itemsets a (true for 7
subjects) and b (true for 5 subjects), with the total n in the
marginal cell. The 2-way contingency table corresponding
to the 2-itemset ab is displayed at the right-hand part of the
Figure 1. The components of itemset a are in the marginal
column and the component of itemset b in the marginal row,
and among the four cells of the table, only one cell can be
affected independently of the other cells. We have chosen the
cell corresponding of the number of individuals who satisfy a
but not b, and the unknown number X is written in this cell.

b b Tat.
1 a | 3 |Taot b | b |Tat a | T-x % 7
[71e]1s [s m] s 7 [8-(10-0 104 8

Tat. 5 0 | 15

Figure 1. Expression of the 4 components of itemset ab given a, b and the
total n

The other counts of the table are relative to x and the four
marginal sums, their algebraic expression can be easily
derived. For example, as the sum of the two cells in the first
line is 7 (in blue, in the marginal column of the 2-way table,
and in the first column of the 1-way table of 1-itemset a,
which indicates that 7 subjects verify a), the number of
subjects who verify a and b is 7-x. In the same way, as
Column 2 contains two cells, which total is 10 (in red, in the
marginal row of the 2-way table, and in the second column
of the 1-way table of 1-itemset b), and as the cell in the first

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



row contains x, the second cell contains 10-x. And the value
of the last cell derives by difference between the total of
Row 2 (8, bold and blue) and the content (10-x) of the other
cell of Row 2.

n a | @ Tot b | b Tot c |t Tot
150 |5 )]s [ 7 8] s
b b Tat c ¢ Tot ¢t Tot
a3 4 7 a5 | 2 7 b [2 ] 3 5
a2 B 8 a |2 6| 8 b|5 5|10
Tot. 5 10| 15 Tot. 7 8 158 Tot. 7 | 8 158
b b Tot.
¢ c© Tot C c Tot c
a |l 3-x | x| 3| 4-(2-%) 2-x |45 |2
7 2303 2 |6-5-2005-020| 6 | 2 | &
Tot. | 2 3 5] 5

Figure 2. Expression of the 8 components of itemset abc given ab, ac, bc,
a, b, cand n (a=v2, b=v4, c=v3 from Table 1)

.The value of x can vary between 2 and 7 because the
four counts of the 2-way table (7-X, X, x-2 and 10-x) must be
non negative. It follows that the liberty of the ab itemset is
L=7-2=5. In Figure 2, we have the same items a and b, the ab
itemset has been fixed (x=4), and a new item c has been
added, with ac and bc itemsets, which are all known through
their tables. The abc itemset is unknown, but the eight counts
of the 3-way table in the third row depend on the value of x
and on the marginal sums. It may be observed that the value
of x is between 1 (as x-1, which is the count of individuals
satisfying b and c but not a, cannot be negative) and 2 (as 2-
X, which is the count of individuals satisfying a but neither b
nor ¢, may not be negative), and so is L=2-1=1 for the abc
itemset. For the sequence of itemsets a, ab, abc, the
corresponding sequence of the L values of liberty is 15, 5, 1.

The computation of Mr and Mg for the abc itemset is
developed in Section F.4: in the case of x=1, the three
variables a, b, c are equivalent to the variables v2, v4, v3 of
the Table |

D. Representation of a MIDOVA sequence

When one knows the count of a unique cell per each
contingency table (there are 2° such tables), it is enough for
reconstructing the whole relation R. To this special role we
will assign by convention the cell where all variables are set
to 1, corresponding to the support of the itemset. For
example in Figure 2 the relation between a, b, ¢ is wholly
defined, if x=1, by: @(15), a(7), b(5), c(7), ab(3), ac(5),
bc(2), abe(2).

Generally (and fortunately), not all itemsets appear in the
MIDOVA representation. As soon as an itemset is frozen
(Mr=0), no following itemset is set up (i.e if abc is frozen, no
abcd, abce, abcde, ..., itemset will ensue). When the grand
total n distributes among the 2 cells of a k-way contingency
table and n<2*, then one cell at least is empty, and no more-
than-k-dimensional table will be created. The maximum
order of a component of R will be logy(n)+1.
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E. MIDOVA algorithm

The MIDOVA algorithm is a levelwise algorithm,
derived from the Apriori one [7]. The major difference
between our algorithm and the Apriori one is our criterion of
positive Mr allowing to enlarge a k-itemset into a k+1-
itemset, instead of a support exceeding a threshold. In our
algorithm, we have added (through the function
“conditions™) the possibility of saving the only itemsets with
a support, and/or a gain and/or a residue greater than given
thresholds. The description of MIDOVA algorithm
comprises 3 parts: the variables, the functions and the main
procedure.

1) Variables

- V: list of the variable headings in lexicographic order

- M : boolean matrix of the relation R

- LO: empty list

- e:elementofa list

itl : k-association, i.e., list of k variable headings in lexicographic order
with their 2 components (number of individuals in each cell)

it2 : the same as it1, with lenqth k+1

it0 : empty association

k : lenqth of the associations at the current step

I: global list of the Midova-oriented representation, accompanied for
each association with its heading and other measures computes from its
components

L1 : list of associations built at step k

L2 : sub-list of associations saved for the k+1 step

- Mr : Midova residue

Possible_follow_up is a boolean variable, true if it is possible to extract
in L2 an association built upon association itl

2) Functions

conditions(it) : boolean function ; true if association it checks up the
conditions specified by the user, for example thresholds of support,
gain and/or residue, computed starting from the components of the
association.

append(l, it) adds the it association to I, keeping just the heading and
the sole part of information issued from the components wanted by the
application designer, e.g., support, gain, residue.

parc_L2(it, k, j) boolean function; true if the heading of the j"
association in the L2 list next to it has the same (k-1) first elements as
the it heading.

create_it(M, i) builds an association starting from its heading and its
list of components computed from M.

succ(L2, itl, j) identifies the successor of itl located j slots further in
the L2 list.

extract(it2) extracts the (k-1)-subassociations in the heading of it2
except the two fisrt ; e.g : extract(“abdf”) yields the list [“adf”, “bdf”]

rech_co_L2(M, itl, k, j) tests the grouping of the k- association itl
with the k-association it3 positioned j slots further in the L2 list. It
yields the it2 heading by appending the last variable of it3 heading to
the list of variables of the it1 heading. It checks then whether any sub-
association included in it2 exists in L2. If not, the computed
association is void. Else it creates the it2 association appending to its
heading the values of its 2 components computed from M.
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Pseudo-code for rech_co_L 2 function
rech_co_L2(M, itl, k, j)

it3=succ(L2, it1, j)
it2=concat(intit(it2),intit(it3)[K])
succeed=True
list_it&extract(it2)
it3=succ(L 2, it3,1)
foritin liste_it do
while not(it3=it0) and (it3<it) do
it3=succ(L 2, it3,1)
end
if not(it=it4) then
succeed=False

return it0
end
end
it2&create_it(M, it2)
return it2

3) Main procedure

Pseudo-code for generating the MIDOVA representation
#lnitialisation :
K&€1;1€L0;L1€<L0;L2< L0
foreinV do

it & create_it(M, e)

L1< L1+it
end
foreinLldo

If conditions(e) then append(l, e) end

If Mr(e)>0then L2 € L2 + e end
end

#further steps
while not (L2 = LO) do
k€ k+l,L1€LO
foritlinL2do
j€1
Possible_follow_up < parc_L2(it1, k, j)
while Possible_follow_up do
it2 €rech_co_L2(M, itl, k, j)
if not(it2=it0) then L1 < L1 +it2 End
jEj+l
Possible_follow_up < parc_L2(it1, k, j)
end
end
L2 < L0
foreinL1do
If conditions(e) then append (1, €) end
If Mr(e)>0then L2 € L2 +eend
end
end

F. Running MIDOVA on a toy dataset

We illustrate here the whole MIDOVA operation line on
a small example of dataset, extending from the raw matrix
representation, to the interpretation of the final MIDOVA
results. For the sake of clarity, we take a simpler example
than the partial one presented in the above subsection. Table
1 displays our artificial dataset, showing the Boolean values
of 15 subjects s1, s2, ..., s15 for 10 variables v1, v2,..., v10.
One may read, for example, that for the subject s2, 5
variables upon 10, i.e., v1, v2, v3, v4 and v9, are true; or that
the variable v6 is true for 4 subjects upon 15, i.e., s10, s12,
s14 and s15.
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TABLE 1. BOOLEAN TABLE OF 15 SUBJECTS (E.G.,.PATIENTS)AND 10

VARIABLES (E.G., SYMPTOMS)
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1) Scrutinizing a few 2-itemsets

The link between two variables is akin to be more or less
pronounced, spanning from a complete opposition to a
complete similarity through a complete unrelatedness. We
exemplify below these three situations of respectively: 1)
opposition, or contradiction, 2) linkage, or attraction 3)
independence, or lack of connectedness.

The itemset A={v4 ; v6}

- includes two variables, thus its length k is 2.

- As the variable v4 is true for the five subjects s1, s2, s4, s9
and s13, it appears that no subject satisfying v6 belongs to
this list, thus the support of A is zero.

- Its support could have been 1, 2, 3 or 4, but not further,
depending on the possible number or common subjects.
The variation interval of the support of A is therefore [0 ;
4], with a lower bound b;,=0 and an upper bound bg,,=4.

- As seen above, its residue is a function of the gap
(absolute value of the difference) between its actual
support and the closest bound; in this case, Mr=2%*(s-bj,)
and its value is zero since s= bj,s =0.

- Its gain is a function of the difference between its actual
support and the center of the variation interval (c=2),
Mg=2"(s-c), i.e., -4.

This itemset is interesting in that it sheds light on an
opposition between v4 and v6: the subjects who satisfy v4 do
not satisfy v6, and vice-versa. This is precisely the type of
knowledge we try to mine out of the data. But its super-
itemsets {v1, v4, v6}, {v2, v4, v6}, ..., {v10, v4, v6} are
uninteresting: no need to return to Table 1 to conclude that
their supports are zero, this conclusion proceeds from the
zero support of A. We call A afrozen itemset for it does not
generate super-itemsets carrying an extra knowledge, out of
its own contribution. The zero value of the residue points at
this frozen situation.

The itemset B={v6, v7} is true for 4 subjects, those who
satisfy v6; v7 is true for these 4 subjects and two other ones,
s5 and s13. Its support is 4 and its variation interval is [0; 4]
as above. As the support equals the lower bound, the residue
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Mr of B appears to be zero and the gain Mg is 4. B bears
interesting information, i.e., all the subjects for which v6 is
true satisfy also v7. This can be also expressed by the
association rule v6->v7 whose confidence is 100%. Its
super-itemsets are uninteresting: no need to return to Table 1
for delineating the subjects who satisfy the 3-itemset {v6; v7;
v}, they are exactly those satisfying {v6; v9}. The itemset
B is frozen, as pointed out by its zero residue.

The itemset C={v6, v9} is true for 2 subjects, s14 and
s15, sharing both variables, while v6 and v9 are respectively
true for 4 and 5 subjects. The variation interval of this
itemset is again [0; 4], but the support s=2 of C is now
central in the interval, which corresponds to a residue of
value 4 and a gain of 0. This zero gain shows that the relation
between v6 and v9 is uninteresting. Conversely, as Mr is
greater than zero, this itemset is not frozen, and one has to
consider its derived and possibly interesting super-itemsets.

2) MIDOVA selection of the k-itemsets

The MIDOVA algorithm works level-wise, which means
that once established, the level-k itemsets are combined for
deriving the level-(k+1) ones. A level-(k+1) itemset needs
k+1 level-k itemsets. In this way the 3-itemset {v2, v3, v4}
derives from the three 2-itemsets {v2, v3}, {v2, v4} and {v3,
v4}.

- Level 1: the 1-itemsets, made of a single variable,
are generated ; there are ten of them.

- Level 2: the 1-itemsets are combined by twos for
creating the 2-itemsets. For generating the sole
knowledge-carrying 2-itemsets, the 1-itemsets with
non-zero residues are selected, which eliminates
the two variables v1, true for all the subjects, and
v10, true for none of them (their residues are zero,
and their respective gains are 7.5 and -7.5). In this
way 28 2-itemsets are to be processed instead of the
45 ones when keeping vl and v10. Considering
these 28 itemsets, 8 are frozen (Mr=0), among
which 7 have zero support and gains between -6
and -4, and one has support and gain values of 4.
They won’t contribute to build the upper levels, but
as their gain values are important, they are left apart
for the final interpretation step. The 20 remaining
2-itemsets are kept for building the next levels.
Four of them have a zero gain, the others spread
from -4 to 3.

- Level 3: The 20 2-itemsets with Mr£0 are
combined by threes for building the 3-itemsets,
yielding 22 of them, among which only three have a
non-zero residue; therefore, this sole number
prevents building any 4-itemsets. Their gain values
are zero. Among the remaining 19 with a zero
residue, two only have a non-zero gain, i.e., {v2,
v3, v4} with a support of 2 and a gain value of 2,
and {v2, v3, v5} with a support of 2 and a gain
value of -2.

In this way we have built the wholeness of the k-itemsets
akin to provide pieces of information about the dataset.
Throughout three steps, 10, 28 and 22 itemsets respectively
have been considered, summing up to 60 (see Annex).
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Among these ones, those taken into account for building the
ones at the next k+1 level amounts to respectively 8, 20 and
3; those with non-zero gain have been 10, 24 and 2,
establishing in this way a total of 26 interesting relations
between variables (out of the trivial 1-itemsets).

3) Differences between MIDOVA algorithm and Apriori-
like ones
In Table II, the wholeness of the 1023 k-itemsets (k>0)
potentially built starting from the data are split up and
counted in reference to the zero value, or not, of their
residues and gains. They yield from the MIDOVA process
parameterized without any residue threshold instead of the
threshold value 1 assigned above. There are then as many
k-itemsets as combinations of variables, i.e., 1024=2", The
first itemset is the void one, which includes no variable, and
is true for 15 subjects — it has been taken out from the
itemset list as a trivial and uninteresting one. The last one is
the « full » itemset which includes all the variables, but is
true for no subject. The 26 interesting itemsets are
emphasized in boldface, so as to point out the efficiency of
our algorithm compared to a brute force one who would
examine the 1023 itemsets. It is noticeable that, in the scope
of a fair comparison between the Apriori algorithm and ours,
Apriori should be considered as such: its efficiency follows
from the sole principle of applying a threshold to the
supports, an option we have discarded in order to retain the
itemsets with zero supports, as these ones mostly points to
interesting opposition relations. Moreover, 7 itemsets out of
the selected 26 ones have a zero support.

TABLE II. How THE 1023 ITEMSETS EXHAUSTIVELY ISSUED FROM
TABLE 1 DISTRIBUTE AS REGARDS TO THE VALUE ZERO OR NOT OF THEIR
MR AND MG INDICES.

Number of k-itemsets

k 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10| Total

Mr=0 Mg=0 17 115 210 252 210 120 45 10 1 | 980
Mg#0 |2 8 2 12

Total | 2 25 117 210 252 210 120 45 10 1 | 992

Mr>0 | Mg=0 4 3 7
Mg#0 | 8 16 24

Total [ 8 20 3 31
Total 10 45 120 210 252 210 120 45 10 1 |1023

Going on with the subject line of enlightening the
differences between our principles and Apriori’s, we have
shown in Figures 3 an 4 how do interesting itemsets rise or
not in both methods, starting from the exhaustive 1023
itemsets:

- The 623 firsts, lexically ranked for each increasing value
of k (1<k<6: 45 2-itemsets, 120 3-itemsets, 210 4-itemsets,
252 5-itemsets).

- The remaining ones (k>=6) have zero-valued supports,
residues and gains.

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org




In both figures, the x axis indicates the rank of the
itemset according to the above-mentioned ordering, and the
dotted line visually recalls the number k.

OFRPNWAHMOUUO N
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Figure 3. Residues of all k-itemsets of Table I.

In Figure 3, the y axis specifically stands for the
MIDOVA residues, in order to enlighten how soon our
algorithm locates the « no-future » value of k, thus how soon
the algorithm is stopped.

T T T T T T
7 100 200 300 400 500 600

Figure 4. Interesting k-itemsets of Table 1, mined with MIDOV A or

Apriori (with threshold 0)

In Figure 4, the y axis stands for the support and gains of
the successive itemsets. It visually jumps out that 1) gain and
support measure totally different phenomena, 2) MIDOVA
does detect the strong gain values that clearly stands out as
grouped for the small values of k. These two features explain
both the good performance of MIDOVA, able to detect the
wholeness of the interesting itemsets, and only these ones,
including those with zero support, and its relative efficiency,
compared to Apriori parameterized with a zero support
threshold.

More precisely, one may read in Table 111 that among the
627-528=99 k-itemsets extracted by MIDOVA or Apriori
with zero threshold, only 19 of them (17 2-itemsets and 2
3-itemsets) are simultaneously selected by the two methods —
and the number of common items would still decrease using
Apriori with a threshold. This confirms that the 26 inter-
variable relations mined out from the Table I are different by
nature from those issued from the Apriori family algorithms.
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TABLE III. How THE 627 K-ITEMSETS (1<K <6) ISSUED FROM TABLE 1
DISTRIBUTE, ACCORDING TO ZERO OR NON-ZERO VALUES OF SUPPORTS AND
GAINS
supp>s ||gain|>g0 | 2 3 4 5 | Total
support=0 Mg=0 9 82 189 248| 528

Mg#0 7 7
supportzo | Mg=0 | 12 36 21 4 | 73

Mg#0 | 17 2 19

Total 45 120 210 252 | 627

As we have already interpreted the meaning of three
examples of 2-itemsets, we now interpret the only two
interesting relations between 3 variables.

4) Interpreting the 3-itemsets with non-zero gain

Let us examine first the itemset D={v2, v3, v4}. In
Figure 5 a Venn diagram shows how the 15 subjects
distribute among the three variables v2, v3 and v4. In this
ensemblist layout, the subjects are splitted in 8 parts
according to their values of the three considered variables.
For example s7 and s11 are in the segment of v3 exterior to
v2 and v4, as their values for v3 are 1, whereas they are zero
for v2 and v4. In the same way the sl and s2 subjects lie in
the central part common to the three variables, as their values
are 1 for all of them. Thus the support of the itemset D is 2.

Figure 5. Venn diagram of the {v2, v3, v4} itemset.

The variation interval of the support can be found by
trying to modify the support of D without modifying the
supports of its component 2-itemsets. This can be done by
moving the subjects from one area to another one: the only
possible configuration is shown in Figure 6.

A AN

Figure 6. Transfer of 4 subjects of the {v2, v3, v4} itemset: the
movements are drawn in the left-hand figure, resulting in the right-hand
configuration.

In the left part of Figure 6, blue arrows indicate the
authorized movements of the subjects (starting from a yellow
area, where the number of negative variables is even, to a
white one). As far as each support of the 2- and 1-itemsets
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includes as much yellow areas as white ones (one each for
the 2-itemsets and two for the 1-itemsets), their values are
kept unchanged. For example the sub-itemset {v2, v3},
which included at the left a white area with 3 subjects and a
yellow one with 2, now includes at the right a white area of 4
and a yellow one of 1, while its support stays the same
(5=3+2=4+1) — obeying a kind of conservation principle, so
to speak. The sub-itemset {v2}, which included two white
areas with 1 and 3 subjects, and two yellow ones with 1 and
2 subjects, now includes two white ones with 2 and 4, and
two yellow ones with with 0 and 1, whereas its support keeps
constant (7=(1+3)+(1+2)=(2+4)+(0+1)). Implementing these
changes of the variation interval can be done by just
modifying the four values in the datatable. This can be done
in different ways, one of which is displayed in Figure 7. In
the left-hand part of the table the values of Figure 1 are
reproduced, and the values to be changed for decreasing the
support of D from 2 to 1 are highlighted in yellow; at the
right-hand part of the table, these values have been modified.

Figure 6 shows the only possibility for the variation of
the D itemset subjected to the stability conditions of the
supports of its sub-itemsets. It follows that the variation
interval of its support is [1; 2], of center 1.5 and gain
Mg=2""(s-c)= 2%(2-1.5)=2, which points out a tight relation
between v2, v3 and v4, relatively to the three underlying 2-
relations, i.e., (v2 and v3, v2 and v4, v3 and v4).

W2 W03 W04 W2 W03 W04
sO1f 1 1 1 o 1 1
sz 1 1 1 1 1 1
s03| 1 1. 0 1. 1. 0
sO4| 1 0 1 1 0 1
05 10 0 1 1 0
sOs| 1 10 1. 1.0
07 0 1 0 o o a
sOg| 1 1 0 1. 1. 0
s08) 0 0 1 1 0 1
si0| 0 0 0 o o o
s 0 1. 0 o 1. 0
121 0 0 0 o o a0
s3] 0 0 1 o o 1
si4) 0 0 0 o o a0
sla[ 0O 0 0 0 o 0

Figure 7. An example of modification of 4 subjects of the {v2, v3, v4}
itemset for implementing the changes in Figure 6.

The second 3-itemset with non-zero gain is E={v2, v3,
v5}, which Venn diagram is shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8. Venn diagram of the {v2, v3, v5} itemset.
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In the same way Figure 9 shows the only way to move
subjects in order to modify the support of E without
modifying the supports of its component 2-itemsets, which
yields a variation interval [2; 3] for the support, and thus a
gain of -2 expressing a loosening of the link between the 3
variables v2, v3 and v5.

Figure 9. Transfer of 4 subjects of the {v2, v3, v5} itemset: the
movements are drawn in the left-hand figure, resulting in the right-hand
configuration.

5) Global interpretation

The reader may probably have observed that our example
data had a special structure: apart from v1, always true, and
V2, never true, the variables v2 to v5 mainly characterize the
subjects s1 to s9, and so do the variables v6 to v9 for the
subjects s10 to s15. This fact explains why the k-itemsets
with non-zero gain extracted by MIDOVA are quasi-
exclusively of order 2, because the dominant structure in the
table is an opposition between two subject clusters. In this
framework, the 2-itemsets that link the variables
characterizing one cluster are mainly endowed with a high
positive gain, whereas those linking two variables from
different clusters tend to have highly negative gains, while
being mostly characterized by a zero support. We can
conclude that MIDOVA has uncovered the knowledge that
had been incorporated in the data, i.e., the existence of two
contrasting clusters, a bit blurred with some noise.

G. Performance assessment of MiDOVA vs. Apriori

TABLE IV. NUMBER OF ITEMSETS AS A FONCTION OF 1) THEIR
LENGTH, 2) THE ALGORITHM (WBC DATASET, FROM UCI REPOSITORY)

MIDOVA with all MIDOVA with

variables class: benign
k Apriori Mr=0 Mr>0 Total | Mr=0 Mr>0 Total
2 4095 1652 2443 4095 23 66 89
3 121485 | 23750 7931 31681 | 1119 368 1487
4 2672670 | 12134 1174 13308 | 762 83 845
5 46504458 186 0 186 18 0 18
6| 666563898 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 8,09 E+9

Tot. 2,48 E+27 | 37722 11548 49270 | 1922 517 2439

As an example, we have performed MIDOVA and
Apriori on the UCI test-data Wisconsin Breast Cancer
(WBC) [9; 10]. This test set comprises ten categorical
variables, among which the target variable with the Benign /
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Malignant modalities, 8 with ten modalities and 1 with 9
modalities; all these were translated into 91 dichotomous
variables, observed for 699 individuals. In Table IV the
length of itemsets is in the first column; in the second and
third ones are displayed the number of itemsets obtained
with Apriori and MIDOVA respectively, with threshold 0,
separating those with zero residue, the others, and those who
include the target variable with value = Benign.

The Apriori algorithm vyields 4095 2-itemsets (see
Table 1V), which are all the possible combinations of these
91 variables 2 by 2; MIDOVA too because none of these 91
variables could be eliminated, by default of zero residue
value. However more than a third of these 4095 itemsets
(1652) have a zero residue, and are thus eliminated from the
list of itemsets grounding the building of 3-itemsets. At next
step (k=3) the number of itemsets grows significantly
(31681, ie. 7.7 times more than at step 2), but much lesser
than with Apriori (29.7 times more than at step 2). Among
the 3-itemsets generated by MIDOVA, a large proportion has
a zero residue (23 750, i.e., more than 70%). From step 3 to
step 4 the number of itemsets is multiplied by 22 with
Apriori, 0.42 with MIDOVA (see Figure 10). At step 5, 186
itemsets are kept by MIDOVA, all of them with a zero
residue, which explains that no itemset of length>5 exists, at
the same time when the number of itemsets keeps growing
exponentially in Apriori. At last, 1922 itemsets have been
kept as candidate variables (“expansion” of the original ones)
for predicting the benign target modality.

30 - pg,

25 -

-® - APriori

20 -

15 -

Coefficient

10 -

o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Itemset length

Figure 10. Multipliers for the number of itemsets — an Apriori and
MIDOVA comparison (WBC dataset, from UCI repository)

In this way, only a minor part of the 49 270 components
of the MIDOVA decomposition is used for the classification
task, i.e., the most relevant itemsets in this respect: the ones
with Mr=0, Mg#0 and including the label variable C, thus
expressing the tightest relationship with this variable. We
will take advantage of this observation in next section I1I.

H. Effectiveness of MIDOVA

When no threshold support is applied, the maximum
complexity at level 2 is O(Ns, Nv*), where Ns and Nv are the
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number of subjects and variables respectively. The
complexity at the further levels depends heavily on the
presence or not of interactions, and their distribution along
the successive levels. For example, a structure of simple
clusters, i.e., “blocks”, mainly results in 2-itemsets, with few
higher-order ones. It is the case in our toy example in
subsection F, where the only two order-three itemsets may
be considered as random noise.

We are aware that many enhancements of the Apriori
algorithm have been published since [7]. However these
variants do not change, to our knowledge, the basic
principles at work, and could also be applied for increasing
the efficiency of MIDOVA - this prospect is one of our
current interests.

I1l.  NAIVE BAYES CLASSIFICATION OF THE EXPANDED
DATATABLE

We address now the application of MIDOVA to the
classification problem. For the sake of simplicity we will
tackle the 2-class problem. The class variable C is thus a
binary one, and its modality is known for each observation of
the learning set. As MIDOVA gives a complete view of how
any variable is related to the other ones, C included, we have
applied it to the learning set and we have selected the only
subset of k-itemsets involving C with 0-valued residue, and
extracted their O-valued components (corresponding to the
cells of count O in the k-way contingency table). Each
component results in a new variable, product of the values 0
or 1 of its variables (except C). We call “MIDOVA
expansion” the set of components and “MIDOV A-expanded
datatable” the datatable with the new variables.

For the sake of simplicity again we will use the most
basic classification approach, i.e., the Naive Bayes method
This approach poses the hypothesis of independent variables,
i.e., the log-odd for a data-vector to belong to class C is the
sum of the contributions from priors and separate
contributions from each of the variables.

Which translates, in our specific case of two classes C
and -C and binary components of data-vectors x={x}:

e For each variable i the contribution s; writes:
si = log(P(xi|C)) — log(P(x; |=C))

e For anew data-vector
Evidence(x) = log(P(C)) — log(P(=C)) + <x,s> (1)

where P(.) is a probability, and <.,.> is a dot product.

Our parameter tuning heuristics for optimizing the
generalization accuracy criterion, i.e., error percentage, (or
F-score variant if necessary) is as follows:

e 0 - We start from the MIDOV A-expanded datatable,
whose number of variables depends on our threshold
parameters for the gain Mg and residue Mr indices,
generally Mg>0, Mr=0.

e 1 - A first pass on the training set yields the ordered
list of variables most contributing to the
classification, sorted by decreasing s;i unsigned
values.
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e 2 — A 5-fold (or 6-fold) cross-validation on the
training set yields the “optimal cut” lopt for the
number of relevant variables.

e 3 — A last pass on the whole training set, with
parameter lopt, yields the optimal value for the
evidence threshold Eopt.

e 4 — The test set is then classified with formula (1)
and parameters lopt and Eopt.

V. EXPERIMENTS

To our knowledge, public access test sets fitting to our
requirements of qualitative datasets - binary or categorical —
with two classes are uncommon. We present here a
benchmarking of our classification method on three UCI
repository dataset, All records containing unknown values
have been removed. [9, 10, 11]: Tic-Tac-Toe, Wisconsin
Breast Cancer, and Monks-2 [12] (known to be the most
difficult of the three Monks problems).

As our aim in this paper consists in assessing the
soundness of a novel data decomposition, and not in
presenting a competitive learning algorithm, we have not
tried to assess our MIDOVA application on the many other
public access test sets with a k-class output variable (k>2),or
with numerical attributes to discretize. This way we avoid 1)
further uncertainties in the comparisons due to the
discretization steps, and 2) reprogramming other reference,
or highly successful, methods, in our present proof-of-
concept phase.

A. Tic-Tac-Toe

We have encoded the nine 3-category nominal variables
(empty / cross / circle) into 27 binary variables, plus 2 binary
variables for the class variable (“win/loose™). 638 instances
are in the train set, 320 in the test set. The cross begins the
game, and has to play when the given configuration instance
appears.

The MIDOVA expansion yields 102 components, each
including C or -C (i.e., non C), with Mg>0 and Mr=0.

After reordering these variables, the Naive Bayes
parameter tuning, with a 6-fold cross-validation, keeps the
lopt=32 most relevant ones, with threshold Eopt=.8716,
resulting in the maximum, but yet attained, accuracy of
100% on the test set.

Note that a variant with 5-fold cross-validation results in
2 test errors (Accuracy=99.37%), and another one with
lopt=100 results in 3 errors (Accuracy=99.06%).

Our method allows us to interpret the ordered list of the
relevant itemsets: for example, the 4 top ones, with a
prominent gain index of 168, encode the four diagonal
patterns (O,X,0) and (X,0,X) associated with “loose” (the
latter configuration is included in 68 instances, 42 “loose”
and 26 “win”); the next 6 ones, with a gain of 144, encodes
the trivial cases of three circles aligned in a row or a column,
also associated with “loose”, and so on...

B. Wisconsin Breast cancer

This dataset consists in 683 patients (train set: 455; test
set: 228) described along 9 ordinal scales. Eight of the scales
have ten values, and one has nine ones.
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For the sake of not losing the orderliness information, we
have encoded each of the nine variables as follows: the i"
value is encoded by i “1” and 10-i “0” (for example, V1-3
resultsin{1110000000}).

The MIDOVA expansion on these 89 binary variables
yields 1283 components, each including C or -C, with Mg>0
and Mr=0.

After reordering these variables, the Naive Bayes
parameter tuning, with a 5-fold cross-validation, keeps the
lopt=130 most relevant ones, with threshold Eopt=.3189,
resulting in the maximum, not yet attained by explicit
methods to the best of our knowledge, accuracy of 98.24%
on the test set (4 errors). The recent reference [13] reports a
99.63% accuracy using a blind method (Artificial
Metaplasticity Multilayer Perceptron)

Note that a variant with a standard binary coding scheme
results in 5 errors (Accuracy=.9781).

Like any rule-based method, ours allows a medical expert
to interpret the ordered list of the relevant itemsets, which
top elements are:

Malignant—V2.5,V4.2
Malignant—V2.5V7.4
Malignant—V2.5,V4.3
Malignant—V6.4 V4.2
Malignant—V2.6,V4.2
Malignant—V6.8,V7.4
Malignant—V2.5V7.5

C. Monks-2

Monks? is the harder of the three Monks problems: the
solution cannot be described simply as a conjunction of
disjunctions, it needs a method for pulling the concept of
“exact number (n) of variables with value 1 amongst m
ones” out of sample data.

We have encoded the six 3 nominal variables into 19
binary variables, plus 2 binary variables for the class variable
(“two features/else™). 169 instances are in the train set, 432
in the test set.

The MIDOVA expansion yields 99 components, each
including C or =C, with Mg>0 and Mr=0.

After reordering these variables, the Naive Bayes
parameter tuning, with a 5-fold cross-validation, keeps all of
the lopt=99 of them, with threshold Eopt=1.6994, resulting
in the honorable accuracy of 71.5% on the test set: in the
review [12], 9 symbolic learning techniques upon 24 result
in a clearly better score. We are aware of only one SVM
method [14] resulting in a better score (85.3%)..

Our method is clearly adapted to detecting classification
rules expressed as conjunctions of disjunctions, not to more
sophisticated hypotheses. But our experience is that this
ability is enough for most of the real-life problems in the
domain of supervised learning.

V. RELATED METHODS

Since the very beginning of this paper, we have
continuously compared our method to Apriori: let us recall
that our main objective here is to expose a novel
representation of a 0/1 database, made of “salient” itemsets,
close to the representation issued from Apriori, but with a
very different definition of “salient”.

Malignant—V3.5,V6.4,V7.4
Malignant—V3.5,V7.5

Benign—V2.5,vV3.4

Benign—V1.4,V6.4 V7.4
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First, we will summarize the main similarities:

- Both are levelwise methods, starting from order-1
itemsets for building order-2, order-3, ...ones.

- Both aim at extracting the “local” information
embedded in the interactions between two and more
variables, resulting in a representation far from the global
“datacloud” scheme of most of the data analysis methods.

- Both use anti-monotone properties: as regards to
Apriori, the support of an itemset never exceeds the support
of its subsets; concerning MIDOVA, the residue of an
itemset never exceeds the residue of its subsets.

Then, the main differences are as follows:

-An implicit hypothesis needed by Apriori for giving rise
to tractable computations is that each instance has a
description of a “pick-any” type: it consists of a small
number of items picked among a large number of potential
ones, as it is the case for “market basket” data or language
data — hence itemsets never include absent items in real-life
applications. On the contrary MIDOVA is well-fit for any
type of boolean data, whether pick-any or not, for it takes
symmetrically into account both presence or absence of an
item.

- The general principle of both methods are different:
Apriori  operates by counting the occurrences of
combinations of the items, while MIDOVA condenses the 2
facets of the huge K-way contingency table implicitly
defined by any N x K boolean datatable into a list of its
essential facets, where essential means “necessary and
sufficient for rebuilding the datatable”.

- Both aim at minimizing the number of extracted
itemsets, but Apriori uses frequency thresholds, while
MIDOVA uses other criteria, preserving the cases where
interesting itemsets may be unfrequent, if not absent (it is the
case of the XOR function, and more generally of situations
of exclusiveness — in a medical context, to characterize
health may be as important as characterizing illness; see the
benign/malignant example above).

- As a stopping criterion, Apriori uses support thresholds,
while MIDOVA uses “residue”, a rigorous measure of the
association potential of a considered itemset.

As regard to the illustrative part of our paper, which
concerns the classification problem, we will review a few
families of methods close to our classification scheme:

- The principles of the Association Rule-based Classifiers
are as follows: 1) they start, as we do, from a Boolean matrix
including the target variable, 2) they mine all the high-
confidence association rules with a single variable in the
right part — we use our novel MIDOVA process instead, 3)
they filter the only rules implying the target variable, as we
do, 4) they implement a rule-ordering strategy, generally
based on support and confidence, instead of our Naive
Bayes-based expansion/selection process. The Large Bayes
method of [6] is a salient reference in the 90’s. The
references [15] and [4] report maximal accuracy rates of
respectively 93.95% and 95.1% on WBC data, 92.6% and
98.2% on Tic-Tac-Toe, and no results on the Monks
problems. Harmony [16] has taken over in the 2000’s. It uses
an instance-centric rule generation framework where the
ordering of local rule lists is based on confidence, entropy or
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correlation criteria. At the end of the process and for each
class, these lists are merged and sorted by the chosen
criterion: when an unknown test instance is presented, the
sums of the criterion for the k first relevant rules in each
class are computed and compared, determining then the
presumed class label. The recent reference [17] reports a
95.85% Harmony score for WBC data, and 97.98 for TTT. It
presents a general scheme close to ours: the authors first
create new features (based on frequency criteria, unlike ours)
for expanding the data, then they use classic learning
methods, among which Naive Bayes, for the classification
task. Their results with and without their “Feature Creation”
(FC) expansion are reported in the recapitulative Table V.
Learning Classifier Systems (LCS) [5] are not as close to
our method as it could seem at first glance: these incremental
data-streaming algorithms use genetic optimization for the
selection of best-fitted classification rules. This problem
being harder than our batch-processing objective, no surprise
that a 95,5% accuracy has been reported on WBC data [18].

TABLE V. REPORTED ACCURACIES FORWISCONSIN BREAST
a
CANCER, TICTACTOE AND MONKS2 DATASETS (' : REPORTED IN [17])

WBC TTT Monks2
Method
a a
Naive Bayes | 97.88 | 68.47 67.0
a a
Naive Bayes + FC | 96.59 79.72 na
a a
Harmony | 95.85 97.98 n.a.
(CBA (Classification Based on
Associations) 93.95 92.6 n.a
GARC (Gain based Association Rule
Classification) 94.8 100.0 n.a
LCS (Learning Classifier System) 95.5 n.a n.a
Naive Bayes + MIDOVA | 98.24 100.0 715
Maximum reported performance with
blind methods 99.58 100.0 85.3

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND PERSPECTIVES

We have presented in this text a novel representation
scheme for qualitative data sets: a list of frequent and
infrequent itemsets condensing all the noticeable, non-trivial
information embedded in the interactions between Boolean
variables. We have shown that this list is far less prone to the
combinatorial explosion than the one resulting from the
Apriori algorithm and that the maximum order of the
interesting itemsets is limited to log,N+1, N being the
number of instances in the database.

For proving the quality of this representation, we have
decided to put it into practice in a supervised framework, in
which a quantitative assessment is possible, specifically in
the framework of the two-class discrimination problem. For
this purpose, we have selected the subset of itemsets related
to the class variable, resulting in an expanded datatable. We
have chosen the Naive Bayes classification method for
providing the explicit discrimination criterion we wished and
assess the quality of our data expansion.
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The results on three open-access test datasets are
satisfactory:we have proven on two test datasets (WBC and
Tic-Tac-Toe) that, as a matter of accuracy performance, our
derived classification method could compete with SVMs,
while reaching the same human readability of the results as
Learning Classifier Systems or Classification Association
Rules. Honorable results were obtained on the Monks2
problem, which is an artificial test bench for general artificial
intelligence.

Apart from developing non-supervised applications of
our representation method, such as data-driven modeling, our
middle-term prospects are many in the machine learning
domain:

e Classify more than two classes and include splits on
numerical variables, which could multiply our
possible test benches, and outline more precisely the
qualities and limits of our approach; we already
know that on the Monks-2 dataset, our performance
is good, but not excellent.

e Scale-up the implementation of our algorithm, for
tackling real-life problems.

e Use another selection and classification method as
Naive Bayes, if necessary.

e Increase our theoretical understanding of the
method, and bridge the gap with statistical learning
approaches.
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ANNEX

For the sake of comparability with other methods: K-itemsets extracted by MIDOV A out of the data in Table 1

k: #_items k-itemset Support  Gain Residue Frozen? Interesting ? Interaction sign

1 {v0o1} 15 7.5 0 *

1 {v02} 7 -05 7

1 {v03} 7 -05 7

1 {v0o4} 5 -25 5

1 {v05} 6 -15 6

1 {v06} 4 -35 4

1 {vOo7} 6 -15 6

1 {v08} 4 -35 4

1 {v09} 5 -25 5

1 {v10} 0 -75 0 *

2 {v02; v03} 5 3 4 * +
2 {v02; v04} 3 1 4 * +
2 {v02; v05} 4 2 4 * +
2 {v02; v06} 0 -4 0 * * -
2 {v02; v07} 1 -4 2 * -
2 {v02; v08} 1 -2 2 * -
2 {v02; v09} 1 -3 2 * -
2 {v03; v04} 2 -1 4 * -
2 {v03; v05} 3 0 6

2 {v03; v06} 0 -4 0 * * -
2 {v03; v07} 0 -6 0 * * -
2 {v03; v08} 2 0 4

2 {v03; v09} 2 -1 4 * -
2 {v04; v05} 3 1 4 * +
2 {v04; v06} 0 -4 0 * * -
2 {v04; v07} 1 -3 2 * -
2 {v04; v08} 1 -2 2 * -
2 {v04; v09} 2 -1 4 * -
2 {v05; v06} 0 -4 0 * * -
2 {v05; v07} 1 -4 2 * -
2 {v05; v08} 0 -4 0 * * -
2 {v05; v09} 0 -5 0 * * -
2 {v06; v0O7} 4 4 0 * * +
2 {v06; v0O8} 1 -2 2 * -
2 {v06; v09} 2 0 4

2 {v07; v08} 2 0 4

2 {v07; v09} 3 1 4 * +
2 {v08; v09} 3 2 2 * +
3 {v02; v03; v04} 2 2 0 * * +
3 {v02; v03; v05} 2 -2 0 * * -
3 {v02; v03; v08} 1 0 0 *

3 {v02; v03; v09} 1 0 0 *

3 {v02; v04; v05} 2 0 4
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Abstract— for testing automatically generated C compiler fo
embedded systems on simulator, it iS necessary toave
corresponding support in the simulator itself. Testhg programs
written in C very often use I/O operations. This furctionality can
not be achieved without support of the C library. Hence the
simulator must provide the interface for calling the functions of
the operation system it runs on. In this paper, weprovide a
method that enables running of programs, which usdunctions
from the standard C library. After the implementation of this
approach we are able to use the function providedybthe C
library with limitations given by the hardware. Mor eover we add
the overview of the testing system, which is used bur project.
The system allows testing hardware and also softwargart of the
project.

Keywords - Porting of a library, C library, compiler testing,
simulation, hardware/software codesign, Codasip.

|. INTRODUCTION

This article is closely related to the paper [1bimhed at
the ICCGI 2011. It will discuss the problematicteéting of
the automatically generated compiler more closeli},focus
on all major stages of compiler generation andegtirig of the
stages.
(commercialized under the
www.codasip.com) is hardware software codesign aeeho
test not just the software part but also the hardpart.

One goal of our research group is an automatiergdion
of C compilers for various architectures. Currenthg are
working on Microprocessor without Interlocked Pipel
Stages (MIPS). To minimize the number of errorsthie
automatically generated compilers, it is necessarput the
generated compilers under test. Because the vgnotess of
the compiler generation is highly automatic and aee not
have all the platforms, for which we develop, eaaalié for
testing, we use simulators for compiler testingead of the
chips or development kits. In order to test thednpiler
within any simulator, it is necessary to add thppsut for the
C library functions into the simulator, which isedsfor the
testing. The C programming language is still onehef most
used languages for programming of embedded systéemce
it is important to provide the reliable C compiley the
developers.

As the main aim of the Lissom project [2]
registrated mark Codasip

Tomas HrusSka, Karel Mak
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Faculty of information technology, Brno Universad§
Technology
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The support of the library is crucial in our prdje@e
need to use tests written in C for the compiletirigsand the
tests commonly use /O functions, functions for rogm
management etc. This paper presents the ideativigfithe
simulator, where the testing is performed, withpup of the
C library and later on the implementation of thisthod.

The paper is organized in the following way. Second
section provides the position of the testing in ttissom
project. After that we sketch the concept of reztaiple testing
system. Overview of the current stage of the tgssrprovided
in section four. Then the short overview of relatedrk is
given, section six discusses the reasons for chgotlie
library. Sections seven and eight discuss thealetand
practical side of adding the library support inte simulator.
Section nine describes the process of testing.iddeden
presents the results obtained from commercial ugst@nd
finally section eleven concludes the paper.

Il. RELATED WORK

As the core of the paper is dedicated to the tgsiinthe
compiler in the simulator we will focus mainly oelated work
in this area.

Simulators in general are one of the most popuhutions
as far as embedded systems development is concérhey
are very often used for testing. We tried to pigk several
examples that are connected to embedded systems
development, and were published in a form of atidhe
Unisim project is not aimed at embedded systempimvides
interesting idea.

Paper [6] presents a system that is very similahéoone
that is developed within our project. It is callegfast. The
article describes system that generates differ@ols tfrom a
description file such as we do. The article mergidimat C
libraries were developed, but no closer informat®given. It
seems that in the simulator of the Unisim projéet support
for C language library have been right from the ibeigg.
Unfortunately this is not our case. Porting of theary is
critical for us, because without the support itesy difficult to
test and evaluate the results of any tests.

Another interesting system including simulator éscribed
in [7]. The project is called Rsim and is focusedsamulation
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of shared memory multiprocessors. The Rsim projenks
under Solaris. The Rsim simulator can not use stahslystem
libraries. Unfortunately it is not explained whyistead the
Rsim provides commonly used libraries and functiohise
Rsim simulator was tested for support of C librakly.system
calls in the Rsim are only emulated, no simulatisn
performed. In our system we will simulate the calleen
necessary. The Rsim does not support dynamicatlged
libraries and our system also does not considerardjc
linking at the current state. Unfortunately in thidicle is not
mentioned how the support for C library functionaswadded
into the simulator.

Unisim project [8] was developed as an open sitiora
environment, which should deal with several crupiablems
of today simulators. One of the problems is a ladk
interoperability. This could be solved, accordinghte article,
by a library of compatible modules and also by albdity to
inter-operate with other simulators by wrappingnth@ato
modules. Though this may seem to be a little outoof
concern the idea of the interface within the sirarlahat
allows adding any library is quite interesting.dar case we
will have the possibility to add or remove modufesm the
library in a simple way. But the idea from the Umigproject
would make the import of any other library far eaghan it is
now.

The articles above are all related to simulatiofise C
programming language is not a new one and it isopossible
to list all the articles that are in any way retate any library
of C language. The different ways of compiler tagtof any
language are listed in [13]. The simulator is eittreated in a
way that it already contains the library or it lsdeast some
interface, which makes it easier to import thedilgrin case it
is wrapped in a module. Unfortunately our simulatoes not
contain such interface.

I1l. POSITION INLISSOM PROJECT

In the Lissom project we focus mainly on hardware

software codesign. In order to deliver the bestsjbs

services we want to provide the C compiler for aegi

platform as the C language is one of the main agveént

languages for embedded systems. The C compiler
automatically generated from the description fBesides the
C compiler there are a lot of tools that are alspegated from
the description file. The tools include mainly:

simulators,

assembler,

disassembler,

profiler,

hardware description.

The simulators can be generated either from aecycl
accurate or an instruction accurate model. Theilprofvas
thoroughly described in [3].
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The description file is written in ISAC [4] langge. The
ISAC language is an architecture description laggu@DL).
It falls into the category of mixed ADL.

We would like to produce the whole integrated
development environment for hardware software csephe
This IDE should provide all the necessary toolsdevelopers
when designing embedded systems from the scratble. T
simulator is part of the IDE and C library suppsrpart of the
simulators (in the IDE can be more that one sinou)at

The tool for generating compilers is calleatkendgen and
is also embedded in the IDE. The quality of a cdenpis
crucial for the quality of software that is compileby
compiler. Hence it is very important to test thenpder that is
generated by thebackendgen. Via locating errors in the
compiler itself we can afterwards identify and fisoblems in
the generation tools and in the whole process eéldpment.

The backendgen closely cooperates with the semantic
extractor. The semantic extractor as the title satyy extracts
the semantics of the instructions specified inI8®C file and
after that thébackendgen creates backend of the compiler that
recognizes given instructions. Both these phadeshe
compiler generation will be discussed later on.

The primary role of the C library is to enlarge thege of
constructions that can be used during the procésssting.
Testing of basic constructions such as if-statemiefps or
function calls is important. On the other hand st highly
desirable to have a possibility of printing outpotsexiting
program with different exit values and this can bet done
without a C library support. The exit values are thasic
notification of program evaluation and debuggingngs are
also one of the core methods of debugging. Note atiahe
tests are designed for the given embedded systehtha tests
are run on the simulator. The tests are aimed meoml
robustness of the system.

Secondary role of the library in the whole proceds
development is providing additional functions foritimg
programs. One of the most used functions is a grolp
functions used for allocating memory, string congzar and
parsing, input/output methods etc.

As it is possible to generate several types of kitots in
ihe Lissom project, it will be necessary to add tibeary
support into all types of simulators. It should iatlude any
substantial changes to the process of generation.

IV. CONCEPT OF THE RETARGETABLE TESTING SYSTEM

Forget about the technical details for a while deidus
have a closer look at the concept of the testirgiesy. We
should define the goals we would like to achieveéhwaur
testing system. The Lissom project should have lauso
system of testing that is built modularly. As tlystem should
support hardware as well as software testing itulshde
composed of two main modules.

The very first question that should be answereavhst
parts of the project we need to test. The mainaichfocus of
this article is on the testing of the compiler berwd. But there
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are also other parts of the project that shouldelséed. The
hardware realization of the chip, that was mentibabove is
one of them. Also important is testing of toolsttiaae not
directly connected to the compilation toolchain; &xample
disassembler. This leads us to dividing the sofwaodule
into two separate modules.

The testing system should be multiplatform and lyigh
modular and also highly configurable. The additdrthe new
platform that should undergo the tests should heakr The
microprocessors that we are going to test can irampany
ways. We need to support all
microprocessors.

The task, for which the embedded system is goingeto
developed varies widely. On the other hand thesttiwt will
be used for the development will stay more or taessame in
all circumstances. This leads us also to the idethe core
system and many modules that should be optionalyected
into the process of testing via interfaces.

As it was mentioned in the section 2 we can hatleeei
cycle or instruction accurate model. For the felting we
should have both of them. Full testing here meassing
hardware as well as software part. Unfortunatelysitnot
always possible. The testing system must refleist dnd be
able to adjust the testing to the actual conditions

As far as the software testing is concerned we ldhiaike
into account the different levels of compiler oplimation as
certain errors can be sensitive to this.

It is crucial to work with the most up to date t®do
interface to any version system is a must. Theoelghbe also
other interfaces, mainly the output ones. The systkould be
able to automatically inform a user about the tesfilthe
testing. There should be the email interface talgbe result
of testing to the person that performs it. We cklo argue
about interface to a bug tracking system such agia or
Trac. Though this interface would allow us to répgbe bugs
automatically there is a risk of flood of false oeig (the
situation that one problem triggers others). Amotissue is
connected with the information that should be dillshen the
bug is created.

This problem could be solved by addition of a datzb
between the testing system and the bug reportioly ko the
database we could keep records about the bugs atieat
currently reported and not yet fixed, hence we @¢@void the
redundancy of the bugs. Once the bug is fixed weldco
invalidate the database entry and if the same proldccurs
again it could be reported again.

The notice about most up to date tools used fotdkeng
leads to one module. The core module should reggerfer
creation of all possible tools but not for testimfgany kind. It
should just verify that all the source code isdialihd that tools
can be created. Between the phase of creatidmedbbls and
the testing of the tools is clearly defined intefaThese two
parts can be run separately.

Right from the beginning we should take into acddbat
all our tools can be used under both UNIX and Wimslo
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operation system. This is not a problem as farhashigh
programming languages are concerned (such as @vaj fbr
the programming of the devices. However the testiigch is
the same in this case as running the testsuitelgsladso be
possible on both operation systems. And as theuiéstis
created in Bash we must provide the basic suppbith®
UNIX tools also under Windows. The solution heren dze
either MinGW or some other support such as Cygwin.

This brings us to the choice implementation languay
the testing system. Unfortunately, the high lewelgpamming

these features of thies not suitable for this kind of project. The tagtinvolves an

editing of various files, creating (make-ing thel&) control of
return values and so on. Mainly for this reason,civese the
scripting in Bash as the best possibility. Thisugiat us some
difficulties as we will see later.

Our users will also use a different operation syssnd
also different distributions of the UNIX system® f8om the
beginning we must consider this. Not only differeperation
systems and also different releases must be takteraccount
as the there might be different versions of the GG@pilers
for example. The only way, we can sufficiently hienthis is
virtualization of the machines where the testingtam will
run.

At least some of the components of the testingesyst
should be usable separately. It would be witholutdalibts
useful to run just testing without the prior budd the tools.
The tools can be built via the graphical interfémeexample.
Dually, we can encounter a situation when the boiltbols is
sufficient and no testing should be performed. Atgy, the
likelihood of the first case is higher. It is algiven by the fact
that there are several ways of building developrwuis.

Hence the module for the testing itself should dtalone
and should have the clearly defined interface.tRerthorough

testing we should have as many tests as possible.

Unfortunately, this goes against the principle afbedded
systems. The microcontrollers often have very reduc
instruction set, so the chips are not capable eteting the
tests. Therefore, we need a system of the testteeighat will
ensure that just the clearly defined subset ofstestl be
compiled and executed for the given platform.

Hand in hand with the selection of the tests gdesrt
evaluation. The selection of the tests should berakzed as
much as possible. On the contrary, the evaluatfaine tests
can not be centralized thanks to the differenstéts we use
in our project. They have different formats of tha&put and
also exit codes differ in the meaning.

Together with the results and evaluation goes aneis
connected with the reporting of the errors. Oncesweounter
an error and we want to report it we should knowo vt
responsible for the error (or which tool generatieel error).
This could be determined via testing the tools spdy. In
case of testing all the tools together, we can judy on error
messages and on temporary files that could beexteBly the
temporary files we mean the files that are outgubree tool
and input of the very next tool.

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



V. OVERVIEW OF THE TESTING SYSTEM INLISSOM
PROJECT

At this point, | would like to give an overview dhe
testing system in the Lissom project. It shouldegilre reader
more precise information about the whole systemtawd the
library fits into the whole. Our testing systemwidtten in the
Bash language. It consists of set of scripts. Eiséirtg system
was originally developed for the UNIX systems. SHadtialso
work under the Windows, it is necessary to suppottie form
of the MinGW. This approach brings on problemshsas
different paths on various systems or differenttirsgs of
environment variables that have to be dealt with.

The testing system or testsuite as it is calledunproject
performs four basic tasks:

. testing of the tools for the development,

. testing of the backend of the C compiler,

. hardware testing,

. creation of the releases and packages of the models

Now let us have a closer look at the parts of tiogegt one
by one.

A. Toolsfor the development

As far as the testing of the tools for the develepinis
concerned it consists of several phases, which ldhba
performed in given order.

As we always need to work with the most up to datds
the first thing that must be performed is the dmaul of all
necessary source code from repository.

The first phase is a build of all the tools. Evhough the

advanced IDE are used during the development vésno

happened that the source code can not be compiled.

Once the tools are created, the testing phase segie
perform the testing of each tool and also testidfigthe
toolchain to make sure that the cooperation isajeed.
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of the compiler backend, where we use just one latmuand
generate minimal amount of profiling information.

Build of tools Assembly
¢ 1
Referential Linking
values
A
A
Simulation ]
Disassembly |«

Figure 1. The scheme of testing of the development tools

We also perform tests that ensure the integrityhefwhole
system and a compatibility of the tools. In othesrds, we
must ensure that if we add some new features intoad the
tools the rest of them will be able to cope witesh changes.

Typically, we bring some testing input written im a
assembly language to the assembler and go throlighea
phases. In the end we should gain the executdblarid be
able to run it in the simulators with the correeturn value.
We also try to disassemble the executable. The ceele
receive should have the same functionality as dluece one.

It may seem that both mentioned approaches arsatine.
However, the crucial difference is that while ire tfirst case
the tested component can go through the testingepso
without errors, there can be some issues connegitbdthe
file formats and interfaces between the tools. fitse way of

Some of the tools such as assembler or simulater af€Sting is on the other hand used for experimeritis mew

platform dependent. So we have to keep in the repgshe

source codes for the testing for each platform. Huoe

architecture independent tools this costs can ledsaThe
same problem occurs for the reference output. @ettmls

can also have different levels of optimization and
generation of information for profiling. Thanks tlus fact the
number of reference results grows rapidly. Curgentle are
working on the new version of the testing systend ane of
the tasks is to lower the number of reference datpAnother
weakness is that we do need the reference outpatusually
gained manually.

As mentioned earlier,
simulators. We perform testing on all kinds of siators with
all possible levels of generation of profiling infieation. The
amount of generation of profiling information ca@ &pecified
during the simulator generation. This is in cortkgish testing

we have different kinds of

features of particular components that are notarupg by the
whole toolchain yet. Figure one shows the procésssting of
development tools. We have a simple program in @lys
This program goes through the whole toolchain. gt i

/ assembled, linked, simulated and in the end digdsse.

After each stage we compare the result and refatemtue.

The hardware testing is also performed in this nedu
However we automatically perform just the tests thé
syntactic correctness. No workbenches are executed.

B. C compiler backend

As far as testing of the compiler is concerned g heed
to create the compiler and compiler driver. Afteattwe can
start testing. Here we will describe the procesthefcompiler
generation and creation of compiler driver. Theitgsprocess
itself will be thoroughly described later.

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



The LLVM project [10] is used by our research graga
base we build on. LLVM stands for low level virtuahchine.
It is a project focused on creation of modular cenpthat
provides aggressive optimalization. In fact, thenfend and
the middlend part of the compiler are used withmaissive
changes. The part that is crucial from our pointiefv is the
compiler backend.

The backend part is responsible for printing theeasbler.
This part is generated automaticallytmckendgen. As we use
certain parts of the LLVM with no or small modifigans we
added the Lissom target into the LLVM project. Thigy we
build programs that are later used for compilatidrsource
code. Namely we create Clang this way. Clang aténd of
the compiler provided by the LLVM project.

Given that we have built the LLVM project, we caars
with the creation of compiler backend. This phlasgins with
the semantic extraction. As mentioned before tipaitimf the
whole process is file written in ISAC language. fiarthe file
that represents instruction accurate model of acoantroller
we extract semantics. After this phase, we gettliié¢ captures
meaning of the instructions. More precise informatabout
the semantic extraction phase can be found inrtieea[5].

The file with the extracted semantics is one ofitipaits of
the backend generator. Thackendgen generates source files
mainly in the C language that are later on compilsd
ordinary C compiler (ie. gcc). As it is generafiedm the
model it is clear that compiler backend is platfatependent.
The semantic extractor and backend generator vieisely
cooperate. After the successful generation of tbepiler
backend we can create the compiler driver. Therdtiods that
are required for the translation process are geswkifeom the
model before the backend is created. The briefiserof the
backend generation can be found in here [5].

While the generation of all the tools is a must thoe test
compilation, it is not compulsory to build the calep driver,
but it simplifies the translation process consitbraThe gcc
compiler is in fact also compiler driver. We usemgiler
driver provided by the LLVM project. It is calldtvmec. The
tools that are used, parameters that are acceptéigebtools
and also the order of execution are described bygiken
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The main part of the library is composed around the

floating point arithmetic. The functions have dindloat
precision (which is denoted by the sf in the nanfiethe
function) and also double float precision (dendtgdhe df in
the name of the function). As our processors dousoally
have its own instructions for floating point aritbtic we very
often use this library to provide the floating po@mulation.

Build of tools LLVM build
Backend ] ( . )
. < Semantic
generation .
J extraction
v & J
Build of 4 . ~\
. Build and
compiler . .
. installation
driver
of Newlib
& J
VL

Testing

Figure 2. Scheme of testing of the compiler backend

The second figure shows in what order are the ghate
backend testing executed. The libraries are negial part of
testing. It is possible to run the testing systethout them.

The compiler-rt is for us just another library. Wiek it
statically during the test compilation togetherhaiewlib for
example. One of the issues is that this librargimsed at 32-

syntax. Thelvme description has three parts. The first part isPit Systems. We would like to use it in simulattrat simulate

the description of the tools that are going to bedu In the
second part, one must provide the languages (arsliffixes)
that are the input and the output of each toolallsin we
specify the relations between the tools. We camktbf it as a
graph. The tools became the nodes and we can diitke
relations as of edges. The input and output langsiaare
properties of the nodes.

We also use compiler-rt project of the LLVM. The

compiler-rt project provides implementations of the-level
code generator support routines. This routines caild are
generated when a target does not have a short res) e
native instructions to implement a core IR operatim fact,
when the compiler does not know how to achieveadgert
behavior with the given instruction set it has akicat the
compiler-rt library whether there is a call thatltbbe used.

behavior of 16-bit processors. This has not bestedeyet.

C. Packaging and releases

This module is a part of the testing system frore th
beginning. It was originally created for the builgi of the
packages. As we currently support rpm distributiassvell as
deb distributions and also the Windows, the paciggi/stem
must reflect that.

The packaging system automatically creates the gugsk
for the currently supported platforms. The packiagiides all
the tools that are needed for the development aivan
platform. Currently we support Ubuntu and Debialeases,
Fedora, CentOS, OpenSUSE and Windows 7. For theritya|
of the UNIX distributions, we maintain the curreatease and
previous one. All this systems run as virtual sesvelhe
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created packages are automatically uploaded awelipages,
where can be downloaded by our co-developers agrd.us

Later also the packaging of the models and the mod

documentation were added. These are also availaitethe

web pages. We have also started with nightly buidsnsure,
that the committed changes do not affect the biilda

negative way. Yet another advantage of nightlydsuis that if
any package is needed with the changes that weile mighin

the last 24 hours the package was already createahight

and we do not have to wait for it to build. We d¢snuploaded
it at the server where it is available to the comsrs.

D. Sability of the system

For a long time, we had problems with the stabititythe
whole testing system. As it is composed purelyhaf Bash
scripts, we very often faced the problem, that pag of the
testing system broke down according to an errortheitbuild
went on and the error was lost deep in the logss Was
typical situation during the night build, when tkgstem is
unobserved. In the morning we realized, that thekpges
were not created and started to look for the remsés our
system creates a lot of logging information it wex always
easy to identify the reason.

To solve this problem we decided to create simpkgpper
and wrap all the commands except the calls of cocqrlures
and functions. The wrapper performs the command itha
given to it as a parameter and controls variousakbes.
Clearly one of the most important is the returnueabf the
command. If the return value is out of range wep$ncall
system exit and the whole process stops with tlearigl
specified error message.

Even more important is the fact that we know thacex
place where the error occurred. Unfortunately, ihiaot true
in case we apply parallel build. But the wrappeapplied on
the Bash commands so we at least know the commaedew
the error occurred hence we can narrow the aredcang on
the command more precisely. After the applicatidntre
wrapper the stability of the whole system improved.

VI. CHOOSINGTHE LIBRARY
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All these conditions were satisfied by few libratie
Amongst those we chose Newlib [9]. This librarylasgely
minimalistic. 1t does not contain certain modulé&gcause,
%ccording to the authors, it would be against tfmalism.
In certain areas it sacrifices better performancdavor of
minimalism. For example functions for 1/0O could dygtimized
for different platforms, but there is just one vensfor all
platforms written in portable C that is optimizex §pace.

As far as the new releases are concerned, it canitighat
the library is alive. New version is released asteonce a
year. This is very important because we need tp beee with
the up to date versions of glibc. There are othimimalistic
libraries compatible with glibc, but quite a lot thlem are not
maintained sufficiently.

Another reason for choosing the newlib is
documentation that is provided with the library. Méhprocess
of porting the library to different platform is vielocumented
and thanks to the wide use of the library it is difficult to
find help.

The most important reason for choosing the nevdithe
fact, that it has already been ported to sevegtfqgrins. One
document is dedicated to the process of porting eveh
though we do not port the library to new architegtit can
provide us with very useful information. During theocess of
porting we will perform steps that are similar torging the
library to any new architecture.

Unfortunately this library is dependent on kernebhder
fles. But during the porting we will get rid of eke
dependencies. We will need to use this library aridiIX
systems as well as under Windows.

VIl. THEORY OF PORTING

The main reason for porting the library into simtatas the
fact that we need to add the support for C funetiono the
simulator itself. To be precise, we want to use fihe
functions such as printf, malloc, free etc. in flregrams that
will be used for testing of the compiler. And besawve do
not possess the development kits for all the platéowe use
simulators instead.

As we are focused mainly on embedded systems and we If one does not grant libc library support in theudated

design the whole process of compiler developmenttHem
we dedicated quite a lot of time to choosing therext library.
It was clear right from the beginning that glibcnisedlessly
large and therefore not suitable for use in embedystems.
We need library that satisfies following criteria:

. minimalism,

. support for porting on different architectures,
. well-documented,

. new release at least once a year,

. compatibility with glibc,

. modularity.

environment, the number of constructions we canamsktest
is very limited.

Consider the following simple example written in C:
int main(int argc, char **argv)
{
if(strcemp(“alpha”,”beta”)==0)
{return 1;}
else
{return 0;}

}
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Even this simple program can not be executed, lsecdu
uses function strcmp that is part of the C librdryis program
can not be compiled unless the inclusion of sthingnd
possibly some other header files is included.

On the contrary the main aim of testing is to caa&mwide
area as possible and also try as many differenbgwations of
functions as we can. However, this goes againstidea of
embedded solutions. And because we focus espeaially
embedded systems, we do not even try to cover hal t
functions provided by glibc or in our case newlib.fact we
will use and hence test only functions that can woder the
simulated environment and are useful for the pnograhat
will be executed on the given platform. Moreoverbeaided

systems are not designed for use of vast number of | |

constructions that programming languages offer. idally

there is just one task, usually quite complicatduht is
launched repeatedly. As we will see the functidra tve will

use form just small part of newlib. The functiohattare not
important to us can be easily removed via confitjoma
interface or it is possible to remove them manudyllowing

categories are examples of unimportant functions:
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There are several ways of building the library aiso
different methods of using it. There is a posdipitif building
a position independent code. Even though this iminesting
solution we decided against it. Instead of PIC itpws
independent code) we are going to compile the fjbrato
single object and then link it to the program stty. The
position of library in the whole process of testisgshown in
the figure 3. The library is linked to the programd after that
the program is loaded into the simulator.

Newlib

Program

Simulator

\ 4

Operation System

. threads, we assume that in simple programs for

embedded systems one will not use threads,

. locales, all the locales were removed from thealijpr Y

. math functions for computing sin, cos etc. Hardware

. inet module, even though networking plays important

part in modern embedded systems whole module was Fi 3. sch ¢ call it functi

removed, igure 3. Scheme of calling printf function

. files and operations with files, our application uiat Now return to the functions that remain in thedityr They

need interface for working with files.

Now we come to the important parts of the libr&8imply
spoken all that really has to remain from the liprare the
sysdeps, this is the core of the whole system (twoallocate
more memory etc.), then important modules suchdis §or
outputs, inputs) and other modules we wish to pwesén our
case we wished to preserve following parts of tlesvlit
library:

. stdio, this was the main reason for porting theali,
to get in human readable form output from the &atau,

. module for working with strings and memory, in our
applications we would like to use functions suchrasncpy,
strcpy, strcat etc.,

. memory functions, for example malloc, free, realloc
. abort, exit,

. support for wchar, but without support of different
encodings.

Some parts of the library could not be removed bseaf
the dependencies. According to our estimations lye&d
percent of the library was disabled or removed mnemk by
the size of the library.

can be divided into two groups. First group cossisf
functions that are completely serviced within thewdated
environment. For example function strcmp falls irntus
category. This function and its declaration remainshanged
within the simulator if it is written in portable .CThese
functions are not tied with kernel header filestsere is no
need to change them.

The second group of functions consists of functithrag are
translated to the call of system function. Funtpintf can
be used as an example of this group of functiohe dall of
printf function can be divided into three phrasésttare
illustrated at the following picture.

In the beginning the call of printf function is mgated on
the call of system function, with the highest probty it is
going to be the call of function Write. Write, bgithe POSIX
function, is offered by the operation system. Buine want to
use the simulator on UNIX platform as well as onndéws
systems we have to remove these dependencies. §o de
will use the special instruction principle.

A. Useof ported library of UNIX and Windows systems

Before we get to the principle of special instrontmethod
we should explain why we need to use this methde. ain
reason why we should remove the dependencies okethel
header files is the fact, that we must be ableswthe library
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under UNIX systems and also under Windows like afien
systems.

As long as we use the library under UNIX systems

everything should be all right. Though even on UN§tems
there might be differences amongst the differemsioas of
the header files. But once we use the Windows bagstm
we can not use header file functions any more olild/ almost
certainly result in a crash of the system.

In our project we currently support several
distributions as well as Windows. Use of other afiag
systems is not considered.

B. Special instruction principle

The special instruction principle means, that wé uge
instruction with the opcode that is not used witthme
instruction set for the special purpose. So famethitectures
that were modeled within the Lissom project hadesavfree
opcodes. It is typical that the instruction setsmid use all
operation codes that are provided. But in case mffree
opcode this method can not be used. The specialdtisn
principle will be used for ousting the dependendaskernel
header files.

Functions provided by operation system are calledhl

UNIX
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Program Newlib

Simulator

Figure 4. Scheme of calling the simulator via newlib layer

The syscall mechanism is in fact a wrapper of tfstesn
call. The call will be passed to the simulator thét do the
call and return the result.

C. Smulators
As was mentioned before, all the simulators areegad

syscall mechanism. The system calls can be quistlyea automatically. In the beginning all the source ilare
detected. Each library should have defined the alysc generated by specialized tools. When the genergti@se is

mechanism in special source file. This syscall raa@m
differs, as they usually are platform dependent. i386
architecture will have different syscall mechanisigin arm.

finished the simulator is build by a Makefile. ltillwbe
necessary to add into this process following infation:

information about which instruction (opcode) calls

Syscalls together with other code that is platformyne system function,

dependent are kept in a specific folder. When thealy is
compiled, the platform dependent code is kept ispacial
archive and is separated from the platform independode.
Figure 4 shows this situation. We must link twofetiént
archives to the program we wish to execute. Thibary and
the archive containing syscalls and other platfa@pendent
code such as runtime etc.

. the simulator will have to know the convention for
storing parameters,

the simulator will have to recognize which system
function is going to be called,

. the simulator will have to perform the call of the

We wish to preserve the mechanism. The syscalls wifforrect system function.

remain in the library, but with different meaninghe file
containing syscall will be changed in the followiwgy: in the
beginning the parameters of the syscall will becgthat the
given addresses in the memory and we will alsondefihere
the syscall return value will be placed. Afterwatts call of
the chosen instruction will be performed. It isoafssible to
put the parameters into registers, but some ptagohave
limited number of registers, hence this method d¢atduse
problems.

First three points will be solved within the debd of an
instruction set. The instruction with the opcodattis not used
will be declared. The instruction behavior will defined in
the following way: according to the parametersiit vall the
given system function. The simulator will haverezognize
the system it runs under and call the correct fanctFor
example on UNIX system it will be function write carn
Windows WriteFile. This should be solved by theclitbrary
of the given platform. The following figure demdnages the
call of special instruction.
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Call of Special Instruction

L 4
Identify the System Function

v

Call the System Function

v V

Windows Unix

Figure 5. Calling sequence of specialized instruction

When the special instruction is called, we neeutlémtify,
which system function we need to execute. Thisrinégion
must be passed out of the simulator.

The parameters that were placed at the given positi the
simulated memory can remain unchanged. They willater
passed to the specific system call.
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instruction set. In the future we would like to uke generated
compiler for building the library. This requiregghi quality of
backendgen and generated backend.

Because we are going to use the library in the Isitou
and the simulator can handle only instructionshef $pecified
instruction set, then the library must be translate the
instruction set that is recognized by the simuldtar building
the simulator we can use common gcc for Windows eiX,
because it runs under common system.

This may be the first big problem in the whole msx of
porting. It is not hard to find a compiler for giveplatform.
Nowadays there are specialized compilers for neaily
architectures used in embedded systems. The baoildoy
newlib contains more than dozen of different amsttitres
such as MIPS, arm, mipsel, sparc etc. There ane @erent
versions of the mircoarchitectures in case of MIRB
example.

Problem is that thanks to the aim of the whole diss
project, there we usually use specialized instomctets or we
use some generic instruction set and add certaniafred
instructions. After this customization it is usyathpossible to
use generic compiler for building the library.

We could use for building the library the compiteat we
want to test but currently it is not stable enodghbuilding

One important issue is connected with the simulatedgrge programs. The best solution of this problenusually

memory. As we would like to correctly simulate thgerations
with memory such as malloc, realloc etc. we neettliothe
simulator how many memory it can simulate. Thidl Wwe
done by the special file that will be passed tolihleer. This
file will contain symbols that will declare how nmuenemory
can be used.

We also considered completely different attitudethis
problem. Instead of monitoring calls of system fiort we
could monitor memory accesses. But it would slowvido
whole process of simulation.

VIII.

Before the whole process of porting begins we nied
download the newlib. There are two possibiliti¢ss Ipossible
to download only the library or there is a wholelthain for
development of embedded system for given architectso
called buildroot.

PROCESS OF PORTING

The main advantage of downloading the whole budtie
that once it is built you get whole set of devel@pitools
including various compilers, linkers, debugersipsfirograms
etc. You also get the build of newlib. These toats quite
useful in the beginning when you remove unwanted utes
from the library, because they can be used forildibg the
library.

One of the problems we faced is that we need te tiae
compiler for the architecture we are developing farother
words if we want to create a library for testing@npiler on a
given platform we need a compiler for the samef@iat that
is already created. The compiler will be used foilding the
newlib. Moreover the compiler must have exactly saene

building a specialized toolchain including GNU hiisiand
GNU compiler collection. As was mentioned once the
generated backend is stable enough it will be éseduilding
the library.

Several issues we faced during the process weselglo
related to the buildsystem of the library. Thedityrcontains a
system of makefiles. This system is hierarchical asually
the makefiles from the upper levels are included.ifSfor
example we would like to compile any test exampleg are
included in the newlib we switch to the given diceg and
call make. This will call all the makefiles fromethabove
directory. This is very effective, because only thakefile in
the root directory contains variables defining wheaompiler,
assembler, linker will be used. On the other harid very
difficult to modify this system in case we want lhoild the
different parts of the library using different teol

Currently we are using for the development theo$edur
tools containing archiver, linker, asembler and piben. The
currently used compiler is called mips-elf-gcc. i$t not
generated automatically but was created especfallythis
purpose as our generated compiler is not yet stabérigh.
Linker and archiver are not generated automatidalitywere
developed in Lissom project.

Our tools are not compatible with the tools thatreve
originally used for building the library. Our tooldo not
support so wide variety of parameters so somearhthad to
be erased from the configuration files and someewast
changed to suit our needs.
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Currently we use set of scripts, which preprochssflags.
In the scripts we erase the flags we do not neetl dm
necessary substitutions.

The buildsystem of the library starts by parsing th

configuration file and accord to the content of fie are set
different macros and variables. When doing manbahges to
the buildsystem we have basically two possibilities

. change the configuration file or,
. do the changes later in the Makefiles.

The first possibility is cleaner but the Makefiledten
check if the option is present in the configuratiibm and ends
with error in case the option is missing. Hencésitmore
convenient to do the necessary changes in the lillekef
Thanks to the hierarchical structure it is in mastses
sufficient to do the change in just one place.

We also use different formats of the output fil@sitput of
our assembler is an object file .obj that is nanpatible with
.0 that is the usual output of gcc compiler. Culyewe use
mips-elf-gcc just for compilation from C to asseptblAfter

this phase we use automatically generated assentbler

compile the files from assembly language to obfées that
are later used by the archiver.

In the theoretical part we mentioned the need i i
special file containing information how much memagn be
used. The file will contain symbols defining thegbming and
the end of memory space that can be used. Ithaile the
following syntax:

#file defining memory boundaries
define start 256
define stop 768

International Journal on Advances in Software, vol 5 no 1 & 2, year 2012, http.//www.iariajournals.org/software/

24

simulator.  Unfortunately there are steps that nemdbe
performed manually. For example we need to proviue
runtime for the simulators and the correspondingtices
needs to be specified in the ISAC file.

Runtime is also one of the files that are writtgrhland in
assembler. There are also other files written igemdbly
language and hence are platform dependent. InafasgPS
platform there were 8 files that contained assentdtguage.
For example syscalls or memcpy functions are
implemented in assembler. In order to minimize nembf
files written by hand we decided to provide as mditds
written in portable C as possible. We managed pdaoe all
but two files by C implementations. All that have be
provided is the runtime and syscall mechanism.

IX. PROCESS OF TESTING

Now when we have thoroughly gone through the Iyorar
porting, we can have a look at the test selecisunds.

A. Test selection phase

ale

As we have a large amount of tests from the differe

sources (gcc-testsuite, llvm-testsuite, etc.), eedna universal
approach that will define, which tests are suitafue the
compilation and execution on a given platform.

We have created a system of files that restriesntimber
of the tests that can be compiled on a given piaitfaccording
to the libraries that are available. The libra@ges just one of
the test selection criteria; also other charadtesisare taken
into account for example the size of the registerthe size of
stack.

The naming convention for these files is very senfihe
file bears same name as the test does but have suifistead
of .c. The system is hierarchical. We can havehieearchy

Given that the numbers are in kB the simulator carPecause we support a nesting of the directoriesaankieep .x
simulate up to 512 kB of memory. Character # denotefiles notjust for the tests, but also for the diceies. In case of

comment.

the directory the .x file has the same name aditieetory with
the .x suffix.

As far as the convention for storing parameters is

concerned, we have chosen following approach:

parameter says, which system function is goingetadiled. In
the newlib it is a list of system functions for UNkystems.
The rest of the parameters (2-7) are passed tutiedon call.

The parameters remain unchanged. They are passétk to

system function in the exactly same state, in wivehe saved
in the memory before calling the special instructio The

special instruction itself has no parameters. Whbe

instruction is called, all the parameters havedastored in the
memory at given addresses.

A Automation of the porting process

As for the first time all the steps were perfornmeanually.
In the future we would like to automatize this prss as much
as possible. Without doubts we could remove thelless
parts of the library automatically. The needlessspaould be
identified by the configuration file and also thgesial
instruction principle could be highly automatic. we have
spare instruction we will choose it and compostiv the

first

These files have minimal functionality. We try tedp
their size as small as possible. Their typical fiomality is
that according to some state of the flags the itesixcluded
from testing, because implicitly all the directariand all the
tests are selected for the testing. So, if we wamixclude the
tests or whole directories from testing we haviatticate this.

As the size of the files is kept minimal the fuoatlity and
flag settings must be done elsewhere. This is pedd
centrally in the main testing module. The functidimat check
the current state of the flags and control whataliies are
accessible for linking to the given platform areldesd here.
The centralization in this case has purely practiese. The
typical usage of the .x files is that we disablstitey of the
whole directories according to the libraries that accessible.
The .x files can also bear other functionality. \Wan for
example set different variables. We can specifgsflahat
should be added to the compilation or add soms fitethe
linker as in the following example.
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if [ "$C_LIB" == "0"]; then
FILE_DEPS+=crt0.0
fi

On the level of files we most often use the .xsfifer the
filtering the test that depend on the compileritdry for a
given platform. As usually only few tests of anyeditory
depend on the compiler-rt and the dependence datekave
to be same for all platforms, the best solutiotoisondition
the test execution by the platform and the comyptler
presence. This is demonstrated in the followingrga.

is_arch "mips_basic" $1
if ["$?" =="0"]; then
if [ "SRUNTIME_LIB" == "0" ]; then
RUN_TEST=0
fi
fi

The presence of certain libraries can be also riitior
testing because some tests have library dependenthe
biggest advantage of this approach and also tha neaison
for introduction of this system is its universalit)fe employ
the tests from the LLVM testsuite, the gcc testsuithe
Mibench [11] set of tests and we also have test$ were
created within our project. The system of the lesfican be
used for all these sources as long as we use ljestests
without the testing infrastructure that is providiedseveral
cases.

The only set of tests that we use together with th?he

infrastructure that is provided together with tlst$ is the
Perennial testsuite [12].

B. Test compilation and execution

The compilation of the tests is performed in thetcd
module. As we have the system of the .x files weereanly
those directories that are suitable for the testinghe given
platform. So before entering the directory withtdese check
the .x file for a given source and consult therresbns that
are defined by the .x file and set all the variabdenoted by
the file.

If the directory is feasible for testing we cycledugh the
tests in an order denoted by the test list. Thilexs always
checked first, and if nothing blocks the test itésnpiled. The
presence of the .x files is not compulsory. As ricered earlier
the default setting is to go through all directerand execute
all tests. But if the file is present it will be extked.

If there are any problems during the test compitathey
are logged. We keep the list of the tests that wetecompiled
successfully together with the output of the coempilhe logs
are kept for every platform that is tested to avad
overwriting. It is also possible to create unidpeg not just for
each platform but for every run of the testing sgst These
logs could be in the future stored in the datab@s&eep
precise testing history. The tests are compiled exetuted
several times with different levels of compiler iomlization.
Currently we support levels from 0 up to 4.
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C. Logging information and test evaluation

The test evaluation is kept decentralized. As wplale
tests from different sources we need to keep thtestealuation
together with the tests. For some tests we evabratbe basis
of exit code, but there are the tests that prodacexample
text output and we have to compare the output it
referential values (this is where the library corntease).

The decentralization in this case means that we Kee
every directory a shell script that takes careest execution
and evaluation.

As in case of test compilation we keep detailedyilog
information. We keep the output of the simulatod after the
test evaluation we list it into the list of pasdedts or failed
tests according to the result of evaluation. Thys lare created
for every tested platform and can bear time refegen

X. RESULTS OFPERENNIAL TESTSUITE

For having a comparison with commercial compilees w
tested our automatically generated compiler witmmeercial
Perennial testsuite. The results described here \gained
from the generated MIPS compiler.

The testing was performed on our complete todtcha
The tests were compiled by our generated compite a
afterwards executed the tests on our simulator et also
automatically generated.
We have only part of the Perennial testsuite. sl usly
tests that examine the core of the compiler.&ktduded
some of the tests that can not be compiled dubecdcéader
files dependencies we do not support. The tediseirtestsuite
are divided into groups according to the chapter thud
standard that is tested. We use tests for theeddhisind 6. We
have mainly tests for the standard C90 and seves#$ for
C99 standard. Currently wa have no tests for Caddstrd.

The final number of tests that we execute is 796nF
796 tests are 794 tests compiled and executedatigrreéOnly
two tests fail either during the compilation oruret incorrect
value. The results are summarized in the followaige.

Table 1: Results of the Perennial testsuite

Compiler All Pass Fail Not Not
tests tests tests | compiled | executed

Lissom 796 794 2 2 0

Gcece 796 796 0 0 0

As the table shows, just 2 tests do not succeeter Af
closer look we realised that this two tests uggdphs, that are
not supported in the llvm frontend. This tests cait be
compiled by the current version of the llvm. Thetsewere
compiler with O2 optimalization.

The table also provides comparison with gcc compde
i386 platform. The gcc compiler in version 4.6.8mpiles all
the tests and the programs are executed corrébfttywere
also interested in how much time does the progrneemd by
syscall execution. We compiled for our platfornpragram
that accomplished MPEG decoding. The input and wutp
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streams of the program were redirected into thesfilThe
profiing of the MPEG decoder showed, that executaf
syscalls took less than 2% of time.

XIl. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we gave the overview of the tessiygfem in
our project and sketched the idea of adding theaudor the
C library into the simulator. The motivation is tpiclear: to
be able to use the library functions in the tels& aire run on
the simulator of the given microcontroller. The cpé
instruction principle was proposed, which enables ta
forward the call of system function. It also allows to
identify, which system function is called. This miple is
quite universal and can be used for the majoritplafforms.
After implementation of this method, we are ableuo all the
functions that are commonly used such as I/O fonsti
memory management and string functions, etc. Maeowe
can adjust the library according to our needs. k&do the
modularity we can enable or disable any modulesThay
turn to be an advantage, because the completeylibcaupies
tens of megabytes and the compilation and linkinghsa
library can be time consuming.
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Abstract—Based on algorithmic differentiation, we present
a derivative code compiler capable of transforming implema-
tations of multivariate vector functions into a program for
computing derivatives. Its unique reapplication feature dlows
the generation of code of an arbitrary order of differentiation,
where resulting values are still accurate up to machine presion
compared to the common numerical approximation by finite
differences. The high memory load resulting from the adjoin
model of Algorithmic Differentiation is circumvented using
semi-automatic interprocedural checkpointing enabled bythe
joint reversal scheme implemented in our compiler. The entee
process is illustrated by a one dimensional implementation
of Burgers’ equation in a generic optimization setting usimg
for example Newton’s method. In this implementation, finite
differences are replaced by the computation of adjoints, ths
saving an order of magnitude in terms of computational
complexity.

Keywords-Algorithmic Differentiation; Source Transforma-
tion; Optimization; Numerical Simulation; Checkpointing

I. INTRODUCTION

A typical problem in fluid dynamics is given by the

continuous Burgers equation [2]

ou ou 0%u
o Vor Vo (1)

describing shock waves moving through gasedenotes
the velocity field of the fluid with viscosityy. Similar

u; j+1 for time stepj + 1 according to

At
Ui g1 = Ui j—1 — - (Ui j (Uit1,j — Ui—1,5))
Ax

2At @)
+ iz Wity = (i +Fuig-1) +ui-1g),

where At is the time interval andAxz is the distance
between two grid points. In general, if the initial conditso

u;,0 cannot be accurately measured, they are essentially
replaced by approximated values. To improve their accuracy
additional observed values®® ¢ R"=*" are taken into
account. The discrepancy between observed valglgsand
simulated values:; ; are evaluated by the cost function

v 3D D =) ©

which allows us to obtain improved estimations for the aiiti
conditions by applying, for example, Newton’s method [4] to
solve the data assimilation problem with Burgers’ equation
as constraints [5]. The single Newton steps are repeatdd unt
the residual cosy undercuts a certain threshold.

In Section Il, we introduce Algorithmic Differentiation
(AD) as implemented by our derivative code compitierc
covering both the tangent-linear as well as the adjoint rhode
Section Il provides a user’s perspective on the applicatio
of dcc. Higher-order differentiation models are discussed
in Section IV. Finally, the results of our case study are
discussed in Section VII.

governing equations represent the core of many numerical
simulations. Such simulations are often subject to various

optimization techniques involving derivatives. Thus, &ur The minimization of the residual is implemented by
ers’ equation will serve as a case study for a Comp”er'baseﬂesorting to Newton’s second-order method for mini-
approach to the accumulation of the required derivatives. ization. In general, Newton'’s method may be applied
Suppose we solve the differential equation in (1) byto arbitrary differentiable multivariate vector funct®n
discretization using finite differences on an equidistar@-o  y — F(x) : R* — R™. This algorithm heavily depends on
dimensional grid withe,. points. For given initial conditions  the accurate and fast computation of Jacobian and Hessian

u;,0 With 0 < i < n, we simulate a physical process by inte- values, since one iterative stap — x;,1 is computed by
grating overn, time steps according to the leapfrog/DuFort-

Frankel scheme presented in [3]. At time sjewe compute

Il. ALGORITHMIC DIFFERENTIATION

Xit1 =X — VQF(Xi)il : VF(Xz) . (4)
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The easiest method of approximating partial derivatives:ost(F). Note that for scalar functions witth = 1 the
V., F uses the finite difference quotient accumulation of the Jacobian amounts to the computation
F(x+h-e)—F(x) of one gra}djent yielding a runtime cost 6¥(1) - cost(F')

" , (5) for the adjoint model compared ©(n) - cost(F) for the
) _ ) tangent-linear model. In this particular case, we are able t
for the Cartesian basis vectef € R™ and withx € R"”,

d | h bi ¢ tivari compute gradients at a small constant multiple of the cost
h — 0. In order to accumulate the Jacobian of a multivari-¢ 5 single function evaluation. The reduction of this facto

ate function the method is rerum times to perturb €ach 4, toward the theoretical minimum of three [6] is one

cqmponent of the input_ vectcx_. The main _advantage C_)f of the major challenges addressed by ongoing research and
this method resides in its straightforward implementgtion development in the field of AD [7], [8]

no additional changes to the code of the functidoare nec- The core idea of this paper is to develop a source

essary. However, the derivatives accumulated througrefinity o noformation tool or compiler that transforms a given C
differences are only approximations. This represents @maj e into its differentiated version. In general, this eases
drawback for codes that simulate highly nonlinear systemsy,o ditferentiation order fromi to d + 1. le., by taking

resulting in truncation and cancellation errors or simply 4 o input a handwritten first-order code we end up with a

providing wrong results. In particular by applying the %@yl ~ gecond-order code. Taking this insight a step further wet wan
expansion to the second-order centered difference quotieR,: our tool accepts its output as an input. Thus, starting

we derive a machine precision induced approximation erofom a given code, we are able to iteratively generate an

of 77, with € being the rounding error. _ arbitrary order of differentiation code. This unique featu
AD [6] solves this problem analytically, changing the un- ;¢ being presented in Section IV.

derlying code to compute derivatives by applying symbolic - g\, thermore our derivative code compiler is able to use
differentiation rules to individual assignments and usting checkpointing techniques for the adjoint mode, by using

chain rulg to propagate derivatives along the flow of.controljoint reversal as opposed to split reversal as a reveral
The achieved accuracy only depends on the machine’s Pr¢achnique. This will be explained in Section V.

cisione. There exist two distinct derivative models, differing

Vi, F(x) =

in the order of application of the associative chain rulet Le Ill. DCC - A DERIVATIVE CODE COMPILER
VF be the Jacobian of'. Thetangent-linearcode Numerical optimization problems are commonly
. o o1 b implemented as multivariate scalar functions
F(x,y) x5 F(x,xy,y) , y=F(x):R" — R, describing some residuaj of a
+ Ll numerical model. We assume that the goal is to minimize a
where (6)  norm of this residual; by adapting the inputs. Therefore,
y=VF(x) % for better readability and without the loss of generality, i
and y=F(x) , this paper, we will only cover multivariate scalar function

o o The main link betweedcc and the mathematical models
of F" computes the directional derivatiyeof the outputsy  of AD is the ability to decompose each function implemen-

with respect to the inputs for a given directionk € R™,  tation into single assignment code (SAC) as follows:
while arrows designate inputs and outputs. By iteratively s

ting x equal to each of the Cartesian basis vectors R, (8)
we accumulate the entire Jacobian. This leads to a runtime v = @;(vi)i<;j

complexity identical to finite differences @(n) - cost(F),  The entire program is regarded as a sequenge-ofi ele-
where cost(F') denotes the computational cost of a singlemental statements. In each statement an elemental function

forj=n,...,n+p

function evaluation. ¢, is applied to a set of variablés; ), -, yielding the unique
By exploiting the associativity of the chain rule, the intermediatevariablev; with i < j denoting a dependence
adjoint code of v; on v;. The independentnputs are given by; = z;
1 dec =1 L4 fori=0,...,n—1 while thedependenbutput of F' is the
F(X7 }’) — F(vaay,}’) ) final valuey = v,1,. Whendcc applies the tangent-linear
v v model to each of the + 1 assignments, we obtain
where (7) for 1
v = F(x) Orj—n,..é;;-i-p
and x=x+VF(x)T 'y , 6= g )
of F computesadjointsx € R™ of the inputsx for given i
adjointsy € R™ of the outputs. To accumulate the entire v = ¢5(vi)ix;
Jacobian we have to iteratively sgiequal to each Cartesian Considering thej-th assignment in (9), the locatth entry
basis vector oR™ yielding a runtime complexity o®(m) - of the gradient(%)k<j is provided inv; by settingvy
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to one and all(v;)r+i~; to zero. The gradient component : void t1_f(int n, doublex x, doublex t1_x
(%)ke{omn,l} is obtained by evaluating (9) and setting 2 ( , double& y, double& t1_y)

iy, to one and all othefi;)y,icfo, 1) tO zero. To get |
the whole gradient we have to evaluate {9}imes letting s for(int i=0ji<n;i++) {
% range over the Cartesian basis vector®ih The adjoint ¢ ¥1:y*ft|2(X[lsi]r)1;x ) avecos(x[ i D) etl (i1
model is acquired by transforming (8) into: : —y=tl_y=sin(x[i])+y=cos(x[i])«t1x[i]:
9 P
forj=n,...,n+p 0}
v; = 0;(vi)i<j Listing 2: Tangent-linear version dfas generated bgicc
fori<jandj=n+p,...,n (10)
_ 0y _
T COLSTRY L for(int i=0; i<n;i++) {
i 2 tl_x[i]=1;
The first part consists of the original assignmefits=  ° élrag(iZ’m?i]ilaxy’-y’ ty):
n,...,n + p and is calledforward section The reverse . t1_x[i]=0; -
sectionfollows with the computation of the adjoint variables s

in the orderj = n+p,...,n. Note the reversed order of the Listing 3: Driver for t1_f
assignments as well as the changed data flow of the left and
right-hand sides compared with the original assignmernts. T
compute the local gradiemt%)k<j we have to initialize . o
(0:)i<; With zero ando,; with one. The initialization with ~directly affected by the differentiation process.
zero is mandatory becaugg;);~; occurs in (10) on both void f(int n, double *x, double &y)
sides of the adjoint assignment. According to (7), the adjoi t
variablev; is an input variable. Therefore it is initialized ;,r;t(,;'_o’
with the Cartesian basis vector i for(i=0;i<n;i++) {
The important advantage of the adjoint model is that by y=yxsin(x[i]):
evaluating (10) only once we obtain the full gradieg:}ct
inz, =9, fort =0,...,n — 1. To achieve this we have
to initialize (Z;);=0,...n—1 With zero andy with one. As
mentioned abov& must be zero because it occurs not only  Using the command linécc f.c -t, we instruct the
on the left-hand side in (7) angis initialized with the value  compiler to use the tangent-lineart() mode in order to
of the Cartesian basis vector generate the functior_f (tangent-linearlst-order version
In (8), we assumed that the input code is given as af f) presented in Listing 2. The original function arguments
SAC. This is an oversimplification in terms of real codes.x andy are augmented with their associated tangent-linear
The adjoint code has to deal with the fact that real codevariablest1_x andti_y. Inside a driver program this code has
variables are overwritten frequently. One way to simulhte t to be rerunn times letting the input vecton_x range over
predicate of unique intermediate variables is to storeagert the Cartesian basis vectors Ri* to accumulate the entire
left-hand side variables on a stack during the augmentegradient. Listing 3 shows how to use the generated code of
forward section. Candidates for storing on the stack are.isting 2 in a driver program. Lines 2 and 5 let input variable
those variables that are being overwritten and are required_x range over the Cartesian basis vectors. By settingi]
for later use during the computation of the local gradientso 1 the function_f (line 3) computes the partial derivative
and associated adjoints. Before evaluating the correspgnd of y with respect tox[i].
adjoint assignment in the reverse section the values are The command linedcc f.c -a tells dcc to apply
restored from the stack. the adjoint mode-(a) to f. c. The result is the function
For illustration purposes we consider Listing 1 show-a1_f (adjoint, 1st-order version off) shown in Listing 4.
ing an implementation of the non-linear reductionAs in the tangent-linear case each function argument is
y(x) = H;‘:—Ol sin(z;). dcc parses only functions withoid augmented by an associated adjoint component, here
as a return type (line 1). All inputs and return values are and a1_y. As mentioned above we need a stack in the
passed through the arguments, which in turn only consisadjoint code for storing data during the forward section.
of arrays (called by pointers) and scalar values (called byrhe augmented forward sectiomses stacks to store values
reference). Additionally we may pass an arbitrary number othat are being overwritten and to store the control flow. The
integer arguments by value or by reference. We assume thattual implementation of the stack is not under considenati
all differentiable functions are implemented using valoés here; therefore we replaced the calls to the stacks withanacr
type double. Therefore, only variables of typeouble are  definitions for better readability. By defaullcc generates

©® N e O A W N R

Listing 1: dcc input code.
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code that uses static arrays, which ensures high runtime void al_f(int n, doublex x, doublex al_x,
performance. There are three different stacks used in the double& y, double& al_y)
adjoint code. The stack callegk is for storing the control i { int i=0:

flow, FDs takes floating point values ands keeps integer s /1 augmented forward section

values. The unique identifier of the two basic blocks [9] in &~ CS_PUSH(0);

the forward section are stored in lines 6 and 9. For example, ¥g?’( i20; i<n; i++) {
after evaluating the augmented forward section of Listing 4 . CS_PUSH(1);
the stackcs contains the following sequence 10 FDS_PUSH(y); y=yxsin(x[i]);
11 IDS_PUSH(i);
0’\1""’1, (11) E };/ reverse section
n times 14 while (CS_NON_EMPTY) {
15 if (CS_TOP==0) {
In line 10, variabley is stored onto the stack because it s al_y=0;
is overwritten in each iteration although needed in line 21 ¥ -
Hence, we restore the value gfin line 20. For the same 12 'le(SCSP—ggTi_)_;l) {
reason we store and restore the valuei af line 11 and FDS_POP(y) ;
19. The reverse section consist of a loop that processes al_x[i]+=yxcos(x[i])+al_y;
the control flow stackcs. The basic block identifiers are >, ) aLy=sin(x[i])+al y:
restored from the stack and depending on the value, the CS_POP;

corresponding adjoint basic block is executed. For examples }

the sequence given in (11) as content in tsestack leads }

to an-times evaluation of the adjoint basic block one and Listing 4: Adjoint dcc output
afterward one evaluation of the adjoint basic block zero.
The basic block one in line 9 to 11 has the corresponding
adjoint basic block in line 19 to 22. In contrast to (7), in

line 22 the adjointal_y is not incremented but assigned. tangent-linear code (6) withn — 1 for scalar functions

This is due to the fact thag is on both hand sides of yiaigs the second-order tangent-linear code
the original assignment in line 10. This brings an aliasing

The tangent-linear mode reapplied to the first-order

effect into play. This effect can be avoided with help of F(:ici ) deg Z;'(>J'< )%( ;i .9, 7)
intermediate variables; making this code difficult to read. ’ ’?j’?f R ’%’?f’i/’?j ’

For that reason we show the adjoint assignment without .o

intermediate variablesdlcc generates adjoint assignments ~ ) T -

with intermediate variables and incrementation of the- left y=(VF(x)-%) -x+VF(x)-x , (12)
hand side as shown in (7). Thiz c-generated code and the y=VF(x)-x ,

one shown here are semantically equivalent. To accumulate §j=VF(x) -x and

the gradient using the functica1_f, we again have to write y = F(x)

a driver, presented in Listing 5. It is sufficient to initizi ] ) )
the adjoint variablea1_y and call the adjoint functioa1_f ~ Agdain, dcc generates exactly the implementation of the
only once to get the whole gradient (line 2), illustrating th Mathematical model. As we see in (12), the t&vifi (x) - x

reduced runtime complexity of the adjoint mode. must be equal td in order to accumulate the entries of
the HessiarWV2F. As a consequence, must be set td on

, 21—);(,} x, al x, y, al_y); input. The produc{V2F (x) - x) " -x represents a projection

s for(int j=0; j<n;j++) of the Hessian, determined by the vectarandx. In our

4 gradient[j]=al x[j]; case withm = 1 the HessiarWV2F € R"*" hasn? entries.
Listing 5: Driver forai_f To compute the entryfW F; ; of the Hessian the vectors

% and x have to be set to theé-th and j-th Cartesian
basis vectors, respectively. In order to accumulate thdavho
Hessian this step has to be repeated for each entry, yiedding
Numerical optimization algorithms often involve higher- computational complexity 0®(n2) -cost (F'). Taking either
order derivative models. Thus, the need for Hessians iadjoint or tangent-linear first-order input code, we regppl
imminent. With this in minddcc was designed to generate dcc by invokingdcc -t -d 2 t1_foo. cpp. Thistells
higher-order derivative codes effortlessly using isappli- dcc to generate second-orderd 2) tangent-linear {t )
cation feature dcc is able to generatgth-order derivative derivative code while avoiding internal namespace clashes
code by reading;j — 1)th-order derivative code as the input.  Looking at the possible combinations of the two dif-
In this section we will focus on second-order models. ferentiation models, there exist another three secondrord

IV. HIGHER ORDER DIFFERENTIATION

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



International Journal on Advances in Software, vol 5 no 1 & 2, year 2012, http.//www.iariajournals.org/software/

31
models. We may either apply the adjoint model to the Augmented forward Store mode
tangent-linear code or apply the adjoint mode to the adjoint mode
code. We will focus on the model where tangent-linear mode
is _apphed to the adjoint code, callgdngent-linear over Reverse mode Restore mode
adjoint mode.

This time the adjoint code (7) is taken as the input for the
reapplication of the tangent-linear mode, obtaining
L+ ddeg b YL Lt
F X, X, Y, — F X,}.(,}_Q)_(, 7.77a7 )
( 4 % y) ( o % iJ 4 y) alfr— alf alfr—alf
where | | | |
j=VF(x) % |
alg alg alg alg—alg
y=Fx) ,
%=%+%xT-V2F(x) -7+ VF(x)T-§ and | | | |
x=x+VF )"y . alh| |alh alh| |alh| |alh—alg
(13)
The generated implementation computes the term (8 Spiit Reversal (b) Joint Reversal
xT-V2F (x)-gy. This time we do not end up with Figure 1: Reversal models

one single entry, but we are able to harvest one complete

row V2F; of the Hessian inx. To achieve this, the term

VF (x)"-y and thusy must be set td) on input. The First we look at the reversal strategy @éc. In general
scalary must be set td. Finally to compute a row of the  the adjoint model consists of a forward section and a reverse
HessianV*F;, & must be set to the-th Cartesian basis section. What happens in the case of interprocedural code
vector. As such, we have to rerun this modekimes in  where a function calls an arbitrary number of functions.
order to accumulate the whole Hessian, yielding only arhere are two distinct ways of adjoining interprocedural

linear increase in runtime complexity 6¥(n) - cost (F). code, namelysplit reversalandjoint reversal

The desired dcc command is dcc -a -d 2 Split reversal, presented in Figure 1ais the straightfotdwa
t1_f oo. cpp resulting in the filea2_t 1_f 0o. cpp. The  way of adjoining code. It strictly sticks to the adjoint made
option- a instructsdcc to generate adjoint code. The original code is executed in an augmented forward run.

The augmentation essentially amounts to the additioneksta

operations introduced in Section Ill. These stacks areajlob
One inherent disadvantage of the adjoint AD model ovedata structures idicc.

the tangent-linear model is its high memory consumption. The augmented forward section is visualized by a square

In the reverse section of an adjoint code, each adjoinwith two right arrows[_J. One arrow stands for the values

computation of a non-linear operation is dependent on &hat are pushed on the stack. The other arrow represents the

value computed during the forward run. As we have seen imriginal function evaluation. The augmented forward secti

Section Il this value is stored on a data stack if it happen®f f calls the augmented forward section gfwhich itself

to be overwritten. In real world programs this process is notalls the augmented forward section of Each function

the exception but the rule. Memory locations are rewrittenpushes its computed values on the floating point data stack

and reused as often as possible so that the program is #sDS).

memory efficient as possible. For the adjoint AD model this After the augmented forward section ¢f the reverse

results in one consumed memory location for nearly evengection off starts, marked by a square with two left arrows

statement. For example, updating a thousand times a variabl_. This corresponds to the reverse adjoint computation with

of type double precision (e.gr, = = + 3?) results at least the needed function values being popped from the stack.

in an additional memory usage of eight thousand bytes. FoFhrough the reverse section gfthe reverse sections g@f

each execution of this statement we have one value pusheohd i are eventually called.

on the stack by’ DS_PUSH (z). In the end, there are two ways of calling a function in
There are several strategies to address this issue. We wi#plit reversal: in augmented forward mode and reverse mode.

present checkpointing, the core method of every AD toolMemory consumption of split reversal is always directly

to reduce memory consumption. In particular we will focusrelated to the sum of pushes in the forward section.

on howdcc deals with checkpointing and how the memory  Joint reversal, as shown in Figure 1b exploits the interpro-

footprint may be influenced by the user. cedural structure of the program by introducing checkpoint

V. REVERSAL STRATEGIES- CHECKPOINTING
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ing at each function call. Each function needs to be able t@onsumption and computational cost. Memory consumption
store and restore its arguments. is reduced by a third fron3 to 2 whereas the computation
We first start by callingf in augmented forward mode cost has risen by fifty percent frofto 9. There has been
D. If a function runs in augmented forward mode it will more investigations into the mixing of these two strategies
make subcalls irstore modet_|. Store mode results ig [10] shows that the optimal reversal strategy is NP-coneplet
storing its arguments (down arrow) and running the originaldcc uses joint reversal as its sole reversal scheme putting
code ofg (right arrow), which itself calls the original code the emphasis on memory efficient code. In the next chapter
of h (right arrow). we will demonstrate how we exploit this feature to achieve a
The reverse mode of calls g in restore modeD. more efficient memory footprint for our Burgers simulation.
g restores its arguments and runs in augmented forward
mode leading tah called in store mode. In joint reversal VI. BURGERSIMPLEMENTATION

the forward section is immediately followed by the reverse As has been described in Section | we compute the ve-

section. Sq; starts its reverse section resultinghirmglled in locity field according to (2). We use dynamic programming
restore modeh restores its arguments and starts its forwardby introducing a data array(i][j] storing the velocity for a

section followed by the reverse section. Aftehas returned,
g finished its reverse section, which eventually leads to
finalizing its reverse section.

By joining the forward and reverse section, the valuest Vvoid h(int& nx, // number of grid points

grid point: in time stepj. The functionh implementing the
computation of the velocity field has the following signatur

. . int t0, // first time step to start

that are pushed on the stack in the forward section aré with P
being popped from the stack in the following reverse section s int n, // number of time steps to
This has two benefits. For one, memory access is struc- compute ,

I | | leadi ¢ fficient loitati 4 double& cost, // cost function
turally more local leading to a more efficient exploitation doublex« uob. // observations
of cache memory. Additionally, memory consumption is ¢ doublexx ub, // basic states
significantly reduced since interprocedural code consumes doublexx u, // model solutions
far | than the sum of all the push operations. I, doublex ui, // initial conditions
ar_ess memory than - p _p 1N, double& dx, // space increment
split reversal we had two ways of calling a function whereaso double& dt, // time increment
in joint reversal we have three; store, restore+augmentet double& r, // Reynolds number

1 double& dtdx,
forward and reverse mode. We now compare the two reversaj double& c0
schemes along the call graph presented in Figure 1. 14 double& c1
For the sake of simplicity, we assume that the originals )

function evaluation, the forward section and the reverse Listing 6: Function h
section of f,g and h have each a computational cost lof
Additionally, we assume that all the pushes of a function’sThis function computesli][j] and updatesost for all grid

forward section have a memory consumptionlofFinally,  pointsz;, 0 < ¢ < nz and for all time stepg, < j < n.

we assume that storing the arguments of a function haSupposing that for each time step we need g pushes on
no additionally memory footprint. Taking all of this into the stack, we end up with approximatelyn,, -n pushes for
account we now compare the two reversal schemes on thbe entire simulation. This is also the memory consumption
call graph presented in Figure 1. for calling the adjoint codei_h.

Split reversal runs all three functions in their forward and The code will now be restructured according to a recursive
reverse section. So we end up with a computational costheckpointing scheme by relying on the interproceduratjoi
of six. All the forward sections are called after each otherreversal mode present bcc.
therefore the memory consumption is three.

e . . . 1 void h(...) {
In joint reversal afterf has finished its forward section ,
we have a memory consumption bf Only the values off 3 half=n—t0/2;
have been pushed on the stack. We assumegtimatalled ! ti%?tdoi;]f'i”;z)”?:tl; ni=n;
in the middle off. So half of the values were popped from g(nx,t0 ,n0, cost ,uob,ub,u,ui,dx,dt,r,

the stack at the moment whenis called in restore mode dtdx,c0,cl); _
(memory=0.5). Whery ends its forward section, memory ’ g(nx at&j)lnlcbcgit) ,uob, ub, u, ui, dx, dt, v,
consumption is atl.5. Assuming thath is called in the 3 R

middle of g we end up with a peak memory consumption ¢ else _

of 2 after the forward section of. The computational cost h(nx att%)'(”égoztl’)@b’“b’u Lui,dx,dt,r,
amounts to the number of squares in the picture, which is, R

equal to9.

- . Listing 7: Function h
In general, joint reversal is a trade off between memory
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Table I: Time and memory requirements for gradient com-
alf alf putation
n 250 500 1000 2000
alg alg—— f(s) 0.03 0.08 0.15 0.32
TLM (s) 33 109 457 1615
ADJ (s) 0.21 0.43 0.85 1.82
TLM-ADJ (s) 150 587 2286 8559
IDS size 7500502 | 15001002 | 30002002| 60004002
alg alg alg alg FDS size 5000002 | 10000002 | 20000002| 40000002
| | | CS size 7500503 | 15001003 | 30002003 | 60004003
alh alh alh alh
1 void f(int n, int nt, double& cost, doublexx
(a) Call graph of ailf u. doublex ui..)
2 |
3 -
——alg .}
Listing 8: Signature of Burgers’ function
alg—alg alg—alg Taking n grid points of ui as the initial conditions we

integrate ovemt timesteps. The values are saved in the two

dimensional array for each grid point and time stepy.

alh alh — alh alh alhF— alh To solve the inverse problem we need the derivatives of
cost with respect to the initial conditions.

The results in Table | represent the runtime of one full
gradient accumulation as well as the memory requirements
in adjoint and tangent-linear mode. Additionally one Hassi

(b) Call graph of aif (cont.) accumulation is performed using the tangent-linear over
adjoint model (13). Different problem sizes are simulated
with varying n. We also mention the different stack size
shown in Section llI.

g has the same signature/asits task is to decompose the It we assume four bytes per mtgger and control stack
element plus eight bytes for a floating data stack element

interval of t|me steps, caliing on a s.ubl.nt.erval ofto, . we end up with a memory requirement of 610 MB for
The resulting call tree as well as its joint reversed coun,,

terpart is illustrated in Figure 2 the Hessian accumulation. The tests were running on a
We assume that th has a computational cost dfover Genuinelntel computer with Intel(R) Core(TM)2 Duo CPU

S . . and with 2000.000 MHz CPU.

the entire interval frontg to n. If we call  in over the entire : - . .
. : : The execution time of the tangent-linear gradient compu-
interval we end up with a forward and a reverse secuon[ Lo . . .

: : ation is growing proportionally to the problem size and
adding up to a computational cost 2fln our new structure the execution time of:
we assume thaf and g have no computational cost and ' ,
no memory consumption. In our examgiehas a cost of FM : cost(F") ~ O(n). (14)
since it only runs over half the interval &f to n. We callh cost(F)
10 times. Thus the computational cost of this call treé.is The single executon ofl_f takes approximately twice as
Note that this is independent from the depth of our recursivgong as the execution df
call tree. The memory consumption though is halved at every The execution time of the adjoint gradient computation is

increase of the recursive call three depth. Ultimately mgmo growing only proportional to the execution time of
consumption can be reduced to the number of pushes in one

Figure 2: Burgers recursive call tree joint reversal

!
single time step. : %(5;)) ~ O(1). (15)
VII. CASE StuDY Finally we accumulate the Hessian using tangent-linear
A. Differentiation of the original code over adjoint mode. Here, the runtime is growing linearly

As discussed in Section I, we run a test case on an inversgith respect ton as well asf since the dimension of the
problem based on Burgers' equation (1). As a start we tak@ePendentost is equal tol.

the code presented in [3] implementing the original functio _cost(F")
with the signature of FM — AM : cost(F) O(n). (16)
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Table 1I: Recursive checkpointing withh = 100000. Interval

¢ : [11]. This feature has been integrated irdoc using an
size of 100000 amounts to no recursion.

adjoint MPI library [12]. Additionally there are attempts t

Interval size| FDS size | Runtime(s) achieve the same goal with OpenMP [13]. For the sake of
100000 | 29999610 69,3 brevity we also did not mention the program analyeisc
10000 2062706 4.9 erforms like for examplactivity and TBR analyses [14]

1000 433242 76,5 P Jor ¢ P y yS¢ .

100 229410 79,1 The compiler is open-source software (Eclipse Public

10 202292 88.3 License) and available upon request. This paper shoul@ serv
as first guideline on how to differentiate C code using this
tool.

For scalar functions in particular, the runtime complexity ~ Finally, the development oficc is largely application
for accumulating the Hessian using AD is the same as thériven, especially with regard to its ability in parsing the
runtime complexity of the gradient accumulation using énit entire C/C++ language.
difference. This enables developers to implement a second-
order model where a first-order model has been used so far.

_ o ) ) o [1] M. Schanen, M. Foerster, B. Gendler, and U. Naumann,
B. Differentiation using recursive checkpointing “Compiler-based Differentiation of Numerical Simulation

. . Codes,” in ICCGI 2011, The Sixth International Multi-
Based on the recursive checkpointing scheme presented Conference on Computing in the Global Information Tech-

in Section V and its implementation in Section VI we nology IARIA, 2011, pp. 105-110.

conducted benchmarks varying the interval size threstoold f

diff where the recursion af will stop by eventually calling  [2] D. Zwillinger, “Handbook of Differential Equations, 8red,’

h. The first order adjoint model was applied to compute a  Boston. MA, p. 130, 1997.

single gradient accumulation. The benchmarks were run on g3 g. kalnay, “Atmospheric Modeling, Data Assimilation dn

cluster node consisting of a single thread on a Sun Enterpris Predictability,” 2003.

75120 cluster 4] T. Kelley, Solving Nonli Equati ith Newton’
At an interval size of 100 we see_ mapr memory sa_vmgs 4 l\/'lethﬁdeg(,er. Igu\;llggmerﬁgllsn?)?;lg(?rﬂﬁr;‘?gs PvgliladeIShiac,)rl]:’Z:

of around 98% whereas the runtime is only marginally SIAM, 2003.

increased by around 15% from 69,3s to 79,1s. This illusrate

that checkpointing is crucial to reduce a computationabpro [5] A. Tikhonov, “On the Stability of Inverse ProblemsDokI.

lem in memory space while keeping the runtime complexity ~ Akad. Nauk SSSRol. 39, no. 5, pp. 195-198, 1943.

at a feasible level.
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Abstract—More and more the notion of agent appears in differ-
ent contexts of computer science, often with different meanings.
Main ones are Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Distributed Al,
where agents are exploited as a technique to develop systems
exhibiting some kind of intelligent behavior. In this paper,
we introduce a further perspective, shifting the focus from
Al to computer programming and programming languages. In
particular, we consider agents and related concepts as general-
purpose abstractions useful for programming software systems
in general, conceptually extending object-oriented programming
with features that — we argue — are effective to tackle some
main challenges of modern software development. The main
contribution of the work is the definition of a conceptual space
framing the basic features that characterize the agent-oriented
approach as a programming paradigm, and its validation in
practice by using a platform called JaCa, with real-world
programming examples.

Keywords-agent-oriented programming; multi-agent systems;
concurrent programming; distributed programming

I. INTRODUCTION

More and more the notion of agent appears in different
contexts of computer science, often with different meanings.
In the context of Artificial Intelligence (AI) or Distributed
Artificial Intelligence (DAI), agents and multi-agent systems
are typically exploited as a technique to tackle complex
problems and develop intelligent software systems [1][2][3].
In this paper, we discuss a further perspective, which aims
at exploiting the value of agents and multi-agent systems as
a programming paradigm, providing high-levels concepts and
mechanisms that are effective to tackle main challenges that
characterize modern and future programming, concerning e.g.
concurrency, distribution, autonomy, adaptivity.

Concurrency, in particular, due to the widespread diffusion
of multi-core technologies, is more and more an important
topic of mainstream programming—besides the academic re-
search contexts where it has been studied for the last fifty
years. This situation is pretty well summarized by the sentence
the free lunch is over as put by Sutter and Larus in [4], which
means that nowadays concurrency is an issue that cannot be
ignored or overlooked even in everyday programming, being it
more and more a must-have feature for improving performance
and responsiveness of programs. Besides introducing fine-
grain mechanisms or patterns to exploit parallel hardware and
improve the efficiency of programs in existing mainstream lan-

Andrea Santi
University of Bologna
Via Venezia 52, 47521 Cesena (FC), Italy
a.santi@unibo.it

guages, it is now increasingly important to introduce higher-
level abstractions that “help build concurrent programs, just as
object-oriented abstractions help build large component-based
programs” [4]. We argue that agent-oriented programming —
as framed in this paper — provides such level of abstraction,
providing a rich set of concepts and mechanisms.

Actually, the idea of agent-oriented programming is not
new in the context of AI/DAI: the first paper about AOP
is dated 1993 [5], and since then many agent programming
languages have been proposed in literature [6][7][8]. The
objective of AOP as introduced in [5] was the definition of
a post-O0 programming paradigm for developing complex
applications, providing higher-level features compared to ex-
isting paradigms. In spite of this objective, it is apparent
that agent-oriented programming has not had a significant
impact on mainstream research in programming languages and
software development, so far. We argue that this depends on
the fact that (in spite of few exceptions) most of the effort
and emphasis have been put on theoretical issues related to
Al themes, instead of focusing on the key principles and the
practice of programming. This is the direction that we aim at
exploring in our work and in this paper, which is a revised
and extended version of a previous contribution [9].

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. After
presenting related work (Section II), we first define a concep-
tual space to describe the basic features of a general-purpose
programming paradigm based on agent-oriented abstractions
(Section III). Then, we provide a first practical evaluation
by exploiting an agent-oriented platform called JaCa (Sec-
tion IV), which actually integrates two different existing agent
technologies, Jason [10] and CArtAgO [11]. After giving an
overview of the main JaCa elements, in Section V we discuss
in detail some selected features of JaCa programming, which
are relevant for the development of software systems, and in
Section VI we provide an overview of the application domains
where JaCa has been effectively applied so far. Finally, in
Section VII we discuss the main features that are currently
missing in existing agent technologies, paving the way to the
design and development of a new generation of agent-oriented
programming languages. Concluding remarks are provided in
Section VIII.
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II. RELATED WORK ON AGENT-ORIENTED
PROGRAMMING

As mentioned in the introduction, most of the agent-oriented
programming languages and technologies — in particular those
based on cognitive model/architectures such as the Belief-
Desire-Intention (BDI) one [12] — have been introduced in
the context of (Distributed) Artificial Intelligence [6][7][8].
Besides, in the context of AOSE (Agent Oriented Software
Engineering) some agent-oriented frameworks based on main-
stream programming languages — such as Java — have been
introduced, targeted to the development of complex distributed
software systems. A main example is JADE (Java Agent DE-
velopment Framework) [13], a FIPA-compliant [14] platform
that makes it possible to implement multi-agent systems in
Java. JADE is based on a weak notion of agency: JADE agents
are Java-based actor-like active entities, communicating by
exchanging messages based on FIPA ACL (Agent Communi-
cation Language). So there is not an explicit account for high-
level agent concepts — goals, beliefs, plans, intentions are ex-
amples, referring to the BDI model — that are exploited instead
in agent-oriented programming languages to raise the level of
abstraction adopted to define agent behaviour. Also, JADE has
not an explicit notion of agent environment, defining agent
actions and perceptions, which are key concepts for defining
agent reactiveness. Differently from JADE, the JaCa platform
presented in this paper allows for programming agents using
a BDI-based computational model and has an explicit notion
of shared programmable environments — perceived and acted
upon by agents — based on the A&A (Agents and Artifacts)
conceptual model [15], described in next sections.

Another example of Java-based agent-oriented framework is
simpA [16], which has been conceived to investigate the use
of agent-oriented abstractions for simplifying the development
of concurrent applications. SimpA shares many points with
the perspective depicted in this paper: however it is based
on a weak model of agency, similar to the one adopted in
JADE. Differently from JADE, it explicitly supports a notion
of environment, based on A&A.

Besides the different underlying models, both JADE and
simpA do not explicitly introduce a new full-fledge agent-
oriented programming language for programming agents, be-
ing still based on Java. A different approach is adopted by
JACK [17], a further platform for developing agent-based soft-
ware, which extends the Java language with BDI constructs —
such as goals and plans — for programming agents, integrating
the object-oriented and agent-oriented levels. Finally, similarly
to JADE, Jadex [18] is a FIPA compliant framework based
on Java and XML, but adopting the BDI as underlying agent
architecture.

III. AN AGENT-ORIENTED ABSTRACTION LAYER

Quoting Lieberman [19], “The history of Object-Oriented
Programming can be interpreted as a continuing quest to
capture the notion of abstraction — to create computational
artifacts that represent the essential nature of a situation,
and to ignore irrelevant details”. In that perspective, in
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this section we identify and discuss a core set of concepts
and abstractions introduced by agent-oriented programming.
While most of these concepts already appeared in literature in
different contexts, our aim here is to highlight their value for
framing a conceptual space and an abstraction layer useful for
programming complex software systems.

A. The Background Metaphor

Metaphors play a key role in computer science, as means for
constructing new concepts and terminology [20]. In the case
of objects in OOP, the metaphor is about real-world objects.
Like physical objects, objects in OOP can have properties and
states, and like social objects, they can communicate as well
as respond to communications.

The inspiration for the agent-oriented abstraction layer that
we discuss in this paper is anthropomorphic and refers to the
A&A (Agents and Artifacts) conceptual model [15], which
takes human organizations as main reference. Fig. 1 (on
the left) shows an example of such metaphor, represented
by a human working environment, a bakery in particular.
It is a system where articulated concurrent and coordinated
activities take place, distributed in time and space, by peo-
ple working inside a common environment. Activities are
explicitly targeted to some objectives. The complexity of
the work calls for some division of labor, so each person
is responsible for the fulfillment of one or multiple tasks.
Interaction is a main dimension, due to the dependencies
among the activities. Cooperation occurs by means of both
direct verbal communication and through tools available in the
environment (e.g., a blackboard, a clock, the task scheduler).
So the environment — as the set of tools and resources used
by people to work — plays a key role in performing tasks
efficiently. Besides tools, the environment hosts resources that
represent the co-constructed results of people work (e.g., the
cake). Activity Theory [21] and distributed cognition [22]
remark the fundamental role that such artifacts (i.e., resources
and tools) have in human work and organization, both as media
to enable and make it efficient communication, interaction and
coordination and, more generally, to extend human cognitive
and practical capabilities [23].

Following this metaphor, we see a program — or software
system — as a collection of autonomous agents working and
cooperating in a shared environment (Fig. 1): on the one side,
agents (like humans) are used to represent and modularize
those parts of the system that need some level of autonomy
and pro-activity—i.e., those parts in charge to autonomously
accomplish the tasks in which the overall labor is split; on the
other side, the environment is used to represent and modu-
larize the non-autonomous functionalities — called artifacts in
Activity Theory — that can be dynamically composed, adapted
and used (by the agents) to perform the tasks.

A main feature of this approach is that it promotes a
decentralized control mindset in programming [24]. Such a
mindset has two main cornerstones.

The first one is the decentralization and encapsulation of
control: there is not a unique locus of control in the system,
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by agents working within an environment.

which is instead decentralized into agents. It is worth remark-
ing that here we are assuming a logical point of view over
decentralization—not strictly related to, for instance, physical
threads or processes. The agent abstraction extends the basic
encapsulation of state and behavior featured by objects by
including also encapsulation of control, which is fundamental
for defining and realising agent autonomous behaviour.

The second cornerstone is the interaction dimension, which
includes coordination and cooperation. There are two basic
orthogonal ways of interacting: direct communication among
agents based on high-level asynchronous message passing
and environment-mediated interaction (discussed in Subsec-
tion III-D) exploiting the functionalities provided by environ-
ment resources.

B. Structuring Active Behaviors: Tasks and Plans

Decentralization and encapsulation of control, as well as
direct communication based on message passing, are main
properties also of actors, as defined in [25]. The actor model,
however, does not provide further concepts useful to structure
the autonomous behavior, besides a simple notion of behavior.
This is an issue as soon as we consider the development of
large or simply not naive active entities. To this end, the agent
abstraction extends the actor one introducing further high-level
notions that can be effectively exploited to organize agent
autonomous behavior, namely tasks and plans.

The notion of task is introduced to specify a unit of work
that has to be executed—the objective of agents’ activities.
So, an agent acts in order to perform a task, which can be
possibly assigned dynamically. The same agent can be able
to accomplish one or more types of task, and the fype of the
agent can be strictly related to the set of task types that it is
able to perform.

Conceptually, an agent is hence a computing machine that,
given the description of a task to execute, it repeatedly chooses
and executes actions so as to accomplish that task. If the task

International Journal on Advances in Software, vol 5 no 1 & 2, year 2012, http.//www.iariajournals.org/software/

AGENTS

ENV. RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENT

— >
......... » observe

use

-----> communicate with

(Left) Abstract representation of the A&A metaphor in the context of a bakery. (Right) Abstract representation of an agent-oriented program composed

concept is used as a way to define what has to be executed, the
set of actions to be chosen and performed — including those
to react to relevant events — represent how to execute such
task. The first-class concept used to represent one such set
is the plan. So the agent programmer defines the behavior
of an agent by writing down the plans that the agent can
dynamically combine and exploit to perform tasks. For the
same task, there could be multiple plans, related to different
contextual conditions that can occur at runtime.

On the one side, tasks and plans can be used to define the
contract explicitly stating what jobs the agent is able to do;
on the other side, they are used (by the agent programmer) to
structure and modularize the description of how the agent is
able to do such jobs, organizing plans in sub-plans.

This approach makes it possible to frame a smooth path
in defining different levels of abstraction in specifying plans
and, correspondingly, different levels of autonomy of agents.
At the base level, a plan can be a detailed description of the
sequence of actions to execute. In this case, task execution is
fully pre-defined, since the programmer provides a complete
specification of the plan; the level of autonomy of the agent is
limited in selecting the plan among the possible ones specified
by the programmer. In a slightly more complex case, a plan
could be the description of a set of possible actions to perform,
and the agent uses some criteria at runtime to select which one
to execute. This enhances the level of autonomy of the agent
with respect to what strictly specified by the programmer. An
even stronger step towards autonomy is given by the case in
which a plan is just a partial description of the possible actions
to execute, and the agent dynamically infers the missing
ones by exploiting information about the ongoing tasks, and
about the current knowledge of its state and the state of the
environment.
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C. Integrating Active and Reactive Behaviours: The Agent
Execution Cycle

More and more the development of applications calls for
flexibly integrating active and reactive computational behav-
iors, an issue strongly related to the problem of integrating
thread-based and event-based architectures [26]. Active behav-
iors are typically mapped on OS threads, and the asynchronous
suspension/stopping/control of thread execution in reaction to
an event is an issue in high-level languages. So, for instance,
in order to make a thread of control aware of the occurrence
of some event — to be suspended or stopped — it is typically
necessary to “pollute” its block of statements with multiple
tests spread around.

In the case of agents, this aspect is tackled quite effectively
by the control architecture that governs their execution, which
can be considered both event-driven and task-driven. The
execution is defined by a control loop composed by a possibly
non-terminating sequence of execution cycles. Conceptually,
an execution cycle is composed by three different stages (see
Fig. 2):

o sense stage — in this stage the internal state of the agent
is updated with the events collected in the agent event
queue. So this is the stage in which inputs generated by
the environment during the previous execution cycle —
including messages sent by the other agents — are fetched.

o plan stage — in this stage the next action to execute is
chosen, based on the current state of the agent, the agent
plans and agent ongoing tasks; additionally, agent state
is also updated to reflect such a choice.

e act stage — in this stage the actions selected in the plan
stage are executed.

The agent machine continuously executes these three stages,
performing one execution cycle at each logical clock tick. Con-
ceptually, the agent control flow is never blocked—actually it
can be in idle state if, for instance, the executed plan states that
no action has to be executed until a specific event is fetched in
the sense stage. This architecture easily allows, for instance,
for suspending a plan in execution and execute another plan
to handle an event suddenly detected in the sense stage.

While in principle this makes an agent machine less efficient
than machines without such loops, this architecture allows
to have a specific point to balance efficiency and reactivity
thanks to the opportunity to define proper atomic actions.
Besides, in practice, by carefully design the execution cycle
architecture, it is possible to minimize the overheads — for
instance by avoiding to cycle and consuming CPU time if there
are no actions to be executed or new events to be processed —
and eventually completely avoid overheads when needed—for
instance, by defining the notion of atomic (not interruptible)
plan, whose execution would be as fast as normal procedures
or methods in traditional imperative languages.

D. “Something is Not an Agent”: the Role of the Environment
Abstraction

Often programming paradigms strive to provide a single
abstraction to model every component of a system. This
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Fig. 2. Conceptual representation of an agent architecture, with in evidence
the stages of the execution cycle.

happens, for instance, in the case of actor-based approaches.
In Erlang [27] for example, which is actor-based, every macro-
component of a concurrent system is a process, which is the
actor counterpart. This has the merit of providing uniformity
and simplicity, indeed. At the same time, the perspective in
which everything is an active, autonomous entity is not always
effective, at least from an abstraction point of view. For in-
stance, it is not really natural to model as active entities either a
shared bounded-buffer in producers/consumers architectures or
a simple shared counter in concurrent programs. In traditional
thread-based systems such entities are designed as monitors,
which are passive.

Switching to an agent abstraction layer, there is an apparent
uniformity break due to the notion of environment, which is a
first-class concept defining the context of agent tasks, shared
among multiple agents.

From a designer and programmer point of view, the envi-
ronment can be suitably framed as such non-autonomous part
of the system used to encapsulate and modularize those func-
tionalities and services that are eventually shared and exploited
by the autonomous agents at runtime. More specifically, by
recalling the human metaphor, the environment can be framed
as the set of objects functioning as resources and tools that
are possibly shared and used by agents to execute their tasks.
In order to avoid ambiguity with objects as defined in Object-
Oriented Programming, here we will refer to these environ-
ment entities as artifacts, following our inspiring metaphor and
adopting the terminology typically used in Activity Theory
and Distributed Cognition. In that perspective, a bounded-
buffer, a shared data-base etc. can be naturally designed and
programmed as artifacts populating the environment where —
for instance — producers/consumers agents work. Differently
from agents, artifacts conceptually are not meant to be used to
represent and implement autonomous / pro-active / re-active
/ task-oriented computational entities, but — more similar to
passive objects or components or services — entities providing
some functionality through a proper interface, that can be
perceived and accessed by agents though actions.
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E. Using and Observing the Environment

To be usable by agents, an artifact provides a set of
operations — that constitute its usage interface — encapsulating
some piece of functionality. Such operations are the basic
actions that an agent can execute on instances of that artifact
type. So the set of actions that an agent can execute inside an
environment depend on the set of artifacts that are available in
that environment. Since artifacts can be created and disposed
at runtime by agents, the agent action repertoire can change
dynamically.

The execution of an operation (action) performed by an
agent on an artifact may complete with a success or a failure—
so an explicit success/failure semantics is defined. Actions
(operations) are performed by agents in the act stage of the
execution cycle seen previously. Then, the completion of an
action occurs asynchronously, and is perceived by the agent
as a basic type of event, fetched in the sense stage. This can
occur in the next execution cycle or in a future execution cycle,
since the execution of an operation can be long-term. So, an
important remark here is that the execution cycle of an agent
never blocks, even in the case of executing actions that — to
be completed — need the execution of further actions of other
agents. This means that an agent, even if “waiting” for the
completion of an action, can react to events perceived from
the environment and execute a proper action, following what
is specified in the plan.

Aside to actions, observable properties and observable
events represent the other side of agent-environment interac-
tion, that is the way in which an agent gets input information
from the environment. In particular, observable properties
represent the observable state that an artifact may expose,
as part of its functionalities. The value of an observable
property can be changed by the execution of operations of
the same artifact. A simple example is a counter, providing an
inc operation (action) and an observable state given by an
observable property called count, holding the current count
value. By observing an artifact, an agent automatically receives
the updated value of its observable properties as percepts at
each execution cycle, in the sense stage. Observable events
represent possible signals generated by operation execution,
used for making observable an information not regarding the
artifact state, but regarding a dynamic condition of the artifact.
Taking as a metaphor a coffee machine as an artifact, the
display is an observable property, the beep emitted when the
coffee is ready is an observable event. Choosing what to model
as a property or as an event is a matter of environment design.

IV. EVALUATING THE IDEA WITH EXISTING AGENT
TECHNOLOGIES: THE JACA PLATFORM

The aim of this section is to show more in practice some
of the concepts described in the previous section. To this end,
we will use existing agent technologies, in particular a plat-
form called JaCa, which actually integrates two independent
technologies: the Jason agent programming language [10] —
for programming agents — and the CArtAgO framework [11],
for programming the environment.
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Fig. 3. A toy workspace, with producer and consumer agents interacting by

means of a ExtBBuf fer artifact.

A. JaCa Overview

Following the basic idea discussed in Section III - a JaCa
program is conceived as a dynamic set of autonomous agents
working inside a shared environment, that they use, observe,
adapt according to their tasks. The environment is composed
by a dynamic set of artifacts, as computational entities that
agents can dynamically create and dispose, beside using and
observing them.

In the following, we introduce only those basic elements
of agent and environment programming that are necessary to
show the features discussed at the conceptual level in the
previous section. To this end, we use a toy example about
the implementation of a producers-consumers architecture,
where a set of producer agents continuously and concurrently
produce data items that must be consumed by consumer agents
(see Fig. 3). Further requirements are that (i) the number of
items to be produced is fixed, but the time for producing each
item (by the different producers) is not known a priori; (ii) the
overall process can be interrupted by the user anytime.

The task of producing items is divided upon multiple
producer agents, acting concurrently—the same holds for con-
sumer agents. To interact and coordinate the work, agents share
and use an ExtBBuf fer artifact, which functions both as a
buffer to collect items inserted by producers and to be removed
by consumers and as a tool to control the overall process by the
human user. The artifact provides on the one side operations
(actions for the agent) to insert (put), remove (get) items
and to stop the overall activities (stop); on the other side, it
provides observable properties n_items_to_produce and
stopped, keeping track of, respectively, the number of items
still to be produced (which starts from an initial value and is
decremented by the artifact each time a new item is inserted)
and the stop flag (initially false and set to true when the stop
operation is executed).

In the following, first we give some glances about agent
programming in Jason by discussing the implementation of
a producer agent (see Fig. 4), which must exhibit a pro-active
behavior — performing cooperatively the production of items,
up to the specified number — but also a reactive behavior:
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if the user stops the process, the agents must interrupt their
activities. For completeness, also the source code of the
consumer agent is reported (Fig. 5). Then we briefly consider
the implementation of the ExtBBuffer artifact, to show in
practice some elements of environment programming.

B. Programming Agents in Jason

Being inspired by the BDI (Beliefs-Desires-Intentions) ar-
chitecture [12], the Jason language constructs that program-
mers can use can be separated into three main categories:
beliefs, goals and plans. An agent program is defined by an
initial set of beliefs, representing the agent’s initial knowledge
about the world, a set of goals, which correspond to tasks as
defined in Section III, and a set of plans that the agent can
dynamically compose, instantiate and execute to achieve such
goals. Logic programming is used to uniformly represent any
piece of data and knowledge inside the agent program, beliefs
and goals in particular.

Beliefs are represented as Prolog-like facts — that are atomic
logical formulae — and represent the agent knowledge about:

o Its internal state — an example is given by the
n_items_produced (N) belief, which is used by a
producer agent to keep track of the number of items
produced so far. Initially N is zero, and then it is dy-
namically updated by the agent in plans, by means of
specific internal actions.

o The observable state of the artifacts that the agent is
observing—in the example, every producer agent ob-
serves the sharedBuffer artifact, which has two
observable properties: n_items_to_produce, repre-
senting the number of items still to be produced, and
stopped, a flag which is set if/when the process needs
to be stopped.

At design time the agent developer may want to define the
agent’s initial belief-base, by specifying some initial beliefs:
then, beliefs can be added or removed at runtime, according
to the agent changes to its state and to the resources that the
agent dynamically decides to observe.

An agent program may explicitly define the agent’s initial
belief-base and the initial task or set of tasks that the agent
has to perform, as soon as it is created. In Jason goals
— i.e., tasks — are represented by Prolog atomic formulae
prefixed by an exclamation mark. Referring to the example, the
producer agent has an initial task to do, which is represented
by the !produce goal. Actually, tasks can be assigned also
at runtime, by sending to an agent achieve-goal messages.

Then, the main body of an agent program is given by the
set of plans, which define the pro-active and reactive behavior
of the agent. Agent plans are described by rules of the type
Event Context <- Body, where Event represents
the specific event triggering the plan, Context is a boolean
expression on the belief base, indicating the conditions under
which the plan can be executed once it has been triggered,
and Body specifies the sequence of actions to perform, once
the plan is executed. The actions contained in a plan body can
be split in three categories:
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o Internal actions, that are actions affecting only the in-
ternal state of the agent. Examples are actions to create
sub-tasks (sub-goals) to be achieved (!g), to manage
task execution — for instance, to suspend or abort the
execution of a task — to update agent inner state — such
as adding a new belief (+b), removing beliefs (-b).
Internal actions include also a set of primitives that allow
for managing Java objects — which is the data model
supported by CArtAgO — on the Jason side: so it is
possible to create new objects (cartago.new_ob7j),
invoke methods on objects (cartago.invoke_obj),
etc.) and other related facilities (the prefix cartago. is
used to identify in Jason the library to which the specific
actions belong to).

o External actions, that are actions provided by the envi-
ronment to interact with artifacts—as will be detailed in
next section, these actions correspond to the operations
provided by artifacts and included in artifact interfaces:
so the repertoire of the actions of an agent is dynamic
and depends on the number and type of artifacts available
in the environment;

o Communicative actions (.send,.broadcast), which
make it possible to communicate with other agents by
means of message passing based on speech acts.

Referring to the example, the producer agent has a main
plan (lines 8-10), which is triggered by an event + ! produce
representing a new goal !produce to achieve. Since the
agent has an initial !produce goal (line 4), then this
plan will be triggered as soon as the agent is booted. By
means of an internal action !g, the main plan generates two
further subgoals to be achieved sequentially: !setup and
!produce_items.

The plan to handle !setup goal (lines 12-14) creates a
new instance called sharedBuffer of type ExtBBuffer
by means of a predefined action called makeArtifact, and
then starts observing it by executing the predefined action
focus specifying its identifier. This plan fails if the artifact
had been already created (by another producer), generating
a —!setup goal failure event: a plan managing the failure
is specified (lines 16-18), which simply finds out the exact
identifier of the existing artifact and starts observing it.

Then, two plans are specified for handling the goal
'produce_items. One (lines 20-25) is executed if
there are still items to produce—i.e., if the agent has not
the belief n_items_to_produce (0). Note that the
value of this belief depends on the current state of the
sharedBuffer artifact. This plan first produces a new
item (subtask !produce_item), then inserts the item
in the buffer by means of a put action, whose effect
is to execute the put operation on the artifact; if this
action succeeds, the plan goes on by updating the belief
n_items_produced incrementing the number of items
produced and generates a new subgoal !produce_items
to repeat the task. Actually, when executing an external
action — such as put - it is possible to explicitly
denote the artifact providing that action, in order to avoid
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/% Producer agent =/

/+ initial belief */
/% initial goal */

n_items_produced(0) .
!'produce.

/* plans x/

8 +!produce
<- I!setup;
!produce_items.

+!setup
<- makeArtifact ("sharedBuf", "ExtBBuffer", [], Id);
focus (Id) .

—!lsetup
<- lookupArtifact ("sharedBuf", Id);
focus (Id) .

+!produce_items : not n_items_to_produce (0)
<- !produce_item(Item);
put (Item);
-n_items_produced(N);
+n_items_produced (N+1);
!produce_items.

+!produce_items :
<- l!finalize.

n_items_to_produce (0)

+!produce_item(Item) <- ...

+!finalize : n_items_produced (N)

<- println("completed - items produced: ",N).

—!produce_items
<- !finalize.

+stopped (true)
<- .drop_all_intentions;
!finalize.

Fig. 4. Source code of a producer agent.

ambiguities, by means of Jason annotations: put (Item)
[artifact_name ("sharedBuffer")];. The other
plan (lines 27-28) is executed if there are no more items
to produce—the n_items_to_produce belief referred
in the plan context contains the updated value of the
corresponding observable property in the artifact. In this case
the !finalize task is executed, and it prints on standard
output the number of items produced by the agent. The
println action corresponds to the operation with the same
name provided by an artifact called console, which is
available by default in every workspace.

The reactive behavior of an agent can be realized by plans
triggered by a belief addition/change/removal — corresponding
to changes in the state of the environment — and by the failure
of a plan in achieving some goal. In the example, the producer
agent has a plan (lines 38-40) which is executed when the
belief stopped about the observable property of the artifact
is updated to t rue. This means that the user wants to interrupt
and stop the production. So the plan stops and drops all the
other possible plans in execution — using an internal action
.drop_all_intention — and the !finalize subtask
is executed.

Finally, the producer agent has also a plan (lines 35-36) to
react to the failure of the !'produce_items task, which
is expressed by the event —!produce_items. This can

L T Y N N
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/+ Consumer agent x*/
!consume.

+!consume: true
<- ?bufferReady;
!consumeltems.

+!consumeltems
<- get (Item);
!consumeItem(Item) ;
!consumelItems.
+!consumeItem (Item) <- ...
+?bufferReady : true
<- lookupArtifact ("sharedBuffer",_ ).

—?bufferReady : true
<-.wait (50);
?bufferReady.
Fig. 5. Source code of a consumer agent.

*/

/# Main of the multi-agent program

MAS prodcons {

environment: c4jason.CartagoEnvironment

agents:
producer agentArchClass c4jason.CAgentArch #10;
consumer agentArchClass c4jason.CAgentArch #10;

}

Fig. 6. Main configuration file of the producers-consumers program.

happen when the agent, believing that there are still items to
be produced, starts the plan to produce a new item and tries to
insert it in the buffer. However, the put action fails because
other agents produced in the meanwhile the missing items.

The semantics of the execution of plans reacting to events
is defined by Jason reasoning cycle [10] (shown in Fig. 7),
which is a more articulated version of the execution cycle
described in Section III. In particular, the plan stage in this
case includes multiple steps, to select — given an event — a
plan to be executed. So an agent can have multiple plans in
execution but only one action at a time is selected (in the plan
stage) and executed (in the act stage). By executing an action,
a plan is suspended until the action is completed (with success
or failure). A detailed description of the cycle — as well as of
the Jason syntax — can be found in [10].

C. Programming the Environment in CAr tAgO

The implementation of the ExtBBuf fer artifact is shown
in Fig. 8. Being CArtAgO a framework on top of the Java
platform, artifact-based environments can be implemented
using a Java-based API, exploiting the annotation framework.
Here we don’t go too deeply into the details of such API, we
just introduce the main concepts that have been mentioned in
Section III; for more information, the interested reader can
refer to CArtAgO papers [11] and the documents that are part
of CArtAgO distribution [28].
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Fig. 7. A representation of Jason reasoning cycle (taken from [10]). In the first steps, the environment is perceived (step 1) and the beliefs about the state

of the environment updated (step 2), by means of a customizable belief-update function (BUF). Besides input information from the environment, beliefs are
updated also with messages possibly sent by other agents (step 3), filtered according some criteria defining “socially acceptable” messages (step 4). Then,
updates to the belief base generate external events, appended in the event queue. This concludes the sense stage. Then, in the plan stage events are considered
one by one (step 5), and for each one a relevant and applicable plan is selected (step 5 and 6), if available, from the plan library. If a plan is found, a new
intention is instantiated (step 8), representing the plan in execution. The plan stage is completed by selecting the next action to do from one of the ongoing
intentions (step 9). Finally, in the act stage the selected action is executed (step 10), and the cycle starts again.

In CArtAgO, an artifact type can be defined by extending
a base Artifact class. Artifacts are characterized by a
usage interface containing a set of operations that agents
can execute to get some functionalities. In the example, the
artifact ExtBBuffer provides three operations: put, get
and stop. The put operation inserts a new element in the
buffer — decrementing the number of items to be produced —
if the stopped flag has not been set, otherwise the operation
(action) fails. The get operation removes an item from the
buffer, returning it as a feedback of the action. The stop
operation sets the stopped observable property to true.

Operations are implemented by methods annotated with
@OPERATION. The init method is used as constructor of the
artifact, getting the initial parameters and setting up the initial
artifact state. Inside an operation, guards can be specified
(await primitive), which suspend the execution of the opera-
tion until the specified condition over the artifact state (repre-
sented by a boolean method annotated with @GUARD) holds. In
the example, the put operation can be completed only when
the buffer is not full (bufferNotFull guard) and the get
one when the buffer is not empty (buf ferNotEmpty guard).
The execution of operations inside an artifact is transactional:
among the other things, this implies that at runtime multiple
operations can be invoked concurrently on an artifact but only

one operation can be in execution at a time—the other ones
are suspended. On the agent side, when executing an external
action, the agent plan is suspended until the corresponding
artifact operation has completed (i.e., the action completed).
Then, the action succeeds or fails when (if) the corresponding
operation has completed with success or failure.

Besides operations, artifacts typically have also a set of ob-
servable properties (n_items_to_produce and stopped
in the example), as data items that can be perceived by agents
as environment state variables. Instance fields of the class
instead are used to implement the non observable state of the
artifact—for instance, the list of items items in the example.
Observable properties can be defined, typically during arti-
fact initialization, by means of the defineObsProperty
primitive, specifying the property name and initial value (lines
11-12). Inside operations, observable properties value can
be inspected and changed dynamically by means of prim-
itives such as: getObsProperty, to retrieve the current
value of an observable property (see, for instance, lines
18 and 22), updateObsProperty to update the value,
or updateValue on an ObsProperty object, once the
property has been retrieved with getObsProperty (line
23).

Besides observable properties, an artifact can make it ob-
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import cartago.x;
public class ExtBBuffer extends Artifact {

private LinkedList<Object> items;
private int bufSize;

L T Y N

void init (int bufSize, int nItemsToProd) {

9 items = new LinkedList<Object>();
10 this.bufSize = bufSize;
11 defineObsProperty ("n_item_to_produce",nItemsToProd) ;
12 defineObsProperty ("stopped", false);
13 }
14
15 @QOPERATION void put (Object obj) {
16 await ("bufferNotFull");
17 ArtifactObsProperty stopped =
18 getObsProperty ("stopped") ;
19 if (!stopped.booleanvalue()) {
20 items.add (obj);
21 ArtifactObsProperty p =
22 getObsProperty ("n_item_to_produce");
23 p.updateValue (p.intValue() - 1);
24 } else {
25 failed("no_more_items_to_produce");
26 }
27 }
28
29 @GUARD boolean bufferNotFull () {
30 return items.size () < nmax;
31 }
32
33 QOPERATION void get (OpFeedbackParam<Object> result) {
34 await ("itemAvailable");
35 Object item = items.removeFirst();
36 result.set (item);
37 }
38
39 @GUARD boolean itemAvailable () {
40 return items.size() > 0;
41 }
42
43 QOPERATION void stop() {
44 updateObsProperty ("stopped", true) ;
45 }
46}
Fig. 8. Source code of the ExtBBuffer artifact.

servable also events occurring when executing operations. This
can be done by using a signal primitive, specifying the
type of the event and a list of actual parameters. For in-
stance, signal ("my_event", "test",0) generates an
observable event my_event ("test", 0). In the example,
to notify the stop we could generate a stopped signal in
the stop operation, instead of using an observable property.
Observable events are perceived by all agents observing the
artifact—which could react to them as in the case of observ-
able property change.

Java objects and primitive data types are used as data model
binding the agent and artifact layers, in particular to encode
parameters in operations, fields in observable properties and
signals.

To summarize, operations are computational processes oc-
curring inside the artifact, possibly changing the observable
properties and generating signals that are relevant for the
agents using/observing the artifact. An operation is executed
as soon as an agent triggers its execution — by executing
the corresponding action. Given the transactional execution
semantics adopted, only one operation can be in execution at a
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time—so no interferences and race conditions occur if multiple
agents use concurrently the same artifact. Like in the case
of monitors, other operations that are possibly concurrently
triggered are blocked (suspended). The conditions that can be
specified with the await command are conceptually similar
to condition variables. Differently from the monitor case (with
threads or processes), if an operation (action) is suspended, the
agent that executed it is not: the execution cycle goes on, to
eventually react to percepts and/or select and execute other
actions from other plans.

Other features of the artifact model implemented in
CArtAgO include: (i) the capability of linking together ar-
tifacts, making it possible for an artifact to execute operations
(called linked operations) on other artifacts; (ii) the capability
of triggering the execution of internal operations from other
operations of the same artifact; and (iii) the capability of
specifying for each artifact type a manual, i.e., a machine
readable document containing the description of the function-
alities provided by the artifacts of this type and the operating
instructions, i.e., how to exploit such functionalities.

D. The Multi-Agent Program in the Overall

Finally, the main or entry point of a JaCa multi-agent
program is given by a Jason source file — with extension
*x .mas27j — describing the initial configuration of the system,
in particular the name of the MAS and the initial set of the
agents that must be created and possibly some information and
attributes that concern environment and agent implementation.
The configuration file for the example is shown in Fig. 6,
where ten instances of producer agents and ten instances
of consumer agents are spawned. To launch multiple agents
of the same type (e.g., ten producer agents) the cardinality
can be specified as a parameter in the declaration (#10);
the unique name of the agent in this case is given by the
type and a progressive integer (in the example: producerl,
producer?, etc).

By default, a single workspace called default is created
and the specified agents are joined to this workspace. Actually
a JaCa program can be composed by multiple workspaces and
agents can concurrently join and work in multiple workspaces,
either locally or in remote JaCa nodes. Workspaces can be
created dynamically by agents by exploiting functionalities
that are provided by a set of artifacts that are available, by
default, in each workspace. Among the others, such a set
includes: a console artifact, providing functionalities for
printing on standard output; a workspace artifact, providing
functionalities for managing the current workspace, including
creating new artifacts (makeArtifact operation), dispos-
ing existing artifacts (disposeArtifact), discovering the
identifier of existing artifacts (lookupArtifact), setting
the security policies ruling the agent access to artifacts, etc.; a
blackboard artifact, functioning as a blackboard — or better
as a tuple space [29] — providing functionalities for enabling
indirect communication and coordination among agents.
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V. JACA PROGRAMMING: FURTHER FEATURES

In this section we focus on three main programming features
among the others that are provided by JaCa, namely the
capability of exploiting both direct communication based on
message passing and indirect interaction through artifacts, the
support for building distributed programs and the capability
of integrating existing libraries, such as GUI toolkits. Further
features are described in JaCa and CArtAgO technical doc-
umentation.

A. Integrating Direct Communication and Mediated Interac-
tion

In JaCa agents can interact and communicate in two basic
ways, either exchanging messages through speech acts [30] or
by sharing and co-using artifacts functioning as interaction and
coordination media [31]. The first way is generally referred as
direct communication, while the latter as indirect or mediated
communication. Both types of communication are important
in programming concurrent and distributed programs, and we
allow for exploiting them together.

The direct communication model is the one provided by
the Jason language, based on a comprehensive subset of
the KQML Agent Communication Language [30]. Among the
available performatives, te11l makes it possible to inform the
receiver agent about some information (stored in the target
agent as a belief), achieve to assign a new goal, and ask
to request information. These performatives must be included
in the communication action (. send) that actually sends the
message, along with the specific parameters. An agent can
react to the arrival of messages or, at a higher level, to the
effect that the speech acts have, that are uniformly modeled
as belief addition (for the tell performative) or goal addition
(for the achieve performative).

To give a concrete taste of the approach, in the follow-
ing we describe the realization of simplified version of the
Contract Net Protocol (CNP) [32], in which both direct
message passing and artifacts are used. In the example, a
ContractNetBoard artifact (Fig. 11) is used by an an-
nouncer agent (code shown in Fig. 9) and five bidder agents
(Fig. 10) to help their coordination in choosing the agent to
whom allocate a task todo. Once the agent has been chosen,
direct communication is used between the allocator of the task
and the chosen agent to allocate the task and get the results.

Some brief explanation of the program behavior. In the
main configuration file (Fig. 12), one announcer agent and five
bidder agents are launched. The announcer opens the auction
to allocate the task by performing an announce action over
the cnp_board artifact (line 7). The artifact is observed
and used also by the bidder agents, who are available for
doing tasks. The announce action/operation executed by the
announcer creates a new observable property task_todo,
storing information about the new task (Fig. 11, lines 12-17).

As soon as a bidder perceives that there is a new task to do,
it reacts (Fig. 10, lines 10-22) by computing a new bid and
issuing them on the contract net board by performing a bid
action. The action can fail if the auction has been already
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IAS Console - cnp_example

[cnp_board] New task announced: t0
[bidder2] bid submitted: bid_bidder2 - id: 1
[bidder3] bid submitted: bid_bidder3 - id: 2
[bidder4] bid submitted: bid_bidder4 - id: 3
[bidderl] bid submitted: bid_bidderl - id: 4
[cnp_board] Auction closed: 4 bids arrived on time.
[cnp_board] The winner is: 1

[bidder2] awarded!.

[bidder3] not awarded.

[bidderl] not awarded.

[bidder4] not awarded.

[announcer] Allocating the task to: bidder2
[bidder2] doing task: t0

[announcer] Got result 303 for task: t0
[bidderS5] too late for submitting the bid.

Clean | | ¥ Stop | | 0B Pause | | &5 Debug | | = Sources | | 4¢ Newagent | | 3 Kill agent

Fig. 13.
console.

An execution trace of the CNP program, displayed on the Jason

closed by the announcer: in that case a message is printed
on the console (lines 20-22). On the artifact side, the bid
operation (lines 19-28) just adds the new bid to the list of
bids received so far, if the auction is still opened, otherwise the
operation fails (by executing the failed artifact primitive).
As a detail, the third parameter of the bid operation is an
action feedback parameter, i.e., an output parameter of the
action bound to some value by the operation execution itself,
set with a fresh identifier univocally identifying the bid.

The announcer waits some amount of time (2 seconds in
the example), and then closes the auction by invoking the
close operation (lines 8-9), which results in changing the
state observable property of the artifact to "closed" and
returns the list of information about the received bids as an
action feedback parameter (lines 30-36). Such information are
represented by instances of the Bid class. Then, the agent
selects a bid (in the example the first one) and awards the
bidder by performing an award action (lines 10-11), which
results in updating the content of the winner observable
property in the artifact (lines 38-41).

This change is perceived by bidder agents, which react
in a different way depending on the fact that they are the
winner or not (lines 24-28). After awarding, the announcer
then communicates directly with the winner bidder by sending
an achieve message specifying the task to be done (line 15).
To retrieve the identifier of the bidder agent to whom sending
the message, the method getWho is invoked on the selected
bid object by means of the cartago.invoke_obj internal
action.

Then, the awarded bidder reacts to the new goal to achieve
(lines 35-37), just printing a message and then sending a
message to inform the announcer about the task result (line
37). Finally the announcer reacts to the new belief communi-
cated by the bidder (lines 19-20) by printing the result on the
console.

A possible execution trace that can be obtained by launching
the program is reported in Fig. 13, which shows the content
of the Jason console. In that specific execution, four bidders
were able to submit their bid on time and the winner was
the bidder bidder2 (whose bid identifier assigned by the
cnp_board was 1).
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*/

/# announcer agent
lallocate_task ("t0",2000) .

+!allocate_task (Task,Deadline)
<- makeArtifact ("cnp_board", "ContractNetBoard", []);

announce (Task) ;
.wait (Deadline);
close (Bids) ;
!select_bid(Bids, Bid);
award (Bid) ;
cartago.invoke_obj (Bid, getWho, Who) ;
println("Allocating the task to: ",Who);
.my_name (Me) ;
.send (Who, achieve, task_done (Task,Me)) .

+!select_bid([Bid|_],Bid) .

+task_result (Task,Result)

<- println ("Got result ",Result," for task: ",Task).
Fig. 9. Source code of the announcer agent.
/% bidder agent */
task_result ("t0",303).
!'look_for_tasks ("tO").
+!1look_for_tasks (Task)
<- +task_descr (Task);
focusWhenAvailable ("cnp_board") .
+task_todo (Task) task_descr (Task)
<- !make_bid(Task) .
+!make_bid (Task)
<- l!create_bid(Task,Bid);
.my_name (Me) ;
bid(Bid,Me,BidId) ;
+my_bid(BidId) ;
println ("Bid submitted: ",Bid," - id: ",BidId).

—-!make_bid(Task)
<- println("Too late for submitting the bid.");
.drop_all_intentions.

+winner (BidId) my_bid (BidId)
<- println("awarded!.").

+winner (BidId) my_bid(X) & not my_bid(BidId)
<- println("not awarded.").

+!create_bid(Task,Bid)
<- .wait (math.random(3000));
.my_name (Name) ;
.concat ("bid_",Name,Bid) .
+!task_done (Task,ResultReceiver): task_result (Task,Res)
<- println("doing task: ", Task);
.send (ResultReceiver,tell,task_result (Task,303)).

Fig. 10. Source code of bidder agents.
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/* Contract Net Board artifact =*/

public class ContractNetBoard extends Artifact {

priv
priv

void
th
bi
}

@OPE:
de
ge
bi
lo

}

QOPE

if

}

ate List<Bid> bids;
ate int bidId;

init () {
is.defineObsProperty ("state", "closed");
ds = new ArrayList<Bid>();
RATION void announce (String taskDescr) {

fineObsProperty ("task_todo", taskDescr);
tObsProperty ("state") .updateValue ("open") ;
ds.clear(); bidId = 0;

g ("New task announced: "+taskDescr);

RATION void bid(String bid, String who,
OpFeedbackParam<Integer> id) {

(getObsProperty ("state") .stringValue () .equals ("open")) {

bidId++;

bids.add(new Bid(bidId,who,bid));

id.set (bidId);

else {

this.failed("cnp_closed");

QOPERATION void close (OpFeedbackParam<Bid[]> bidList) {
getObsProperty ("state") .updatevValue ("closed") ;

in
Bi
bi

log ("Auction closed:

}

t nbids = bids.size();
d[] vect = new Bid[nbids]; bids.toArray (vect);
dList.set (vect);

"+nbids+" bids arrived on time.");

Q@OPERATION void award(Bid prop) {

si

log ("The winner is:

}

stat

gnal ("winner", prop.getId());

"+prop.getId());

ic public class Bid {

private int id;

private String who,

public Bid(int id,

}

descr;

String who,
this.id =

String descr) {

this.descr = descr; id; this.who = who;

public String getWho () { return who; }
public int getId(){ return id; }
public String getDescr () { return descr; }

public

String toString () { return descr; }

Fig. 11. Source code of the CNP board artifact.

MAS cnp_example {

}

environment:

c4jason.CartagoEnvironment

agents:
announcer agentArchClass c4jason.CAgentArch;

bidder

agentArchClass c4jason.CAgentArch #5;

Fig. 12. Main configuration file of the CNP example, spawning one announcer
agent and five bidder agents.
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B. Distributed Programming and Open Systems Programming

JaCa intrinsically supports concurrent programming, in dif-
ferent ways: by exploiting Jason runtime architecture, agents
are executed concurrently (and in parallel on a parallel HW,
such as multi-core architectures); also, artifacts are executed
concurrently, that is operations requested on different artifacts
are executed concurrently.

Besides, JaCa directly supports also distributed program-
ming: an agent running on some node can join workspaces
that are hosted on a remote nodes, and then work with
artifacts of the remote workspace(s) transparently. A simple
example is shown in Fig. 14, in which an agent joins a
remote test workspace located in acme.org, and, there,
the agent prints some information on the console, creates a
new Counter artifact called cO and uses it, by executing
the inc operation and reacting to changes to the count
observable property. While working on multiple workspaces,
in JaCa a notion of current workspace is defined, being it
the workspace implicitly referred when the agent invokes an
operation over an artifact without specifying its full identifier.
current_wsp is a predefined agent belief keeping track
of current workspace. When an agent starts its execution,
the current workspace is set by default to the default
workspace. Then, it is automatically updated as soon as the
agent joins other workspaces (including remote ones) or the
agent executes a predefined set_current_wsp action. So,
in the example, by joining the remote test workspace,
this becomes the current workspace, and then the println
action acts on the console artifact there, as well as the
makeArtifact action that creates a new artifact overthere
too. It is worth noting that in the plan reacting to a change to
the count observable property (mapped on count belief),
the agent prints a message on the console in the original
workspace (lines 19-21): to disambiguate what console to use,
in the action an annotation reporting the workspace where the
artifact is stored is specified (line 21). The agent source code
includes also a plan reacting to a failure in the plan handling
the !'use_remote goal, due to the fact that a Counter
artifact called cO was already present in the remote workspace.

So in the overall this facility makes it possible to imple-
ment open systems with dynamic and distributed structure
and behavior, given by the capability of agents of spawning
other new agents dynamically, of joining dynamically existing
workspaces or creating new ones, of creating / disposing arti-
facts belonging to a workspace. Given the distributed program-
ming facility, a workspace can be joined by unknown agents
of JaCa programs that have been spawned independently
from the program where the workspace has been defined.
The possibility of explicitly specifying security policies at a
workspace level — by exploiting the functionalities provided
by the workspace artifact — makes it possible to rule and
govern such openness according to the need.

C. Wrapping Existing Libraries and External Resources

Specific kind of artifacts can be designed and used to wrap
and reuse existing libraries — written in Java but also in other
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test_remote.

+!test_remote
<- ?current_wsp(Id,_,_);
+default_wsp (Id);

woE W =

6 println("testing remote..");

7 joinRemoteWorkspace ("test", "acme.org",WspID2) ;
8 ?current_wsp (_, WName, _) ;

9 println("hello there ",WName);

10 luse_remote;

11 quitWorkspace.

13 +!use_remote

14 <- makeArtifact ("cO", "examples.Counter", [], Id);
15 focus (Id);

16 inc;

17 inc.

19  +count (V)

20 <- ?default_wsp (Id);

21 println("count changed: ",V) [wsp_1id(Id)].

22

23 —luse_remote

24 [makeArtifactFailure ("artifact_already_present", _
25 <- ?default_wsp(WId);

26 println("artifact already created ") [wsp_id(WId)];

27 lookupArtifact ("cO", Id);

28 focus (Id);

29 inc.

public class Counter extends Artifact {

void init () {
defineObsProperty ("count", 0) ;

@OPERATION void inc () {

ObsProperty prop = getObsProperty ("count");
9 prop.updateValue (prop.intValue () +1);

10 }

n o}

1
2
3
4
5 }
6
7
8

Fig. 14.  An agent joining and working in a remote workspace (fop), and the
source code of the counter used and observed remotely (bottom).

languages, such as C and C++, exploiting the JNI (Java Native
Interface) mechanism — making their functionalities available
to agents, with a clean and uniform interface—which is the
one provided by the artifact model. This allows in particular
to build JaCa libraries that make it possible to access and
interact with external resources existing in the deployment
context or outside the system (such as a Web Services, a data-
base, a legacy system).

A main example of JaCa library wrapping and integrating
existing technologies is the one that allows for building
and exploiting graphical user interface (GUI) toolkits. GUIs
inside a JaCa program are modeled as artifacts mediating
the interaction between humans and agents. A basic abstract
artifact GUIArtifact is provided to be extended in order
to create concrete GUIs. A GUI is designed then to make it
observable to interested agents the events generated by the
components (buttons, edit fields, list boxes,...) inside the GUI.
Also, as an artifact, it provides operations that allow agents
to interact with the GUI themselves, for instance to set the
content of text fields.

Fig. 15 shows a simple example, in which an agent uses
a GUI to repeatedly display the output of its work and to
promptly react to user input. In particular, the agent creates
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package cé4jexamples;

1
2 ...
3 public class View extends GUIArtifact {
4 private MyFrame frame;

5

6 public void setup() {

7 frame = new MyFrame();

8 defineObsProperty ("value", 0);

9 linkActionEventToOp (frame.stopButton, "stop");

linkWindowClosingEventToOp (frame, "close");
frame.setVisible (true);

12 }

@INTERNAL_OPERATION void stop (ActionEvent ev) {
signal ("stopped") ;
16 }

@INTERNAL_OPERATION void close (WindowEvent ev) {
signal ("closed");
20 }

@OPERATION void setOutput (int value) {
frame.updateOutput (""+value);
getObsProperty ("value") .updateValue (value) ;

25 }

class MyFrame extends JFrame {
private JButton stopButton;
private JTextField output;

public MyFrame () {
setTitle(".:: View ::.
setSize (200,100) ;
JPanel panel new JPanel () ;
setContentPane (panel);
stopButton = new JButton ("stop");
stopButton.setSize (80, 50) ;
output new JTextField(10);
output.setText ("0"); output.setEditable (true);
panel.add (output); panel.add(stopButton);

")

41 }

public void updateOutput (String s) {
output.setText (s);

44 }

Fig. 15.

a GUI artifact called View, providing one stop button and
one output edit text. The structure of the GUI — based on
Java Swing library — is defined by the MyFrame class,
as it would be in a traditional OO program. An instance
of this class is created inside View and events generated
by the GUI components are linked to internal operations
of the artifact by means of a set of predefined methods
implemented in GUIArtifact. In particular an action event
generated by frame.stopButton causes the execution of
the internal operation stop, which generates an observable
event stopped, and the window closing event is mapped
onto the close operation, which generates a closed event.
The agent first creates an instance called gui of the View
artifact, and then repeatedly uses the view to display the results
of its task, by means of the setOutput action (operation).
While doing this task, the agent also observes the GUI and as
soon as a stopped event is perceived, the agent reacts by
suspending all its current ongoing activities (intentions) and
printing in standard output a message. If a closed event is
perceived, the agent terminates.
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count (0) .
'do_task_with_view.

+!do_task_with_view
<- makeArtifact ("gui", "c4jexamples.View", [],Id);
focus (Id);
!do_task.

+!do_task
<- —count (C);
Cc1l cC + 1;
+count (C1);
setOutput (C1) ;
'do_task.

+stopped : value (V)
<- .drop_all_intentions;
println ("stopped - value: ",V).
+closed
<- .my_name (Me) ;
.kill_agent (Me) .

MAS Console - exam

[qui_user] stopped - value: 17

/ Clean | | ¥ stop | | OB Pause | | &5 Debug | | = Sources

Implementing and using GUI in JaCa: the View artifact (left), the agent using the GUI (right—top) and the output of the program (right—bottom).

VI. USING JACA IN REAL-WORLD APPLICATION
CONTEXTS

We are currently applying the JaCa platform in different
application domains, to stress the benefits but also the weak-
nesses of its programming model and more in general of the
proposed agent-oriented programming approach.

One of these domains is the development of distributed
applications based on Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA)
and Web Services (WS) in particular. In that context, agents
and multi-agent systems are deserving increasing attention
both from the applicative viewpoint, as an effective technique
to build complex SOA applications dynamically composing
and orchestrating services [33], and from the foundational
viewpoint, as a reference meta-model for the service-based
approach, as suggested by the W3C Web Services Architecture
reference document [34]. To this end, programming models
and platforms are needed to build SOA/WS applications as
agent-oriented systems in a systematic way, exploiting the
existing agent languages and platforms to their best, while
enabling their co-existence and fruitful co-operation. In that
context, we devised a library of artifacts on top of the JaCa
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platform, enabling the development of SOA/WS applications
in terms of workspaces populated by agents and artifacts.
Agents encapsulate the responsibility of the execution and con-
trol of the business activities characterizing the SOA-specific
scenario, while artifacts encapsulate the business resources and
tools needed by agents to operate in the application domain.
In particular, artifacts in this case are exploited to model
and engineer those parts in the agent world that encapsulate
Web Services aspects and functionalities — e.g., interaction
with existing Web Services (agents as service consumers),
implementation of Web Services (agents as service providers)
— eventually wrapping existing non-agent-oriented code. First
results of this work are available in [35].

We are also investigating the adoption of our approach
for the engineering of advanced Ambient Intelligence (Aml)
applications. For the Aml context, a relevant research issue
concerns how to concretely program non-intrusive applications
exhibiting features such as context-awareness, personalisation,
adaptivity and anticipation of users’ desires [36]. To this
end we applied our approach for realising a typical Aml
application [37]: the management of a rooms allocation prob-
lem in the context of a smart co-working space — e.g., a
school, an office building, etc. — where people can book
and use rooms according to their needs and to the current
occupancy schedule. The application has to set an autonomous
and adaptive room management behavior in accordance with:
(i) the events that are currently held — e.g., regulating the
room temperature in accordance with the number of the event’s
participants, automatically turning off the lights for teaching
events involving a projector, etc. — and (ii) also on the base
of rooms (re)allocation in accordance with incoming user
requests—i.e., aiming at optimising the number of events the
system can host at any given time. Agents as usual encapsulate
the control and decision-making part of the application, in this
case related to monitoring and controlling facilities in rooms
as well as deciding appropriate strategies to use for dynamic
rooms allocation. The artifact-based distributed environment
instead has been exploited to model and interface with the
physical devices in the rooms (lights, temperature controllers,
etc.), to model and represent high-level shared data structures
with related operations (such as registers keeping track of
room participants and schedules), besides typical coordination
artifacts.

Another project where our agent-oriented programming
approach has been applied concerns the engineering of an
agent-based Machine-To-Machine (M2M) management infras-
tructure. M2M refers to technologies allowing the construction
of automated and advanced services and applications (e.g.,
smart metering, traffic redirection, and parking management)
that largely make use of smart devices (sensor and actuators of
different kinds, possibly connected through a Wireless Sensor
and Actor Network (WSAN)) communicating without human
interventions. In [38] is discussed the realisation of an agent-
based infrastructure to enable the deployment of city-scale
M2M applications that share a common set of devices and
network services. In such infrastructure each WSAN area
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linit.

+!init
<- focus ("NotificationManager");

focus ("SMSService");

woE W =

6 focus ("ViewerArtifact").

7

8 +sms_received (Source, Message) : not (state("running"))
9 <- showNotification (Source, Message,

10 "jaca.android.sms.ViewerArtifact", Id).
11

12 +sms_received (Source, Message) : state("running")

13 <- append(Source, Message).

Fig. 16. Source code of the Jason agent that manages the SMS notifications.

BEI @O 10:36 AM

JaCa-Android SMSViewer.

5554: Test message

Dialer

Contacts

(a)

Browser 5554: Test message

Sent: 10:35AM
5554: Second test message

Sent: 10:36AM

Fig. 17. The two different kinds of SMS notifications: (a) notification per-
formed using the standard Android status bar, and (b) notification performed
using the ViewerArtifact.

group is modelled through a CArtAgO workspace, where an
agent acting as a gateway collects data sent from all the agents
managing and controlling M2M devices (sensors, actuators)
through artifacts. Finally a dynamic pool of agents regulate
the functioning of each M2M infrastructural node in accor-
dance with the current workloads experimented in the M2M
infrastructure. The governance infrastructure is evaluated using
a Smart Parking Management scenario, where an M2M system
monitors the parking occupation in order to reduce traffic and
to guide drivers through the streets.

The final domain we are considering in this paper is the
engineering of smart mobile applications, in particular for
pervasive and context-aware computing scenarios. To this end,
JaCa has been ported on the Android platform [39], enabling
the development of Android applications using agent-oriented
programming [40] [41]. The project is called JaCa-Android.
Actually, besides porting the technology, JaCa-Android in-
cludes a library of artifacts that allows agents running into
an Android application to seamlessly access and exploit all
the features provided by the smartphone and by the Android
SDK. Just to have a taste of the approach, Fig. 16 shows a
snippet of an agent playing the role of smart user assistant,
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with the task of managing the notifications related to the
reception of SMS messages: as soon as an SMS is received,
a notification must be shown to the user. A SMSService
artifact is used to manage SMS messages, in particular this
artifact generates an observable event sms_received each
time a new SMS is received. A ViewerArtifact is used
to show SMS messages on the screen and to keep track
— by means of the state observable property — of the
current status of the viewer, that is if it is currently visualized
by the user on the smartphone screen or not. Finally, a
NotificationManager artifact is used to show messages
on the Android status bar, providing a showNotification
operation to this end. Depending on what the user is actually
doing and visualizing, the agent shows the notification in
different ways. The behavior of the agent, once completed the
initialization phase (lines 1-6), is governed by two reactive
plans. The first one (lines 8-10) is applicable when a new
message arrives and the ViewerArtifact is not currently
visualized on the smartphone’s screen. In this case, the agent
performs a showNotification action to notify the user
of the arrival of a new message using the status bar (Fig. 17,
(a)). The second plan instead (lines 12-13) is applicable when
the ViewerArtifact is currently displayed on screen and
therefore the agent could notify the SMS arrival by simply
appending the SMS to the received message list showed by
the viewer (Fig. 17, (b)): this is done by executing the append
operation provided by ViewerArtifact.

For a developer able to program using the JaCa program-
ming model, moving from one application context to another
is a quite straightforward experience. Indeed, she can continue
to design and program the business logic of the applications
by suitably defining the Jason agents’ behavior, and she only
need to acquire the ability to work with the artifacts that are
specific of the new application context.

VII. TOWARDS A NEW GENERATION OF
AGENT-ORIENTED PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES FOR
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING

By exploiting existing agent technologies (Jason and
CArtAgO in particular), JaCa makes it possible to con-
cretely experiment agent-oriented programming as a general-
purpose paradigm for computer programming and software
development, getting in practice some of the benefits of agent-
orientation described in Section III. However, the approach
lacks of some fundamental features when compared to current
languages for software development — such as the object-
oriented ones — due to the fact that the agent programming
models / technologies on which JaCa is based have been
designed having Distributed Artificial Intelligence problems
in mind, not software development in general. These missing
features concern desiderata that are not crucial from an Al
point of view, but from a software engineering and program-
ming perspective.

A first important desideratum concerns error checking, i.e.,
the possibility to detect errors in programs before executing
them. Not only syntax errors, but also errors concerning the
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semantics of the program: examples are allocating tasks to
agents that have not plans to handle them, or executing actions
that are not part of the interface of an artifact, or rather
having agent plans that react to events that are never generated
by the artifacts used in the plans. To this purpose, current
AOP languages offer very limited and ad-hoc capabilities.
In programming languages and software engineering, this
issue is addressed by introducing a sound notion of type and
type systems [42]. So designing agent-oriented programming
languages with strong typing would allow for type checking
programs at compile type, strongly impacting on the process
of program development.

Typing is important also for the program organization and as
a conceptual tool for building more clean and elegant systems.
In fact, the definition of a notion of subtyping is the base for
introducing conceptual specialization in program organization,
and then defining a substitutability principle [43] also in agent-
oriented programs, getting finally a safe way to extend and
reuse program specifications.

Inheritence instead [43] — along more recent mechanisms
such as traits [44] — are important features in OOP to achieve
code reusability and a way to define hierarchies and com-
positions that relate implemented parts of a systems (such
as classes). So we believe that suitable mechanisms that
foster code reuse are important also for the agent-oriented
paradigm, both on the agent side — for instance, making it
possible to define new agents from existing ones, inheriting
their capabilities (such as their plans) — and on the environment
side — for instance, defining the artifact classes by extending
existing ones, so inheriting their operations and observable
properties.

Besides typing and inheritance, a stronger support for
modularity [45]. Finding suitable abstractions and mechanisms
to improve the modularization of agent behavior is a main
issue also in current research in agent programming languages
(examples are [46], [47], [48], [49], [50], [S51]). In the case of
Jason for instance, the source code inside an agent to achieve
some goal is fragmented into a flat sequence of typically small
plans, that trigger each other. A notion of module — similar
to the notion of capability [47] adopted by the JACK plat-
form [17]- has been recently proposed to improve Jason agent
modularity [51]. Actually, among all the possible solutions
that can be adopted for achieving a good modularity, we are
interested in those that allow for contextually introducing also
mechanisms for reuse such as inheritance and for keeping
a strong separation between specification of the behaviors
(through typing) and their (hidden) implementation.

Finally, we argue that a modern programming language
designed for software development in general must necessarily
have a good or seamless integration with object-oriented and
functional programming, that are very strong and mature
paradigms for defining and working with data structures and
related purely transformational algorithms. This is not the case
for existing agent programming languages, that are typically
based on logic programming and do not provide a seamless
and efficient support to manipulate objects.
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These motivations lead us to explore the definition and
development of new agent-oriented programming languages,
integrating and embedding in a sound way all these features
from their foundation. This is the objective of the simpAL
project, whose first results are reported in [52]. simpAL is an
agent-oriented programming language designed from scratch
so as to embed some main ideas and features of JaCa, but
taking object-oriented programming and in particular Java-
like languages as reference for defining and manipulating data
structures, and to integrate features like an explicit notion
of typing and inheritance. Actually SimpAL is not meant to
replace JaCa, which we consider the reference platform—
along with JaCaMo [53], which extends JaCa to support
also organization-oriented programming—for exploring the
development of multi-agent systems for tackling problems in
Distributed Artificial Intelligence contexts.

VIII. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we discussed agent-oriented programming as
an evolution of Object-Oriented Programming representing the
essential nature of decentralized systems where tasks are in
charge of autonomous computational entities, which interact
and cooperate within a shared environment. In the state-of-
the-art, agents and multi-agent systems have been explored so
far mainly as an approach for tackling Al and DAI problems:
in this paper we solicited a further perspective, which aims
at exploring the value of agent-orientation as a programming
paradigm, providing an effective level of abstraction to tackle
the complexities which characterize modern programming
(e.g, concurrency). In order to show in practice some of
the main concepts underlying the approach, we exploited the
JaCa platform, which is based on existing agent-oriented
technologies—the Jason language to program agents and
CArtAgO framework to program the environment. JaCa tech-
nology can be used to concretely experiment the approach for
developing real-world applications tackling some of the main
aspects that characterize today software system complexity,
such as concurrency, distribution, reactivity, flexibility and
autonomy. Finally, we shed a light on some fundamental
features that are missing today in existing agent programming
technologies and languages (such as typing and inheritance),
which can be considered a must-have for us to investigate
agent-orientation as a general-purpose paradigm for computer
programming and software development. Future work will
be devoted in particular to both verify the effectiveness of
the approach in practice, using agent-oriented programming
to tackle relevant programming problems and projects, and
to improve our current models and technologies—JaCa and
simpAL, in particular.
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Abstract—Software components should be equipped with
well-defined interfaces. With design by contract, there is a well-
known principle for specifying preconditions and postcondi-
tions for methods as well as invariants for classes. Although
design by contract has been recognized as a powerful vehicle for
improving software quality, modern programming languages
such as Java and C# did not support it from the beginning. In
the meanwhile, several language extensions have been proposed
such as Contracts for Java, Java Modeling Language, as well as
Code Contracts for .NET. In this paper, we present an approach
that brings design by contract to Web services. We not only
elaborate a generic solution architecture, but also define its
components and investigate the foundations such as important
guidelines for applying design by contract. Technically, the
contract expressions imposed on a Web service implementation
will be extracted and mapped into a contract policy, which will
be included into the service’s WSDL interface. Our solution
also covers the generation of contract-aware proxy objects to
enforce the contract policy on client side. We demonstrate how
our architecture can be applied to .NET/WCF services and
JAX Web services.

Keywords-Design by contract; Web services; WS-Policy;
Contract policies; WCF; JAX; Contracts for Java; Contracts-
aware proxies.

I. INTRODUCTION

Two decades ago, Bertrand Meyer [2] introduced the
design by contract (DbC) principle for the programming lan-
guage Eiffel. It allows the definition of expressions specify-
ing preconditions and postconditions for methods as well as
invariants for classes. These expressions impose constraints
on the states of the software system (e.g., class instances,
parameter and return values) which must be fulfilled during
execution time.

Although the quality of software components can be
increased by applying design by contract, widely used
programming languages such as Java and C# did not support
contracts from the beginning. Recently, several language
extensions have been proposed such as Code Contracts
for NET [3], Contracts for Java [4] as well as Java
Modeling Language [5] targeting the Java language. Com-
mon characteristics of these technologies are i) specific

This is a revisited and substantially augmented version of “Deriving
Interface Contracts for Distributed Services”, which appeared in the Pro-
ceedings of the Third International Conferences on Advanced Service
Computing (Service Computation 2011) [1].

language constructs for encoding contracts, and ii) extended
runtime environments for enforcing the specified contracts.
Approaches such as Code Contracts also provide support for
static code analysis and documentation generation.

In this work, we will show how Web services can profit
from the just mentioned language extensions. The solution
presented tackles the following problem: Contracts con-
tained in the implementation of a Web service are currently
completely ignored when deriving its interface expressed in
the Web Services Description Language (WSDL) [6]. As
a consequence, constraints such as preconditions are not
visible for a Web service consumer.

Key features of our solution for bringing contracts to Web
services are:

« simplicity

e automation

« interoperability

« client side support

o feasibility

« usage of standard technologies

o guidelines.

Simplicity expresses the fact that our solution is transpar-
ent for the Web service developer—no special activities must
be performed by her/him. Due to a high degree of automa-
tion, the DbC assertions (i.e., preconditions, postconditions,
and invariants) specified in the Web service implementation
are automatically translated into semantically equivalent
contract expressions at WSDL interface level.

As these expressions will be represented in a program-
ming language independent format, our approach supports
interoperability between different Web services frameworks.
For example, Code Contracts contained in a Windows Com-
munication Foundation (WCF) [7] service implementation
will be translated into a WSDL contract policy, which can be
mapped to expressions of the Contracts for Java technology
deployed on service consumer side. This client side support
is achieved by generating contract-aware proxy objects. The
feasibility of the approach has been demonstrated by proof
of concept implementation including tool support.

In order to represent contract expressions in a Web ser-
vice’s WSDL, we will employ standard technologies: i) WS-
Policy [8] as the most prominent and widely supported
policy language for Web services, ii) WS-PolicyAttachment
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[9] for embedding a contract policy into a WSDL descrip-
tion, and iii) the Object Constraint Language (OCL) [10]
as a standard of the Object Management Group (OMG)
for representing constraints in a programming language
independent manner.

Design by contract is a useful instrument to improve
service quality by imposing constraints, which must be
fulfilled during execution time. As these constraints are
typically expressed in a Turing complete language, arbitrary
business logic could be encoded. In this paper, we also
present guidelines on how to properly apply design by
contract by identifying functionality, which should not be
part of DbC assertions.

Before we explain our solution in the following sections,
we observe that several multi-purpose as well as domain-
specific constraint languages have already been proposed for
Web services (see, e.g., [11], [12], [13]). However, these
papers have their own specialty and do not address important
features of our approach:

o Contract expressions are automatically extracted from
the service implementation and mapped to an equiva-
lent contract policy.

¢ Our approach does not require an additional runtime
environment. Instead, it is the responsibility of the
underlying contract technology to enforce the specified
contracts.

o Usage of well-known specifications and widely sup-
ported technologies. Only the notions “contract asser-
tion” and “contract policy” have been coined in this
work.

The paper is structured as follows. Next we will introduce
the basics of design by contract. In Section III, we will
recall the problem description followed by the elaboration
of the solution architecture and an implementation strategy
on abstract level. Guidelines for applying design by contract
will be given in the Sections V and VI. So-called contract
policies will be defined in Section VII. Then we will apply
our strategy to Code Contracts for WCF services (Sec-
tion VIII) and Contracts for Java for JAX-WS Web Services
[14] (Section IX) followed by an example (Section X).
Limitations of the approach will be discussed in Section XI.
The paper will conclude with related work, a summary and
directions for future work.

II. DESIGN BY CONTRACT

Design by contract introduces the so-called assertions to
formalize selected aspects of a software system. Assertions
impose restrictions, which must be met at certain points
during program execution. An assertion can either be a
precondition and postcondition of a method or a class in-
variant. Typically, assertions constrain values of parameters
and variables such as range restrictions and null values. If
an assertion is violated during runtime (i.e., it is evaluated
to false), this is considered to be a software bug [15].
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A. Preconditions and Postconditions

Preconditions and postconditions are a means to sharpen
the specification of a method. While the method’s signa-
ture determines the required parameter types, preconditions
and postconditions impose further restrictions on parameter
values. Formally, a precondition (resp. postcondition) of a
method is a boolean expression that must be true at the
moment that the method starts (resp. ends) its execution. In
general, such expressions can be quite complex comprising
logical (e.g. and), arithmetic (e.g. +) and relational opera-
tors (e.g. >) as well as function calls (e.g. size ()).

Preconditions ensure that methods are really invoked
according to their specifications. Hence, a violation of a
precondition can be viewed as a software bug in the invoking
client code. In contrast, a method implementation can be
considered incorrect, if its postcondition is violated. This is
due to the fact that the implementation does not conform to
its specification.

B. Class Invariants

A class invariant is a constraint that should be true for
any instance of the class during its complete lifetime. In
particular, an invariant guarantees that only those instances
of a class are exchanged between method invoker and its
implementation that conform to the invariant constraints.
Analogously to preconditions and postconditions, a class
invariant is a boolean expression, which is evaluated during
program execution. If an invariant fails, an invalid program
state is detected.

III. PROBLEM DESCRIPTION

We start with considering a simple Web service that
returns the square root for a given number. We apply Code
Contracts [3] and Contracts for Java [4], respectively, to
formulate the precondition that the input parameter value
must be non-negative.

The following code fragment shows a realization as
a WCF service. According to the Code Contracts pro-
gramming model, the static method Requires of the
Contract class is used to specify a precondition while
a postcondition is indicated by the method Ensures.

-
using System.ServiceModel;

using System.Diagnostics.Contract;

[ServiceContract]
public interface IService {
[OperationContract]
double squareRoot (double d);
}

public class IServiceImpl IService {
public double squareRoot (double d) {
Contract.Requires (d >= 0);
return Math.Sqrt (d);
}

Listing 1. WCF service with Code Contracts.
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The next code fragment shows an implementation of the
square root service in a Java environment. In this example,
we use Contracts for Java. In contrast to Code Contracts,
Contract for Java uses annotations to impose constraints on
the parameter values: @requires indicates a precondition
and @ensures a postcondition.

import javax.jws.WebMethod;
import javax.jws.WebService;
import com.google.java.contract.Requires;

@WebService ()
public class Calculator {
@WebMethod
@Requires ("d >= 0")
public double squareRoot (double d) {
return Math.sqgrt (d);
}

Listing 2. Java based Web service with Contracts for Java.

Though the preconditions are part of the Web service
definition, they will not be part of the service’s WSDL in-
terface. This is due to the fact that during the deployment of
the service its preconditions, postconditions, and invariants
are completely ignored and hence are not considered when
generating the WSDL. This is not only true for a WCF
environment as already pointed out in [16], but also for Java
Web services environments such Glassfish/Metro [17] and
Axis2 [18].

As contracts defined in the service implementation are
not part of the WSDL, they are not visible to the Web
service consumer—unless the client side developer consults
additional resources such as an up to date documentation
of the service. But even if there would exist a valid docu-
mentation, the generated client side proxy objects will not
be aware of the constraints imposed on the Web service
implementation. Thus, if the contracts should already be
enforced on client side, the client developer has to manually
encode the constraints in the client application or the proxy
objects. Obviously, this approach would limit the acceptance
of applying contracts to Web services.

Our solution architecture overcomes these limitations by
automating the following activities:

o Contracts are extracted from the service implementa-
tion and will be transformed into corresponding OCL
expressions.

o The OCL expressions will be packaged as WS-Policy
assertions—so-called contract assertions.

« A contract policy (i.e., a set of contract assertions) will
be included into the service’s WSDL.

o Generation of contract-aware proxy objects—proxy ob-
jects that are equipped with contract expressions de-
rived from the contract policy.

o Usage of static analysis and runtime checking on both
client and server side as provided by the underlying
contract technologies.
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An important requirement from a Web service develop-
ment point of view is not only the automation of these
activities, but also a seamless integration into widely used
Integrated Development Environments (IDEs) such as Visual
Studio, Eclipse, and NetBeans. For example, when deploy-
ing a Web service project no additional user interaction
should be required to create and attach contract policies.

IV. SOLUTION ARCHITECTURE

In this section we introduce the components of the
proposed architecture (see Figure 1). This architecture has
been designed in such a way that is can be instantiated in
several ways supporting both .NET/WCF as well as Java
environments.

Interface contracts for Web Services

WSDL + Contract Policy

=

‘ Importer N
Component Exporter .
(Contracts aware proxy C t ™
generation) omponen
(WSDL + Contract Policy Creation)
Contracts aware Contracts
proxy objects enrichment
Web Service Web Service
Consumer Implementation
Contracts aware client Contracts aware server
runtime environment runtime environment

l Web Service invocation / SOAP

Figure 1. Solution architecture.

In short, our approach adopts the code first strategy for
developing Web services. One starts with implementing the
Web service’s functionality in some programming language
such as C# or Java. We assume that some contract technol-
ogy is used to enhance the service under development by
preconditions, postconditions, and invariants. In Figure 1,
this activity is indicated by contract enrichment. At this
point, one ends up with a contract-aware Web service
such as the sample square root service at the beginning of
Section III.

In order to properly evaluate the contracts during service
execution, a contract-aware runtime environment is required.
Such an environment is part of the employed contract
technology.

We adapt the standard deployment of the Web service
such that a contract policy is created and attached to the
WSDL. The exporter component performs the following
tasks:

1) Extraction of contract expressions by inspecting the

Web service implementation.
2) Validation of contract expressions.
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3) Construction of contract assertions and contract poli-
cies.

4) Creation of the service’s WSDL and attachment of the
contract policy.

5) Upload of the WSDL on a Web server.

Note that the generated contract policy is part of the
service’s WSDL and is therefore accessible for the service
consumer. Both the WSDL and the contract policy is used by
the importer component to generate and enhance the proxy
objects on service consumer side. The importer component
fulfills the following tasks:

1) Generation of the “standard” proxy objects.

2) Mapping of the contract assertions contained in the
contract policy into equivalent expressions of the con-
tract technology used on service consumer side.

3) Enhancement of the proxy objects with the contract
expressions created in the previous step.

Note that service consumer and service provider may use
different contract technologies. Due to the usage of OCL as
“neutral” constraint language, syntactic differences between
the underlying programming languages will be compensated.

V. GUIDELINES

As mentioned in Section II, the DbC principle is a
useful instrument to improve service quality by imposing
constraints, which must be fulfilled during execution time.
As the constraints are typically expressed in a Turing
complete language, DbC can be misused for specifying
arbitrary business logic contradicting the idea of interface
contracts. This section is concerned with the question, which
functionality should (not) be realized as DbC assertions. The
conformance to these guidelines can be viewed as quality
checking for DbC usage.

In the following, we take a closer look to the following
areas:

1) Side effect free operations

2) Validation of external input data

3) Exception handling with assertions

4) Visibility of member variables and data types
5) Subtyping.

A. Side Effect Free Operations

In [15], the nature of assertions is described to be applica-
tive. The term emphasizes that assertions should behave like
mathematical functions and hence should not produce any
side effects. As a consequence, read access to resources such
as member variables is feasible, however their modification
is disallowed. Strictly speaking, the term applicative not only
excludes modifications of the object the assertions applies
to, but also the invocation of operations that change the state
of runtime objects such as logging or console entities.

It should be noted that in DbC technologies such as Eiffel
[19], Code Contracts for .NET [3], Contracts for Java [4]
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and Java Modeling Language [5] assertions may invoke
arbitrary functions of the underlying programming language.
In their current versions, these technologies do not check the
applicative nature of DbC assertions. In other words, a DbC
designer does not get hints when invoking functions that
directly or indirectly produce side effects.

B. Validation of External Input Data

Bertrand Meyer recommends that assertions must not
be used for input validating (cf. [15]). Preconditions and
postconditions are “between” the method caller and the
method provider within a software component. In this sense,
both caller and provider are part of the same software and
do not represent an external system. Although a Web service
consumer is typically part of a different software component,
there is a deep logical dependency between service consumer
and service provider component, which means that both
components belong to the same system.

In contrast, validation of data coming from external sys-
tems should not be performed in DbC assertions. The logic
for checking the quality of those data should be implemented
in separate, standalone (importer) components by means of
typical validation constructs such as if/else.

C. Exception Handling with Assertions

This aspect addresses the question how to proceed if an
assertion is violated during runtime. Modern programming
languages support well-known exception handling strategies
based on try/catch blocks to locate abnormal situations and
to start appropriate compensation actions.

Although current DbC technologies allow exception han-
dling for dealing with failed assertions, a DbC designer
should not intermix both techniques. Otherwise, an excep-
tion thrown by the DbC runtime environment should be
handled by the surrounding application logic. This would not
only have a negative impact on the overall code structure,
but would also violate the first guideline “side effect free
operations”.

D. Visibility of Member Variables and Data Types

Web Services consumers and providers can be viewed
as two parts of a common software system. However,
both components are typically deployed and executed in
separated runtime environments. As indicated in Figure 1,
the Web service consumer sees an abstraction of the service
implementation and its contained DbC assertions by means
of the WSDL interface description. Thus, implementation
details are not passed to the client.

For example, suppose that an assertion specified in the
Web service implementation accesses a private member
variable. As private member variables are not contained in
a WSDL, this information is missing on consumer side.
Obviously, it would not be possible to check this assertion
in components, which invoke the Web service. The same
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situation arises when specific data types and classes are
embedded into DbC assertions, which are not available
in the client environment. Thus, DbC assertions should
only contain variables, data types, and methods that are
meaningful and available also on Web service consumer
side.

E. Subtyping

As most DbC technologies allow inheritance of precon-
ditions and postconditions, it has to be considered how to
handle such circumstances. Liskov and Wing [20] analyzed
problems, which may occur in such settings. They argue that
preconditions should not be strengthened by preconditions
defined in derived classes. In contrast, postconditions and
class invariants should not be weakened in the same way.
This principle is also called behavioral subtyping.

Current DbC technologies apply a pragmatic approach
to ensure this principle. They simply build disjunctions of
the inherited preconditions. Analogously, postconditions and
invariants are connected by a conjunction, which means
that derived DbC assertions never become weaker (see, e.g.,
[21]). Of course, from a DbC developer point of view one
would expect more support exceeding this basic syntactic
manipulation.

VI. AUTOMATED RECOGNITION OF GUIDELINES

The automated detection of the described guidelines
would be a useful feature of a DbC infrastructure. In the
following, we elaborate to what extent such an approach
would be feasible.

A. Side Effect Free Operations

Basically, the automated recognition of side effects is
possible. We have to distinguish several cases. For example,
suppose an assertion invokes a function that does not return
any value (i.e., the return type is void). The only reason for
calling this function is due to its side effects. The same is
true in situations where return values are not processed in
DbC assertions.

Another indicator for side effects are assignments to
member variables such as this.x = 5;. Such statements can
be easily identified by inspecting the code structure. It should
be noted that some programming languages provide build-in
support for declaring methods that have only limited access
to resources. For example, in C++ member function can be
marked with the keyword const, indicating that the function
will not change the state of its enclosing objects [22].

In Code Contracts, the property pure can be used to mark
methods as side effect free. As described in [3], the current
version behaves as follows: If a method not marked as pure
is used within an assertion, a warning is generated.

When it comes to automated recognition of side effects
of entities such as logging or console, different strategies
are conceivable. One strategy would be to disallow such
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method calls at all, even though they are not part of the
“real” business logic. Such a restrictive approach would be
inline with the applicative nature of DbC assertions. One
could also imagine a more liberal strategy, which allows
the usage of well-defined operations (e.g., System.out.
println, BufferedWriter, etc. in a Java environment). Such
method calls may facilitate debugging and testing both of the
software system and the attached DbC assertions.

B. Validation of External Input Data

As described in the previous section, data received from
external systems should not be validated by means of DbC
assertions. To check this guideline, it must be figured out,
whether a specific data source should be considered external.
Due to the fact that DbC technologies support function calls
within assertions, data can be fetched from arbitrary sources
as shown in the following listing.

-
private int userNumberInput () {

try {
return Integer.parselnt (new BufferedReader (new
InputStreamReader (System.in)) .readLine());

} catch (Exception e) { return -1; }

}

@Requires ({

public int add(int a,
return a + b;

"userNumberInput () !=
int b) {

1" })

}

-

Listing 3. Example for validating external input.

This code fragment applies Contracts for Java for spec-
ifying a precondition, which depends on data read from an
input stream.

In this case, it is obvious that the precondition does not
have any semantic relationship to the add method and should
therefore be avoided. However, in general there are situa-
tions, which are more complicated. For example, consider
a method that processes data taken from files or network
sockets. Depending on its functionality, the validation of
the received data may be part of the method’s contract
(and hence should be specified in a precondition) or may
define some separate processing, which is only required in
a specific context. Thus, an automatic compliance checker
for this guideline is conceivable only in limited settings.

C. Exception Handling with Assertions

In contrast to the previous guideline, this rule can be
recognized automatically. This can be achieved by analyzing
the syntactic structure of the DbC assertions.

D. Visibility of Member Variables and Data Types

In general, due to the modifiers for visibility of member
variables such as private, it could be derived automatically
whether a member variable used in a DbC assertion is really
meaningful to a local client.

Now suppose a client application, which invokes a Web
service. As mentioned before, such a client sees the data
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types and its embedded members, which are published in
the WSDL of the Web service implementation. Hence, it
can be checked whether a DbC assertion contains a member
or a data type, which is not occurring in the WSDL. Hence,
the exporter component can fully check this guideline.

E. Subtyping

Finally, the fifth guideline demands the conformance to
the behavioral subtyping principle. In the previous section
we observed that most DbC technologies have chosen a
pragmatic approach by simply joining preconditions, post-
conditions, and invariants in derived classes (see, e.g., [23],
[4]). However, this simple rewriting does not really solve
the specification error.

In contrast, Code Contracts comes with a different strat-
egy. As mentioned in [3], this technology does not allow
adding any preconditions in derived types. For postcondi-
tions and invariants the behavior is similar to that of the
corresponding Java technologies.

It should be noted, that a full validation of the subtyping
principle is general not possible. Given two expressions
(e.g., preconditions), it is in general not decidable for Turing
complete DbC languages whether the one expression entails
the other.

F. DbC Infrastructure Extensions

We have investigated to what extent an automated recog-
nition of the proposed guidelines is possible. We have seen
that most of the guidelines can be checked by inspecting the
syntactic structure of the source code. So far, we have not
implemented such a “code inspector”. The focus of our work
is the elaboration of an overall solution architecture, which
identifies important components for, e.g., the extraction
of DbC expressions and the generation of contracts-aware
proxy objects.

A conformance checker for the proposed guidelines is not
part of this work. In fact, we believe that such a functionality
should be provided by concrete DbC technologies. The
designers of DbC implementations such as [3] and [4] can
use this information to improve their approaches. Basically,
we assume that a DbC compiler should produce warnings,
if guidelines are violated.

VII. CONTRACT POLICIES

Having investigated important guidelines for DbC asser-
tions, we now take a closer look to the exporter compo-
nent. As shown in Figure 1, this component creates the
interface contract for Web services, which is represented
by a WSDL description together with a contract policy. In
this section, we start with defining the building blocks of
contract policies, followed by a very short introduction to the
Object Constraint Language (OCL). In the final subsection,
examples are given.
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A. Contract Assertions

We now define contract assertions and contract policies,
which allow the representation of constraints in some neu-
tral, programming language independent format. We apply
the well-known WS-Policy standard for the following rea-
sons: WS-Policy is supported by almost all Web services
frameworks and is the standard formalism for enriching
WSDL interfaces. With WS-PolicyAttachment [9], the prin-
ciples for including policies into WSDL descriptions are
specified.

WS-Policy defines the structure of the so-called assertions
and their compositions, but does not define their “content”.
To represent preconditions, postconditions, and invariants,
we need some language for formulating such expressions.
We decided to use the Object Constraint Language (OCL)
because of its high degree of standardization and sup-
port by existing OCL libraries such as the Dresden OCL
Toolkit [24].

To formally represent constraints with WS-Policy, we
introduce so-called contract assertions. The XML schema
as follows:

<xsd:schema ...>
<xsd:element name =
<xsd:complexType>
<xsd:sequence>
<xsd:element name =

"ContractAssertion"/>

"Precondition"

type = "xsd:string"

maxOccurs = "unbounded"/>
<xsd:element name = "Postcondition"

type = "xsd:string"

maxOccurs = "unbounded"/>
<xsd:element name = "Invariant"

type = "xsd:string"

maxOccurs = "unbounded"/>

</xsd:sequence>

<xsd:attribute name = "Name"
type "xs:string"/>
<xsd:attribute name = "Context"
type "xs:anyURI"
use = "required"/>

</xsd:complexType>
</xsd:schema>

-

Listing 4. XML schema for contract assertions.

A ContractAssertion has two attributes: a manda-
tory context and an optional name for an identifier. The
context attribute specifies the Web service to which the
constraint applies. To be precise, the value of the context
attribute is the name of the operation as specified in the
portType section of the WSDL. In case of an invariant,
the context attribute refers to the type defined in the types
section.

The body of a contract assertion consists of a set of OCL
expressions. Depending on the surrounding element type the
expression represents a precondition, a postcondition, or an
invariant. The expressions may refer to the parameter and
return values of an operation as well as to the attributes of

a type.
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B. OCL Expressions

OCL is a formal language for specifying particular aspects
of an application system is a declarative manner. Typically,
OCL is used in combination with the Unified Modeling
Language (UML) [25] to further constrain UML models.
In OCL, “a constraint is a restriction on one or more values
of (part of) an object-oriented model or system” [26]. In our
context, OCL expressions will be used to specify constraints
for Web services.

We use the following features of OCL in contract asser-
tions:

o The basic types Boolean, Integer, Real, and
String.

e Operations such as and, or, and implies for the
Boolean type.

« Arithmetic (e.g., +, =) and relational operators (e.g., =,
<) for the types Integer and Real.

o Operations such as concat, size, and substring
for the String type.

o The collection types Set and Sequence.

o The construct Tuple to compose several values.

In order to impose restrictions on collections of objects,
OCL defines operations for collection types. Well-known
operations are:

e size ():returns the number of elements in a collection

to which the method applies.

e count (object): returns the number of occurrences

of object in a collection.

e includes (object): yields true if object is an

element in a collection.

e forAll (expr): yields true if expr is true for all

elements in the collection.

e select (expr): returns a subcollection containing

all objects for which expr is true.

e reject (expr): returns a subcollection containing

all objects for which expr is false.

These operations may be used to constrain admissible
values for collections occurring in the service’s WSDL.

Before we give some examples, we introduce the key-
words @pre and result, which can be used in post-
conditions. To impose restrictions on the return value of a
service, the latter keyword can be used. In a postcondition,
the parameters may have different values at invocation and
termination, respectively, of the service. To access the orig-
inal value upon completion of the operation, the parameter
must be equipped with the prefix @pre.

C. Examples

The first example considers the square root service from
Section III, extended by a postcondition. The XML fragment
in Listing 5 shows a formulation as a contract assertion. The
identifier d in the precondition refers to the parameter name
of the service as specified in the WSDL.
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<ContractAssertion context="SquareRootService">
<Precondition>
d>= 0
</Precondition>
<Postcondition>
result >= 0
</Postcondition>
</ContractAssertion>

-

Listing 5. Contract assertion for square root service.

The next example illustrates two features: i) the definition
of an invariant and ii) the usage of a path notation to
navigate to members and associated data values. Consider
the type CustomerData with members name, first name
and address. If address is represented by another complex
data type with members such as street, zip and city, we can
apply the path expression customer.address.zip to
access the value of the zip attribute for a particular customer
instance.

Whenever an instance of CustomerData is exchanged
between service provider and consumer, consistency checks
can be performed as shown in the following figure:

<ContractAssertion context="CustomerDataService">
<Invariant>
this.name.size() > 0
</Invariant>
<Invariant>
this.age >= 0
</Invariant>
<Invariant>
this.address.zip.size ()
</Invariant>
</ContractAssertion>

>= 0

-

Listing 6. An invariant constraint.

To demonstrate the usage of constraints on collections
we slightly extend the example. Instead of passing a single
customerData instance, assume that the service now
requires a collection of those instances. Further assume
that the parameter name is cds. In order to state that
the collection must contain at least one instance, we can
apply the expression cds—->size () >= 1. With the help
of the forAll operator one can for instance impose the
constraint that the zip attribute must have a certain value:
cds->forAll (zip = 78120).

VIII. CODE CONTRACTS AND WCF

We now instantiate the solution architecture presented in
Section IV. We start with investigating Code Contracts for
WCEF (this section); the following section applies Contracts
for Java to JAX Web services.

A. Exporting Contract Policies

In WCEF, additional WS-Policy descriptions can be at-
tached to a WSDL via a so-called custom binding. Such
a binding uses the PolicyExporter mechanism also
provided by WCEF. To export a contract policy as described in
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Section IV, a class derived from BindingElement must
be implemented. The inherited method ExportPolicy
contains the specific logic for creating contract policies.
Details for defining custom bindings and applying the WCF
exporter mechanism are described elsewhere (e.g., [16]) and
hence are not elaborated here.

B. Creating Contract Assertions

Code Contracts expressions are mapped to corresponding
contract assertions. Thereby we distinguish between the
creation of 7) the embedding context and ii) OCL expressions
for preconditions, postconditions, and invariants.

In Code Contracts, a precondition (resp. postcondition)
is specified by a Contract.Requires statement (resp.
Contract.Ensures). Thus, for each Requires and
Ensures statement contained in the Web service imple-
mentation, a corresponding element (i.e., Precondition
or Postcondition) will be generated. The context at-
tribute of the contract assertion is the Web service to which
the constraint applies.

According to the Code Contracts programming model, a
class invariant is realized by a method that is annotated with
the attribute ContractInvariantMethod. For such a
method, the element Invariant will be created; its con-
text is the type that contains the method.

Let us now consider the mapping from Code Contracts
expressions to corresponding ones of OCL. We first observe
that Code Contracts expressions may not only be composed
of standard operators (such as Boolean, arithmetic and
relational operators), but can also invoke pure methods, i.e.,
methods that are side-effect free and hence do not update
any pre-existing state. While the standard operators can be
mapped to OCL in a straightforward manner, user defined
functions (e.g., prime number predicate) typically do not
have counterparts in OCL and hence will not be translated
to OCL. For a complete enumeration of available OCL
functions see [10], [26].

The following table gives some examples for selected
features:

[ Code Contracts [ OCL |
0 <= x && x <= 10 0 <= x and
x <= 10
x != null not x.isType
(OclVoid)
Contract.OldValue (param) @pre param
Contract.Result<T> () return
Contract.ForAll cds—>forAll
(cds, cd => cd.age >= 0) (age >= 0)
Table 1.  Mapping of Code Contracts expressions to OCL.

In the first two examples x denotes a name of an operation
parameter. They illustrate that there are minor differences
regarding the concrete syntax of operators in both languages.
The third example shows the construction how to access
the value of a parameter at method invocation. While Code
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Contracts provide a Result method to impose restrictions
on the return value of an operation, OCL introduces the
keyword return. In the final example, cds represents a
collection; the expressions impose restrictions, which must
be fulfilled by all instances contained in the collection.

C. Collections and Functions

OCL provides a limited set of collection types and func-
tions. Table 2 shows how important collection types and
functions of C# will be mapped to OCL.

[C# [ OCL ]
System.Collections.Generic. Set
HashSet (Of T)

System.Array Sequence
System.Collections.Generic.List ( Sequence
Of T)
!System.Ling.Enumerable.Any () Collection.
isEmpty ()
System.Collections.ICollection. Collection.
Count () size()
System.Collections.Generic.List. Sequence
Add (object) .append (
object)
int % int Integer.mod
(int)
System.Math.Max (double, double) Double.max (
double)
System.String.ToUpper () String.
toUpper ()
System.String.Concat (String) String.
concat (
String)
System.String.Substring (intStart, String.
intOffset) substring
(intStart
— 1,
intStart +
intOffset)
Table 2. Mapping types and functions from C# to OCL.

It should be noted that there are some widely used
types, which are not supported by OCL. An example is a
type representing dates. Such a type is part of Java (e.g.,
java.util.Date) and C# (e.g., DateTime in the .NET
system namespace). In such a case we propose the following
strategy. We define a set of “virtual” OCL types (e.g.,
OCL_Date) together with the mapping rules between the
corresponding types in the programming languages such as
C# and Java. Thus, we can easily extend OCL by additional
types, which are typically used in DbC assertions and which
should be available at WSDL interface level. Of course, the
implementations of the mappings to OCL must be adapted
accordingly.

D. Importing Contract Assertions

As shown in Figure 1, the role of the importer com-
ponent is to construct contract-aware proxy objects. WCF
comes with the tool svcutil.exe that takes a WSDL
description and produces the classes for the proxy objects.
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Note that svcutil.exe does not process custom policies,
which means that the proxy objects do not contain contract
assertions.

WCEF provides a mechanism for evaluating custom poli-
cies by creating a class that implements the IPolicy-
ImporterExtension interface. In our approach, we
create such a class that realizes the specific logic for parsing
contract assertions and for generating corresponding Code
Contracts assertions. As the standard proxy class is a partial
class, the created Code Contracts assertions can be simply
included by creating a new file.

IX. CONTRACTS FOR JAVA FOR JAX WEB SERVICES

In this section, we consider a contract technology for Java.
The principles of this description can be carried over to other
Java based contracts technologies.

A. Exporting Contract Policies

In Contracts for Java [4], the preconditions, postcon-
ditions, and invariants are expressed with the annotations
Requires, Ensures, and Invariant, respectively. An
example has been given in Section III.

The reflection API of Java SE allows the inspection of
meta-data. In order to access the annotations of methods we
apply these API functions. Given a method (which can be
obtained by applying getMethods () on a class or an in-
terface), one can invoke the method getAnnotations ()
to get its annotations. Such an annotation object represents
the contract expression to be transformed into an OCL
expression.

Before we consider in more detail this transformation,
we discuss how to create and embed contract policies
into WSDL descriptions. A Web services framework pro-
vides API functions for these tasks; these functions are
not standardized, though. As a consequence, we need to
apply specific mechanisms provided by the underlying Web
services frameworks.

Basically, the developer has to create a WS-Policy with
the assigned assertions. To include the policy file into the
service’s WSDL, one can use the annotation @Policy,
which takes the name of the WS-Policy file and embeds
it into the WSDL. Other frameworks create an “empty”
default policy, which can be afterwards replaced by the full
policy file. During deployment, the updated policy will be
embedded into the service’s WSDL.

B. Creating Contracts Assertions

In Contracts for Java, the expressions contained in the
@requires, @ensures, and @invariant annotations
are either simple conditions (e.g., d >= 0) or complex
terms with operators such as && and ||. As in Code
Contracts, the expressions may refer to parameter values
and may contain side-effect free methods with return type
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boolean. Similar to the mapping of Code Contracts ex-
pressions, these methods will not be mapped to contract
assertions (see Section VIII-B).

The following table gives some hints how to map expres-
sions from Contracts for Java to OCL.

’ Contracts for Java ‘ OCL
0 <= x && x <= 10 | 0 <= x and x <= 10
x !'= null not x.isType (OclvVoid)
old (param) @pre param
result return
Table 3. Mapping of selected Contracts for Java expressions to OCL.

Note that Contracts for Java currently does not provide
special support for collections (such as a ForAll operator).
Thus, a special predicate needs to be defined by the contract
developer.

C. Collections and Functions

As for C#, we will also give mappings from Java collec-
tion types and functions to OCL (see Table 4).

[ Java type [ OCL type |
java.util.Set Set
java.util.Array Sequence
java.util.List Sequence
java.util.Collection.isEmpty () Collection.

isEmpty ()
java.util.Collection.size () Collection.
size ()
java.util.List.add (object) Sequence
.append (
object)
int % int Integer.mod
(int)
java.lang.Math.max (double, double Double.max (
) double)
java.lang.String.toUpperCase () String.
toUpper ()
java.lang.String.concat (String) String.
concat (
String)
java.lang.String.substring ( String.
intStart, intEnd) substring(
intStart -
1, intEnd)
Table 4.  Data type mappings from Java to OCL.

D. Importing Contract Assertions

To obtain the (standard) proxy objects, tools such as
WSDL2Java are provided by Java Web services frame-
works. Given a WSDL file, such a tool generates Java
classes for the proxy objects. In order to bring the contract
constraints to the proxy class, we apply the following
strategy:

1) Import of the contract policy contained in the WSDL

description.

2) Enhancement of the proxy classes by Contracts for

Java expressions obtained from the contract policy.
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There is no standardized API to perform these tasks.
However, Java based Web services infrastructures provide
their specific mechanisms. A well-known approach for ac-
cessing the assertions contained in a WS-Policy is the
usage of specific importer functionality. To achieve this, one
can implement and register a customized policy importer,
which in our case generates @requires, @ensures,
and @invariant annotations for the contract assertions
contained in the WS-Policy.

The second step interleaves the generated expressions with
the standard proxy classes. A minimal invasive approach is
as follows: Instead of directly enhancing the methods in the
proxy class, we create a new interface, which contains the
required Contracts for Java expressions. The proxy objects
must only slightly be extended by adding an “implements”
relationship to the interface created. This extension can be
easily achieved during a simple post-processing activity after
WSDL2Java has been called.

X. EXAMPLE

As an example, consider a weather data Web ser-
vice as provided by the National Weather Service (NWS,
http://www.weather.gov). We take a closer look to
the NDFDgenByDay service, which is described as follows:
“Returns National Weather Service digital weather forecast
data. Supports latitudes and longitudes for the continen-
tal United States, Hawaii, Guam, and Puerto Rico only.
Allowable values for the input variable “format” are “24
hourly” and “12 hourly”. The input variable “startDate”
is a date string representing the first day (Local) of data to
be returned. The input variable “numDays” is the integer
number of days for which the user wants data.”

Many of the Web services provided by NWS require a
latitude and a longitude both specifying the geographical
point of interest. Depending on the service, additional pa-
rameters such as the start date and length of the forecast.
If called successfully, such a service will return a string,
which represents the weather forecast encoded in the Digital
Weather Markup Language (DWML).

The following listing shows the service’s interface with
WCF/CH#.

using System.ServiceModel;
using System.Diagnostics.Contract;

[ServiceContract]
public interface WeatherService ({
[OperationContract]
string NDFDgenByDay (
decimal latitude, decimal longitude,
System.DateTime startDate,
int numDays,
string format);

Listing 7. WCF/C# interface of NDFDgenByDay.
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With the help of the Code Contract technology we formal-
ize some of the constraints expressed in the documentation.
Listing 8 focusses on selected preconditions and postcondi-
tions of the service.

fpublic class WeatherServiceImpl
public string NDFDgenByDay (
decimal latitude,
decimal longitude,
System.DateTime startDate,
int numDays,
string format) {
Contract.Requires (latitude > 120 && ...);
Contract.Requires (longitude < =175 && ...);
Contract.Requires (numDays > 0 && numDays < 8);
Contract.Requires (format.Equals("12 hourly") ||
format.Equals ("24 hourly"));

: WeatherService {

Contract.Ensures (
Contract.Result<string> () .Length > 0);

// here follows the implementation
// of the core functionality
return ... ;

}

}

-

Listing 8. Excerpt of a NDFDgenByDay implementation.

Given this description of the service, our approach auto-
matically derives a representation of the DbC constraints.
In particular, it creates a contract assertion with an OCL
encoding of the constraints (see Listing 9).

r<ContractAssertion context="NDFDgenByDay">
<Precondition>
latitude > 120 &&
</Precondition>
<Precondition>
longitude < -175 &&
</Precondition>
<Precondition>
numDays > 0 && numDays < 8
</Precondition>
<Postcondition>
result.size ()
</Postcondition>
</ContractAssertion>

> 0

Listing 9. Contract assertion for the weather service.

As described above, this contract assertion is packaged
into a contract policy, which will be attached to the weather
service’s WSDL. This interface description is used to gen-
erate the contract-aware clients for NET/WCF (cf. Section
VIII-D) and JAX (cf. Section IX-D).

XI. LIMITATIONS AND OPEN ISSUES

We have already mentioned that contract languages have
a higher expressivity than OCL. They in particular allow the
usage of user-defined predicates implemented, e.g., in Java
or C#. As OCL is not a full-fledged programming language,
not every predicate can be mapped to OCL. In other words,
only a subset of the constraints will be available at interface
level. At first sight, this seems to be a significant limitation.
However, the role of preconditions and postconditions is
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usually restricted to perform (simple) plausibility checks on
parameter and return values. OCL has been designed in this
direction and hence supports such kinds of functions.

Although WS-Policy [8] and WS-PolicyAttachment [9]
are widely used standards, there is no common API to export
and import WS-Policy descriptions. As mentioned before,
Web services infrastructures have their specific mechanisms
and interfaces how to attach and access policies. Thus, the
solutions presented in this paper must be slightly adapted
if another Web services framework should be used. For
instance, the exporter and importer classes for processing
contract policies must be derived from different interfaces;
also the deployment of these classes must be adapted.

Finally, we observe that the exception handling must be
changed, if contract policies are used. This is due to the fact
that the contract runtime environment has the responsibility
to check the constraints. If, e.g., a precondition is violated,
an exception defined by the contract framework will be
raised, that contains a description of the violation (e.g., that
the value of a particular parameter is invalid). This must be
respected by the client developer—at least during the test
phase of the software application.

XII. RELATED WORK

There are several approaches that increase the expres-
sivity of WSDL towards the specification of constraints.
An overview of different constraint validation approaches
is given in Froihofer [27] together with an evaluation of
different implementation strategies ranging from in-place
injection to wrapper- and compiler-based approaches. In
particular, the impact on performance was investigated. In
[28], Web services are enhanced by using DbC expressions
to add behavorial information. In contrast to our work, the
DbC assertions are not extracted from the Web service’s
implementation.

With WS-PolicyConstraints ([11], [29]) there is a domain
independent, multi-purpose assertion language for formal-
izing capabilities and constraints as WS-Policy assertions.
Basically, this language could be used to define code contract
constraints. However, since WS-PolicyConstraints does not
have an implementation, we use OCL expressions within
contract assertions.

There are some results originating from the service moni-
toring area that are related to our approach. A communality
is the usage of formal languages for specifying additional
requirements for services not expressible within WSDL.
Languages such as WS-Col (cf. [30]), WS-Policy4AMASC
(cf. [31]) and annotated BPEL (cf. [32]) are optimized for
monitoring messages and support, for example, message
filtering, logging and correlation. However, this is not the
target of our approach. Instead, our focus lies on the usage
of the standardized language OCL for the specification of
constraints.
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The formalization of security constraints for Web services
is a hot topic since the early days of Web services. WS-
Security [33] and WS-SecurityPolicy [12] are two well-
known and widely used specifications for imposing con-
straints addressing encryption and attachment of signatures
for Web services. These approaches do not compete with
our approach, but can be applied in addition.

XIII. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we have elaborated a solution architecture
that brings design by contract to Web services. Through
our approach, important constraints (i.e., preconditions and
postconditions for methods as well as class invariants) are no
longer ignored, but will be included into the service’s WSDL
interface description. As a consequence, service consumers
not only see the parameter types required to successfully
invoke the Web service, but also restrictions imposed on the
types such as range restrictions.

We would like to stress two important features of our
approach. First, our solution is based on well-known and
widely used standards such as WS-Policy and the Object
Constraint Language. Hence, no proprietary frameworks are
required to implement the solution architecture. Second, in
order to show the feasibility of our approach, we have instan-
tiated our architecture with two different DbC technologies
and Web services frameworks.

As mentioned in Sections V and VI, the proposed guide-
lines can be viewed as quality checker. This means that only
those expressions should be contained in DbC assertions,
which are inline with the design by contract principle.
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Abstract—Increasing cloud platforms have been developed infrastructure. Such a computing model significantly restuc
in the recent time and are provisioning different services 6 the cost for resource and software management, which is
customers. The existence of different cloud provides offerthe  cjaqr)y an attractive benefit for small business companies
users an opportunity of combining different cloud services o e
to run their scientific workflows with lower cost and higher and res_earCh groups. In addition to cost-efficiency, Cloud
performance. In this work we developed a framework to ~ Computing shows other advantages such as on-demand re-
allow combining individual services of different clouds tosolve ~ source provision, supporting legacy codes, service riéitigb
complex problems with efficiency. The framework contains a easy management, and so on. Therefore, more and more

workflow management system that processes users workflow  o15q infrastructures are established and increasing etsnb
descriptions and starts the related services automaticall on S
of users are joining the cloud world.

the target clouds. A data management component takes care of : ) . )
the data exchange between the underlying clouds. Moreoves, The fact that different cloud providers exist brings a
prediction model computes the potential cost and performace  chance to users: combining different cloud services to effi-

of running a workflow on existing clouds, giving users help  ciently solve a complex problem. However, it also introdiice
in selecting the execution target for better performance/ost  qitficulties for deciding to choose which cloud in case
effect. . . . A . .

of multiple identical services. Depending on the size and

Keywords-Service Composition, Cloud Computing, Workflow  requirement of tasks as well as the hardware configuration
Engine, Cloud Interoperability of clouds the tasks may perform better on some platforms
than on others.

The goal of this work is to design and prototypically

Cloud Computing is an emerging technology for pro-implement a management system that combines different
viding IT capacities as services. Increasing number otloud services to run a user-defined workflow with an
customers is using the resources, such as computationatiditional functionality of helping users select the cloud
power, software, storage, and network, offered by variouproviders.
cloud providers for their daily computation requirement. A workflow is a methodology that splits the computation
However, inter-cloud computing is still a novel topic. We of a complex problem into several tasks. A well-known
developed a workflow framework to enable the interactionscenario is to run scientific experiments on the Grid [6],
across different cloud infrastructures [1]. where an entire computation is partitioned and distributed

The service concept has been proposed for severaver several computing nodes with a result of being able
decades. However, the term of Cloud Computing was knowo process large data sets. This scenario can also occur
first in 2008 as Amazon published its Elastic Computeon the cloud when scientific applications move to them.
Cloud (EC2) [2] and Simple Storage Service (S3) [3]. CloudFurthermore, there are other scenarios on the cloud, where
Computing became thereafter a hot topic in both industrialisers require the workflow support. For example, users may
and academic areas. There exist different definitions o€ompose the services provided by different clouds to benefit
Cloud Computing, including our earlier contribution [4]. from their diverse functionality and to achieve a better
Recently, the National Institute of Standards and Tectgylo performance/cost ratio.

(NIST) provides a specific definition: Cloud Computing Currently, it is possible to run a workflow on the cloud
is a model for enabling convenient, on-demand networl{7]. However, running workflows is still limited to a single
access to a shared pool of configurable computing resourcetoud platform. The partitions (called tasks) of a workflow,
(e.g., networks, servers, storage, applications, andcgs)v  however, may have different behavior on different clouds,
that can be rapidly provisioned and released with minimaindicating a requirement of running workflows across sdvera
management effort or service provider interaction [5]. cloud platforms.

A specific feature of Cloud Computing is that computation To enable this execution mode we developed a workflow
and storage resources are provided as services. In thimanagement system with a workflow engine, a data man-
way, applications/software can be executed or maintained cagement component, and a mathematical model for perfor-
the cloud without the necessity of operating an own localmance and cost prediction. In difference to Grid workflow

I. INTRODUCTION
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implementations that target on a unified interface [8], a only compromise one VM, while the other applications
cloud workflow system has to cope with different interfaces and operating systems maintain a secure state.
and features of individual clouds. In order to enable the « Availability: VMs can be easily migrated increasing the
combination of single workflow tasks running on various system’s fault tolerance and availability.
clouds, we implemented a cloud abstraction layer to deliver Currently established cloud infrastructures mainly dliv
common access interfaces. The developed framework wasree kinds of services: Infrastructure as a Service (laaS)
tested with several sample workflows. Software as a Service (SaaS), and Platform as a Service.
The remainder of the paper is organized as following.laaS targets on an on-demand provision of the computa-
Section 1l gives a short introduction of Cloud Computing, tional resources. The commercial computing cloud Amazon
together with some related work. Section Il analyzes theEC2 and its non-commercial implementation Eucalyptus [9]
requirement on a cloud workflow framework and presentsare well-known examples of laaS-featured cloud platforms.
the designed software architecture. Section 1V describes 0 SaaS allows the consumers to use the provider’s application
initial prototypical implementation of the workflow frame- running on a cloud infrastructure. The applications are
work in detail. Section V shows the experimental resultsaccessible from various client devices through a thin tlien
with sample workflows. The paper concludes in Section Vlinterface [5]. An example of SaaS is Web-based email.

with a short summary and several future directions. PaaS targets on an entire platform including the hardware
and the application development environment. Google App
Il. BACKGROUND AND RELATED WORK Engine [10] and Microsoft Azure [11] are examples of PaaS-

N . . featured clouds.
Cloud Computing introduces a new computing paradigm. The concept of resource sharing in Cloud Computing is

This parad?gm uses virtualization as its funda_lme_ntal tethn similar to Grid Computing. Cloud Computing allows on-
ogy. A traditional computersystgm runs app!lcan(_)ns_dlyec demand resource creation and easy access to resources,
on th_e complete physical machine. Using virtualization, ap while Grid Computing developed standards and provides

: X : - ) r\/arious utilities. Table | shows several major featuresaihb

M typ_ncally running a single application and a different computing paradigms. A detailed comparison between Grid
operating system. L . and Cloud Computing can be found in [12].

~ Cloud Computing distinguishes itself from other comput- - 5 tility implemented on the Grid is the workflow
ing paradigms, like Grid Computing, Global Computing, andy,5nagement system. Production Grids, such as WLCG [13],
Internet Computing, in the following aspects: TeraGrid [14], and EGEE [15], commonly support the exe-

« Utility computing model: users obtain and employ com- cution of scientific workflows on the underlying resources.
puting platforms in computing clouds as easily as theyThere are also various implementations of workflow engines
access a traditional public utility (such as electricity, on the Grid. Examples are ASKALON [16], Unicore [17],
water, natural gas, or telephone network). Kepler [18], GridAnt [19], Pegasus [20], and GridFlow [21].

» On-demand service provisioning: computing cloudsAn overview of these workflow systems is presented in [22].
provide resources and services for users on demand. The research work on workflow management systems on
Users can customize and personalize their computinghe cloud has been started. A well-known project is the
environments later on, for example, software instal-Cloudbus Toolkit [23] that defines a complete architecture
lation, network configuration, as users usually ownfor creating market-oriented clouds. A workflow engine is
administrative privileges. also mentioned in the designed architecture and described

« QoS guaranteed offer: the computing environmentsn detail in [24]. The authors analyzed the requirement and
provided by computing clouds can guarantee QoS fochanges needed to be incorporated when moving scientific
users, e.g., hardware performance like CPU speed, I/@orkflows to clouds. They also described the visions and
bandwidth and memory size. The computing cloudinherent difficulties when a workflow involves various cloud
renders QoS in general by processing Service Leveservices.

Agreement (SLA) with users. In the sense of service combination, there are several

« Autonomous system: the computing cloud is an au-efforts on automated processes [25]-[27]. For service com-
tonomous system and it is managed transparently t@osition on the cloud research issues have been discussed
users. Hardware, software and data inside clouds caj28], [29] and practices have been conducted as well [30]. In
be automatically reconfigured, orchestrated and conaddition, there are also activities on preparing and exegut
solidated to present a single platform image, finallyworkflows [31] on such composite services. Recently, sci-
rendered to the users. entists proposed the idea of “federated clouds” [32], which

« Security: the host system monitors the communicatiorcan effectively utilize several clouds to enhance the QoS.
to the VMs, restricting the number of successful at- Existing work on cloud workflow systems is either in the
tacks. Even if an attack is effective, the attack couldresearch phase or an implementation work within a single

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



International Journal on Advances in Software, vol 5 no 1 & 2, year 2012, http.//www.iariajournals.org/software/

67
Table |
CLOUD VS. GRID: A FUNDAMENTAL COMPARISON.

Cloud Computing Grid Computing
Objective Provide desired computing platform Resource sharing

via network enabled services Job execution
Infrastructure One or few data centers Geographically distributed,

heterogeneous/homogeneous resources heterogeneous resources,

under central control no central control, VO

Industry and business Research and academic organizatior
Middleware Proprietary, several reference implementationdVell developed, maintained,

exist, e.g., Amazon and documented
Application Suited for general applications Special application domains

like High Energy Physics

User interface Easy to use/deploy, no complex user Difficult to use and to deploy

interface required Need new user interface,

e.g., commands, APIs, SDKs, services

Business model Commercial: pay-as-you-use Publicly funded: use for free
Enabling technology Virtualization, SaaS, Web 2.0, Web service, |..HPC, Grid infrastructure, middleware|
QoS Possible Little support
On-demand provisioning Yes No

cloud platform. The work presented in this paper aims at
a prototypical implementation of a workflow engine that
enables the execution of a workflow across different cloud
platforms thereby using their individual services. Sucha t

is currently still not available. Our goal is to simply prdeia
new functionality rather than to investigate a comprehansi
solution. Therefore, we majorly focus on the design of an
architecture and a prototypical implementation with basic
functionalities. Our main contributions are the workflow
engine that enables inter-cloud service combination aad th
proposal of a prediction model for estimating the execution
time of tasks on different clouds.

1. ARCHITECTUREDESIGN Figure 1. A sample execution scenario of cloud workflows.

Grid Computing has been investigated for more than a
dozen of years and established standards. Cloud Computin
in contrast, is a novel technology and has not been standar
ized. The specific feature of each cloud brings additiona
challenges to implementing a workflow engine on clouds.

hly supported by a few cloud infrastructures. To link the
ervices of different clouds, an abstraction layer is togee
equired for providing an identical view with the data and
interfaces of the target cloud infrastructures.

Additionally, the service price varies across cloud

, . providers. Cloud users usually expect an optimal perfor-
Grid workflows may be executed in several resourcénance vs. cost tradeoff: i.e., acquiring the best service

centers but the involved resources are contained in a singlgith the lowest payment. While increasing number of cloud
Grid infrastructure and hence can be accessed with e asiructures is emerging, there may be several choies t
same interface. Cloud workflows, however, run usually on.,4 a workflow task. A prediction model, which is capable

different clouds. of estimating the performance and cost of an execution on

Figure 1 shows a sample scenario of running workflows, specific cloud, can help users select an appropriate cloud
on clouds. While some tasks may be executed on the samg; iheir tasks.
cloud, e.g., cloud C1, some others may run on different gased on the aforementioned observations, we designed
cloud platforms. The data are transferred from one cloud; software architecture for the proposed cloud workflow

to another in order to deliver the output of one task t0gngine and defined a performance-cost model. The following
other tasks. Unfortunately, different clouds use alscedéht 1,5 subsections give some details.

data format. Furthermore, existing clouds have their own _

access interfaces. A standard, called Open Cloud Computing: Software Architecture

Interface (OCCI) [33], has been proposed and several imple- Figure 2 demonstrates the software architecture of the pro-
mentations are currently available. However, this stash@ar posed workflow engine for Cloud Computing. It contains a

A. Design Challenges
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Workflow Runtime executed on an laaS-cloud or hosted as a Web service on a
SaaS/PaaS-cloud.
\ / The execution time of a workflow (EoW in short) can be
calculated with the following mathematical form:
Cloud API
Example: RunNode(User, ResourcelD EoW = EOT1 + DT1 + EOT2 + DT2 + ...+ EOTn (1)
Mediator

where EoT; is the execution time of taskand DT; is the
time for transferring data froml; to 7;,;. Note that we
ignore the time to start a service on the cloud as well as

StartNode(UserHandle, NoggHandle, Image

RunServer(UserlD, RamSize, CPUCount) data transfers from and back to the customer environment.

The execution time of a single task depends on the

Access Interface Aeess [TEraE features of the host machine on which the task is running.
Cloud A — Roughly, it can be presented with:

EoT = f(Scompa Fcpua Simems SI/O) (2)

where the parameters are size of the computation, frequency
of CPU, size of memory and cache, and size of the input/out-

) ~ put data. For parallel applications, an additional paramet
workflow runtime system, the cloud API, and the underlyingine communication speed, has to be considered.

cloud infrastructures. Users submit their workflows using Tpe price of a service on a cloud is usually determined by
a client side interface. Based on the description of taskgne node type and the location of the resource. Each cloud
in a workflow, the execution time of the tasks on d'ﬁeremprovider maintains a price table, where concrete paymant (i

clouds is predicted. Using this information users extered th gg per hour) is depicted. Based on this table, we calculate
workflow description by specifying a target cloud for eachine cost of a workflow task with:

task. In the following, the workflow runtime handles the

execution of tasks on the clouds and delivers the results to CoT = f(EOT,$/h)  (3)

the ugers. ) , , The cost of executing a workflow is then calculated as
An important component in the architecture is the CIOUdfoIIowing'

abstraction layer, shown in the middle of Figure 2. The task '

Figure 2. Software architecture of the workflow engine.

of this layer is to implement a unified API for accessing CoW = CoTy + CoTy + .... + CoT,,  (4)
different clouds. The runtime environment of the workflow ) ) ) )
engine uses this API to run the tasks in a workflow. The functions for computing the execution time of a

The abstraction layer defines common functions for cloud@Sk can be designed differently with a tradeoff between
activities. It also contains a mediator that translateddne- ~ COMPplexity and accuracy. We implemented a simple model,
tions in the unified API to concrete calls to the underlyingWhich is detailed in the next section.
cloud platforms. For example, the function RunNode() is IV. INITIAL IMPLEMENTATION

provided for running a virtual machine instance on any laaS- Based the desianed hitecture d ibed ab
featured cloud. During the runtime the mediator replaces ased on the designed architecture described above, we

the function by a cloud specific one, in this example, eithe#mple_mﬁnre_d alprotottyg_e offthe CIZUd vvt(r)1rkfllc0\|/|v frgmework.
StartNode for cloud A or RunServer for cloud B. It also ' > 'Ntal Impiementation focused on the foflowing com-

maps the function parameters in the functions of the unifiet?onems; .
API to the functions of the APIs of individual clouds. Fur- * Cloud abstraction

thermore, the mediator handles the authentication/sgcuri * Runtime execution environment and data management
issues. « Prediction model

A. Cloud Abstraction

To run a workflow on diverse clouds, an abstraction layer

Cloud users not only take care of the execution perforis required for the purpose of hiding the different access
mance but pay more attention to the payment for usingnterface each cloud presents to the users. We use jClouds

resources on the clouds. As an initial design, we bring th¢34] as the base of this work. jClouds provides a framework

two most important metrics, application execution time andfor transferring programs and their data to an laaS-clowd an
the cost, into the prediction model. Workflows in this work then starting an instance to execute the program on the cloud
are defined as: A workflow is comprised of several tasksThe current release of jCloud can connect several laaS-
each is combined with an application/software that is eitheclouds including Amazon EC2. There are other laaS cloud

C. Prediction Model
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abstraction libraries, such as libcloud [35] and deltadlou
[36]. We use jCloud as the base of this work due to its
feature of supporting SSH and a number of cloud providers.

jClouds defines an API for accessing the underlying
laaS platforms. For SaaS/PaaS-featured clouds, however,
there exists currently no implementation for an abstractio
layer. Our main task in extending jClouds is to develop a
S+P abstraction that interacts with SaaS-featured and-Paa%S
featured clouds.

The S+P abstraction contains two kinds of functions, GET
and POST, for transferring data and service requests. Their laas SaaS
input and output are defined in XML documents. This is
identical to all clouds. Each cloud, however, requires gjgec
input and output formats as well as different parameters for
service requests. Our solution is to use XSL Transformation
(XSLT) [37] to map the input and output of the service through a respective data flow. A task can be a program or
functions to the required data format and service parameteran available Web service on a SaaS or PaaS cloud. For the

XSLT is a part of the Extensible Stylesheet Languageformer, the program is executed on an laaS cloud, while
(XSL) family and usually adopted to transform XML doc- for the latter the cloud provides resources for running the
uments. An XSLT file describes templates for matching thesoftware. The workflow and its tasks are defined by the user
source document. In the transformation process, XSLT usées the following XML file:

XPath, an interface for accessing XML, to n_avigate t_hrou9h<workflowdefinition>
the source document and thereby to extract information orto ~task name="a%
combine/reorganize the separate information elements. FO  <input filetype="some/type” name="in" *
this work an XSLT document is introduced for some data ~ <output filetype="some/type” name="oa">/
formats, like SOAP. For others, such as binary and JSON </task-
(JavaScript Object Notation), a data transformation is not <task name="b> —» " g

! <input filetype="some/type” name="oa” >/
needed. <output filetype="some/type” name="ob” >/

SaaS/PaasS services are started via HTTP-based protocols</task>
A service request is sent to the service URL via GET/POST. <task name="c>
Information like Cookies, SOAP actions and other parame- ~ <input filetype="some/type” name="oa" >/

. <output filetype="some/type” name="oc” >/
ters can be wrapped in the message head. The content of the_ (¢~
call is either contained in the body of the HTTP message ~task name="d1%

in case of POST calls or coded in the URL in case of GET <input filetype="some/type” name="o0b" >}
calls. <output filetype="some/type” name="od1l” /

Figure 3. A simple cloud workflow.

The process of invoking a SaaS or PaaS service with the >
developed S+P abstracti tains the following steps: . 125K
evelope abstraction contains the following steps: <task name="d2%
« Processing the input data of the service request. <input filetype="some/type” name="ob” >
« Constructing a URL for the service. Information about <output filetype="some/type” name="0d2" /
Cookies, SOAP actions, and other parameters, is con- >
ined in the head of th hile the body of <! fask
tained in the head of the message, while the body of i,y hame="d32
the message defines the request. <input filetype="some/type” name="ob”
« A service request is sent to the aforementioned URL, <output filetype="some/type” name="0d3" /
together with the data. >
</task>

o The results of the service are downloaded as raw data. <task name="e
For the data formats like SOAP, Where the results are <input filetype="some/type” name="oc” ¥
coded, an XSLT document is defined to extract the <output filetype="some/type” name="oe” >/

useful information. <ltask>
. <task name="f>*>
B. Workflow Execution and Inter-Cloud Data Transfer <input filetype="some/type” name="odl” >/

In order to allow an easier understanding of the tasks fora ~ <inPut filetype="some/type” name="0d2" >/
<input filetype="some/type” name="0d3" >/

cloud workflow ext_acution engine, we take a simple workflow <input filetype="some/type” name="oe”
as an example. Figure 3 demonstrates the sample workflow  ~output filetype="some/type” name="of"
consisting of eight tasks, T-a to T-f, which are combined </task>
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« Extracting the results out of the cloud.
<W°ft;:°W ;romi:a: to="b” ;> To deliver the output of one task to the next task as
<workflow from="a" to="c" /> input, the workflow execution engine has to interact with
<workflow from="b” to="d1” /> . .
<workflow from="b" to="d2” /> both participating clouds and to handle the inter-cloud com
<workflow from="b” to="d3” /> munication. We implemented mechanisms for the following
<workflow from="c” to="e" /> data transfers:
iwg:t;:gw Hgmf”g%" :8;;” ;i « laaS to SaaS/PaaS: We use SSH to transfer data from
<workflow from="d3" to="f" /< the laaS node to the local host and then use HTTP to
<workflow from="e” to="f" /> deliver the data further to the SaaS/PaaS request;
</workflowdefinition> « SaaS/PaaS to SaaS/PaaS: Data are extracted from the

HTTP stream, stored temporally on the host, and then

applied to the next HTTP request;

SaaS/PaaS to laaS: Locally storing the data, which

are again extracted from an HTTP stream, and then

transferring them to the laaS node via SSH;

« laaS to laaS: We transfer the data directly from one
laaS node to the other that is potentially located on a
different cloud. This is an optimization for removing

The workflow definition mainly describes the input and
output of each task and thereby also specifies the data flow
between the tasks. In the concrete example the root element’
workflowdefinitionis specified by the tasks to be executed,
where each task is combined with an input node and an
output node. The last task for example, has four input
nodes describing the source of its input as shown in Figure
3. The last few_ Iin_e_s of the XML (_Jlocument define the data the overhead caused by an intermediate storage.
flow between individual tasks, with help of theorkflow . . o

Finally, the result of the entire execution is downloaded
element. The data flow from task a to task b and task Cto the user or stored on the last cloud
from task b to task di, task d2, and task d3, and so on. ’

The tasks, however, are not defined in the workflowC. Performance & Cost Prediction
document but described in a separate configuration file. An The proposed prediction model, as described in the pre-
example is a task for extracting texts from a video. Thisvious section, involves several hardware parameters #at c
task is used in a language translation workflow that willbe only acquired at the runtime by accessing the cloud
be introduced in the next section. The following XML file resources. For the prototypical implementation, we devel-

defines this task: oped a simple model without using the runtime resource
<task name="videototext” type="laaS” information of_the underlying infrastrug:tureg. o
<binary name="julius” parallel=" Our model is based on the execution history of similar
sequential® tasks, which are defined as tasks executing the same pro-
<input type="video/flv" param="" b gram. The execution history is stored in a user database that
<output type="text/plain” param="" 3 contains the following main data structures:
</binary> ) - s . .
</task> « tasks: identifies each individual task with a unique 1D
and the associated program.
In the example, the laaS tasideototexis defined with a « 1/0: defines the size of input and output files of tasks.

binary Ca||8de|iUS that will be sequentially executed on an « node class: describes a Computing node with node ID,
laaS cloud. The type of its input and output is also Specified node name, cloud name, payment Cyc|e, and Startup
in the XML file. time.

The primary work of the workflow execution engine is , execution: describes an execution of a task on a
to interpret the workflow definition and starts each of the node with several attributes including program name,
tasks on a cloud, based on the configuration XML files. In node class, size of /0, and execution time.
addition, the engine is also responsible for transferrhmg t « node price: gives the per-cycle-price of the computing
result of one task to its successor and downloading the final  podes.
results to the user. The first task is performed within a singl o node location: gives the country and continent the node
cloud and contains the following steps, which are all codere is located.
by the cloud abstraction described above: We use an SQLite [38] database system to store the

« Transferring data (program or service parameters) talata structures. Figure 4 shows a screenshot of the SQLite

the target cloud. database browser, where the data structures and the stored

« Executing the program on an laaS cloud or invokingdata are presented. The database browser allows us to simply

the Web service on the SaaS or PaaS cloud. In the casmaodify the data items and to view the data. As examples,
of laaS, a virtual machine instance has to be startedrigure 5 and 6 show the node and execution data collected
and some scripts are executed for configuration andluring our tests. The browser depicts the data in the form
program installation. of tables.
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& SQlite Database Browser - E:/diplomarbeit/daniel/programmy/tasks.db o o

File Edit View Help

Dedo|lzHae e B

Database Structure | Browse Data

Execute SQL

Obiect | Tvpe Schema
CREATE TABLE tasks (id INTEGER PRIMARY KEY, nam...

INTEGER PRIMARY KEY

Name

“name field TEXT
-io table CREATE TABLE io (task INTEGER, in_kb INTEGER, ou...
runtime table CREATE TABLE runtime {in_kb INTEGER, node_dass ...
=node_prices table CREATE TABLE node_prices (node_id INTEGER, locat...
node_id field INTEGER

~location_id field INTEGER
~price_per_cyde field REAL

~node_locations table CREATE TABLE node_locations (id INTEGER PRIMAR...

id field INTEGER PRIMARY KEY
“name field TEXT
~country field TEXT
~continent field TEXT
=I-node_dasses table CREATE TABLE node_dasses (payment_cyde INTEG...

~payment_cyde field

~doud_name  field TEXT

~node_name  field TEXT

“id field INTEGER PRIMARY KEY
startup_time  field INTEGER

——— = = ==

Figure 4. The data structures in an SQLite database.
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& SQlite Database Browser -
File Edit View Help
Sl e e |
Dedo #Fa B W
| Dathase Structure | BrowseDats | ExecuteSQL |
Table: |untime / &J ‘New Record| DeleheRecord|
| | tasks |
lio class task node count runtime *
I ] i 1 1 1l 145 |=|
node_prices l | £
2 | node_locations 1 2| 1 59
3 |node_dasses ] 1 3 i |
4 55964 1 2 3| 67
5 E 8 1 2 5 'l
3] 65964 8 Z 2: 47
7 9 2 1 1: 48
8 63964 2 Z ] 44
9 4606 1 3 1: 688 |
10 2 1 4 | 2
11 10098 1 5 1: 89
12 4505 A kil 2 341 T
1-T80f 78 T |
" k
i =

Figure 6. Task execution information stored in the SQLite&abase.

File Edit View Help
- I i e
Nedozdae B
| Database Structure | Browse Data | Exeate SQL ‘
Table: ‘nude_dasses '| &J |New Record | Delete Record‘
I 1
pavment cyde cloud name node name id startup time
M 3600/ec? mt.sml 1 bz
2 3600/ec2 |mLlarge 2 4
3 3600:e(2 :m‘l‘xlarge 3 I
4 3600 ec2 |tLmicro 4
5 3600:e(2 :mlxla_rge 5 :
6 3600(ec2 |m2. 2darge &
7 3600/ec2 m2.4xlarge 7 |
8 3600|ec2 |c.medium 8 178
9 3600:e(2 ;cl.)da_rge 9 |
10 3600(ec2 5((1.4x\arge 1
11 3600]ec2 |cgl.4xlerge 1
1-tlof 1 [t |0 |
| |
A =
Figure 5. Node class information stored in the SQLite daeba

The concrete table in Figure 5 lists all possible computing
nodes on the Amazon EC2. EC2 uses a unit of one hour to
calculate the cost of running instance leading to a paymerﬁt

first column, the ID of the target computing node on the

second, the task ID on the third, the number of nodes used
for the test on the fourth, and the execution time on the
last column. The sixth line, for example, shows that task 2

with an input data of 65964 bytes was executed on two EC2
“cl.medium” nodes (node ID 8) in 47 seconds.

For each task in a new user-defined workflow, the potential
execution time is calculated for all registered clouds and
their associated computing nodes. The payment is then
calculated according to the price published by the cloud
providers. The first five{cloud, nodé pairs with the best
performance vs. cost tradeoff are shown to the users to help
them select the optimal target platforms.

We use the following algorithm to predict the execution
time of a new task presented with, ), where the first
attribute is the program to be executed ani$ the size of
the input data.

First, the average execution time of the program on a node
ng is calculated with the following equation:

n
> titpna,s)
=1

n

tpins) =

wheret;, . s,y is the time measured with the recorded
ith execution of program on noden, with a data size of;,

cycle of 3600 (in seconds). We tested three different ECNd7 IS the number of executions. Herg, ) is associated

nodes and the startup time of these nodes can be seen in

last column of the table. hen b . d with
We also tested different tasks on various computing nodednen be estimated wit

The table in Figure 6 depicts the execution information of
the first twelve tests, with the data size of the task on the

yith the average data sizg), ,,,), which is calculated in a

similar way. The execution time of the new tagk .y can

— S5 ¢
" _ S(p,ns) (p,ns)
(p,s) — Wdata
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Table Il L
AN EXAMPLE OF EXECUTION HISTORY <workflowdefinition> .
<task name="3dscenestopictures”
Tests | Size of data (KB)| Execution time (seconds <input filetype="x.dat” name="scene” %
1 300 15 <input filetype="«x.cam” name="camera” >
2 100 12 <output filetype="image/ppm” name="images
3 200 13 Tol>
4 250 14 </task>
5 300 14 <task name="picturestovideo”
<input filetype="image/ppm” name="images”
1>
We introduce a weight variabl&/,,, to represent the <°Utp/it filetype="video/avi” name="video

influence degree of the input size on the execution time. _;iaz5k>
The value of this variable may vary from task to task and <workflow from="3dscenestopictures”
shall be choosen based on experimental results. to="picturestovideo” %

Now we show an example for a better understanding o</ Workflowdefinition>
the prediction model. The sample data is depicted in Table Il The second workflow, as shown in Figure 8, is comprised
which contains five history executions on a computing nodegs four components: the language identifier (tagdeoto-
The size of data is presented in Kbytes while the execution@exb, a translator (taskranslatejatoe), the text synthesizer

time in seconds. (task texttospeech and the taskointovideo The language
According to the data in the table, we acquire the calcuigentifier acquires a video file as input and outputs its text
lation results as: in Japanese. The output is then delivered to the language
154+12+13+14+14 translator, where an English text is produced. In the follow
o) = 5 =13.6 ing, the text synthesizer converts the text to speech, which
is combined with the video via the last task of the workflow.
S(pm) = 300 + 100 + 200 + 250 + 300 — 230 We apply the language identifie_r Julius [41] to process the
5 audio that is extracted from the video by FFmpeg. In order
The execution time of task;, 150y on the related comput- 10 speed up the process, an audio is first partitioned and
ing node is: the partitions are then processed in parallel. Hence, an MPI
cluster is required for this task. For language translatioa
% -13.6 19.67 translation service of Google is applied. In order to model a
07 7 SaaS to SaaS data transfer and to verify our cloud abstrac-

where we assume an /O influence of weight 0.7 to thetion, the Japanese text is first translated to German and then
to English. The taskexttospeeclis implemented using the

speech synthesizer eSpeak [42]. Finally, the aforemesdion

FFmpeg program combines the audio with the video. The

workflow definition is as following:

To evaluate the developed framework, several workflows

. . . <workflowdefinition>
were tested. In this section, we present the results with two <task name="videototext:

examples. The first workflow processes 3D scenes with a <input filetype="video/flv” name="video”

execution of the program.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

result of creating a video. The second workflow performs />
film synchronization whereby to translate the spoken text <output filetype="text/plain” name="
from Japanese to English. jatext” />
The first workflow, d_epicted in Figure 7, cont_ains two z:;zibname:"translatejatode”
main tasks,3dscenetopicture¢the raytracer) andgicture- <input filetype="text/plain” name="jatext
tovidea The raytracer acquires a scene file and a camera file to>
as input and splits the scene into single pictures basedeonth ~ <output filetype="text/plain” name="
position defined in the camera file. The single pictures are - taskgeteXt” >

then processed by the second task to produce a continUOUS 24 o <\ hame="translatedetoen”
video. <input filetype="text/plain” name="detext
We apply the Tachyon [39] raytracer for the first task ">
which needs an MPI cluster on an laa$S cloud because the ~<output filetype="text/plain” name="
software is parallelized with MPI. To combine the pictures entext” />
to a video, the program FFmpeg [40] is applied. We run this </taske
» (N€ prog Pey ppiied. V . <task name="texttospeech”
task on a single laaS node. The workflow is defined in the <input filetype="test/plain” name="entext

following XML file: ">

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



International Journal on Advances in Software, vol 5 no 1 & 2, year 2012, http.//www.iariajournals.org/software/

73

3D-Scene

b 3dscenestopictures Pictures » picturestovideo Video

3D-Camera

Figure 7. Data flow of the 3D-render workflow.

N . Japanese 8 Englisch
Input Video /Lb{ videototext H Text /Lb{ translatejatoen H Text /Lb{ texttospeech

» jointovideo < Audio

Qutput Video

Figure 8. Data flow of the workflow film synchronization.

<output filetype="audio/wave” name="audio value with the second workflow is relative better. For the
TI> 3D render, the model underestimates the execution time in
most cases, while an alternating behavior can be seen with

<task name="jointovideo® the second workflow. Altogether, we achieved the best case

<input filetype="video/flv” name="video”

/> with a difference of 3.4% between the real execution time
<input filetype="audio/wave” name="audio” and the predicted one, while the worse case shows a value
> ) of -21.2%. The difference is caused by the fact that the
<output If||¢(;yp$=/;vndeo/flv” name=" time for executing a program can vary significantly from
</ta5kr>esu tvideo one execution to the other, even though the executions are
<workflow from="videototext” to=" performed successively. This indicates that a more aceurat
translatejatoen” * model is required for a better prediction, which shall be our
<workflow from="translatejatode” to=" future work.

translatedetoen” ¥

e N o The values in the last column of the tables are calculated
<workflow from="translatedetoen” to=

texttospeech” * _by multiplying the real execution_time_ by the payment. It
<workflow from="texttospeech” to=" is expected that both the execution time and the payment
jointovideo” /> are low. Hence, we use the values in the last column to
</workflowdefinition> represent the performance vs. cost tradeoff, where a lower

For the experiments we requested an account on EC2. T vééllue indicates a better behavior. Observing Table Il it ca
: rl)e seen that the nodes “ml.small” have a better behavior.

test results are shown in Table Ill and Table IV for eachTh_ b iated with th t6 task hich d i
workflow. The tables show the execution time of tasks of a' > &y D€ associated wi € concrete tasks, which do no

single workflow on different nodes of EC2. In the case Ofdemand a high computation capacity. With larger programs,

Google, the Web service is executed on a Google maching,'.g" t_he taskvldelotof‘extm the”s.eco.nd workflow, a node
which cannot be specified by the user. with higher capacity, “m1.large” in this case, behavesdrett
The execution time of a task is presented with the mea[—|owever, the best choice is to use the free services provided
sured time and the predicted onep where the former Wats)y some clouds, such as the translation service on Google.
acquired at runtime by measuring the duration of a task
from submission to termination and the latter was calcdlate
using the developed prediction model. It can be seen that the As various cloud platforms are emerging, it is possible

accuracy of our model varies between the tasks, where thier users to involve several clouds to run a complex job,

VI. CONCLUSIONS ANDFUTURE WORK
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Table 1lI
EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS WITH THE3D RENDER WORKFLOW(85 CAMERA POSITIONS.

Task Node Execution time Performance vs. Cosf
Measured| Predicted | Difference (%)
ml.small 145 138 -4.8 12.40
3dscenetopictures cIl.medium 56 52 7.1 19.03
m1.large 48 42 -12.5 17.97
m1.small 59 48 -18.6 5.01
picturetovideo cl.medium a7 37 -21.2 15.97
m1.large 44 36 -18.2 14.96
Table IV
EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS WITH THE WORKFLOW OF SYNCHRONIZING A FOR MINUTES VIDEO.
Task Node Execution time Performance vs. Cos}
Measured| Predicted | Difference (%)
m1.small 665 688 3.4 168.04
videototext cl.medium 341 355 41 116.30
m1.large 257 271 5.4 87.20
translatejatoen 45 40 -11.1 0
ml.small 26 22 -15.4 1.87
texttospeech | cI.medium 22 20 9.1 7.47
m1.large 19 17 -10.5 6.46
ml.small 89 104 16.8 7.60
jointovideo cl.medium 87 94 8.0 29.60
m1.large 97 75 -12.4 33.02

for example, a workflow. For this functionality, users need [4] L. Wang, M. Kunze, and J. Tao, “Performance evaluation of
a framework to manage the execution of single tasks on  Virtual machine-based Grid workflow systen€oncurrency
different clouds and to deliver the result of one task to ~ @nd Computation: Practice & Experienceol. 20, pp. 1759-

. . 1771, October 2008.
another task that may run on a different infrastructure.

We designed and implemented SUCh_ a workflow manage- 5] P. Mell and T. Grance, “The NIST Definition of Cloud
ment system for cloud users. The main components of the' © computing,” [Online], http://csrc.nist.gov/publicatis/drafts/
framework includes a workflow engine for task execution, a 800-145/Draft-SP-800-14%loud-definition.pdf  (accessed:
cloud abstraction to enable the interoperability of difar 2012-06-20).
cloud platforms, a data management component that handle[s6
inter-cloud communications, and a prediction model for o . ;

timating th t and f ? ina th kil hyay, “Provisioning the MM5 Meteorological Model as Grid
estimating . e costand per Ormanc?_o runnln.g € workflow Scientific Workflow,” in Proceedings of the International
tasks on different cloud nodes. Initial experiments on the  Conference on Intelligent Networking and Collaboratives-Sy
prototypical implementation showed the functionality loét tems 2010, pp. 310-314.
framework.

In the next step of this work we will improve the predic- [7] Y. Wei and M. B. Blake, “Service-Oriented Computing and
tion model with involvement of the runtime information of gﬁg ggmpﬂtti'ﬂg\:,ﬁhﬂeﬂge% and ?Sp%t”%foEEE In-
the cloud platforms. We will also provide the users with putingvol. 1%, no. 0, pp. f2=15, '

a more friendly [nterface to describe their workflows._A G. Fox and D. Gannon, “Special Issue: Workflow in Grid
resource broker is planed as well to serve as a mediator ~ gystems,"Concurrency and Computation: Practice and Ex-
for users to detect the best cloud services. perience vol. 18, no. 10, pp. 1009-1019, 2006.
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Abstract—Today, there is an abundance of information and ser-
vices in heterogeneous contexts, such as converged environments
(Next Generation Networks) available for end users. However,
the developments of Telecommunications and Internet converged
services represent a high level of complexity for users without
technical skills, since user’s requests are represented by complex
expressions that describe the required services. Thus, the search
and selection of these services depend on the ability of the user
to retrieve the most suitable ones, converting this labor in an
inefficient task. With this in mind, and in order to improve
the time to create convergent services, this paper proposes a
novel approach that supports the automatic retrieval of services
in converged environments, considering functional and non-
functional properties of end-user’s requests in natural language.
Finally, we present the prototype that implements our proposed
architecture and particularly, we describe in detail the defined
tasks for natural language processing (NLP).

Index Terms—automatic service retrieval; converged envi-
ronments; natural language; Telecommunications and Internet
services.

I. INTRODUCTION

Service retrieval that accomplishes user requests is under-
stood as an important stage in the composition process [1],
[2], this allows the user to find and use a service based on a
published description of its functionality or operational param-
eters [3]. Currently, services retrieval offers new challenges
driven by the convergence of Web and telecommunications
domains around the IP protocol, enabling the use of diverse
and innovative services, regardless of the customer access
network [4].

As result, operators and SMEs (Small and Medium Enter-
prises) that provide applications, services and content, must
adapt their IT (Information Technology) infrastructure in order
to develop capabilities to create and deploy new converged
services with low time to market [5]. Understanding converged
services, as the coordination of a range of services from
different vendors, such that for end user view, it is a single
service [6].

The above mentioned, both with new trends in application
environments, where users are important generators of con-
tent and applications, opens up towards a new paradigm in
which non-technical individuals are able to design and create
their own fully customized services by integrating Web and
telecommunication components, an activity that years ago was
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done only by expert developers due to its complexity. This
context has led to the development of various projects focused
on service retrieval. However, these approaches require that
users specify their request with formal expression, which
becomes complex for ordinary users, even more in dynamic
and varied context, as converged environment (Web + Telco)
[7], [8]. In many approaches, the retrieval process is limited
to Web services, leaving aside other kind of resources. On
the other hand, converged environments also cover resources,
such as: data, Telecom capabilities, widgets, APIs, and so on,
which facilitates the compliance with the user’s request, but
the complexity of service retrieval for end users is still very
high due to the technical knowledge required.

In order to overcome the aforementioned issues, in this
paper, we propose an architecture for automatic service re-
trieval in converged environments, considering the services
functional properties (e.g., inputs, outputs, preconditions and
effects) and non-functional properties (e.g., QoS, such as:
availability, response time, reputation, etc) requested by the
user in natural language (NL), to reduce the complexity in the
creation of converged services for end users. In the description
of the architecture, we focus on describing with more detail the
natural language processing (NLP) mechanisms over the other
functionalities because the main objective of this approach is
to support the end user, This not only ensures a correct match
between the user request and the system results but also pro-
vides mechanisms to maintain a relevant quality of the input
(request) of the user. Finally, we present an evaluation of each
task from proposed NLP module. The preliminary evaluation
shows promising results in contrast to related approaches.

Typically, NLP is useful to analyze and produce semantic
representations of the user’s request, providing needed infor-
mation to identify functional and nonfunctional properties of
services. Therefore, we propose the use of NLP techniques
to improve the process of service retrieval from requests
made in NL. In this regard, we reduce NLP techniques to
a problem of selection of possible terms, that represent the
interface or functionality of a service, or terms that are used
to describe a general order of execution of services (generic
control flow), clarifying that our approach does not cover
a formal composition process, but displays the responses of
independent retrieved services after its execution in a generic

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org

76



order.

To do this, we adapt existing algorithms and develop rules
for selecting terms according to certain conditions and compli-
ance with regular expressions. The result obtained after this
process, is a set of terms classified into several categories,
the terms are used for obtaining services with their generic
execution order. Thus, with the identification of key terms
for the selection of services, supported by NLP techniques
and adaptation of algorithms for matching services with those
terms, it is possible to make an more accurate and automatic
retrieval of services available within both Web and telecom-
munications domains.

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows: in the
next section, we review the work related to the different topics
that involves the current research. We present the problem
statement in Section III. In Section IV we compare our
approach with an existing one showing the advantages for
the user. Then, in Section V, a high-level description of the
proposed architecture is presented. To provide greater clarity
an example is discussed in Section VI. In section VII we
present a general evaluation of the system and finally in
Section VIII we conclude the paper.

II. STATE OF THE ART

retrieval can be addressed under two main approaches:
syntactic and semantic. The searching of services from a
syntactic approach, considers either, interfaces matching tech-
niques (e.g., WSDL, IDL) or keyword searching [9] that
require exact matches at the syntactic level between the
parameters of service descriptions. This leads to deficient
results in the retrieval of service, obtaining services that do not
correspond to the initial search criteria. The semantic approach
allows the establishment of relationships between concepts
that define the functionality of services (functional properties)
and additionally, considers formal descriptions constructed
by non-functional properties [10], achieving a more precise
description of services and improving the quality of results
(retrieved services) according to user needs [11]. From the
foregoing, and given the nature of the problem, the proposed
solution focuses on services retrieval based on lightweight
semantics and NLP.

In turn, currently, an extension of previous approaches,
is being widely accepted in the Web, where services are
described by simple labels (tags) for different users, which cor-
responds to a classification of collaborative services through
labels, without hierarchy or kinship default [12], [13]. A num-
ber of studies have shown that a set of tags added to resources,
is rich and compact enough to describe and characterize, with
a good degree of accuracy, the main concepts they represent
[13].

The most relevant related works are described in two
sections according to the main components of our proposal:
NLP applications and user-driven service retrieval.

A. NLP Application

One of the most popular NLP applications is Siri. Siri is a
personal assistant that resides on iPhone 4S and performs a
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range of tasks understanding natural speech. Siri is based on
artificial intelligence and NLP mechanisms, is able to know
which application to open based on natural language requests.
Working on the operating system level [14], with information
from contacts, music library, calendars, reminders, and Apple’s
data centers, Siri is able to understand the requests and return
responses [15]. Siri works with the built-in application of
IPhone including weather, stocks, messaging, and others, but
leaves aside the retrieval of external resources such as web
services and some telecommunication capabilities, in addition,
to our knowledge, Siri does not consider non-functional prop-
erties.

In [16], the IBM research team developed a supercomputer
that performs analysis phases of natural language questions
composed by hundreds of algorithms, some of these phases
present a similar approach with the proposed ones in this
paper. However, it requires a complex system composed of
multi-core hardware processor, hardware capabilities that are
still difficult to migrate to some end users devices such as
PDAs or cell phones.

In the work developed in [17], the authors address the
selection of Web services based on requests expressed in nat-
ural language, this solution is based on language restrictions,
matching the structure of the request with predefined patterns
for decomposition into blocks using keywords. Subsequently,
the request is processed and transformed into a data flow and
control model expressing the general logic of the new service.
In addition, the authors propose the use of a common ontology
and a NL dictionary, in order to relate textual fragments with
functional parameters of such services. This work presents
disadvantages when limiting requests to simple sentences.

Based on concepts graphs and conceptual distance measure,
a solution is presented in [2]. Its purpose is to calculate the
similarity between the user’s request, represented by keywords,
and services available in a repository. Within the linguistic
analysis, different processes are performed: text segmentation,
irrelevant word removal, elimination of derivatives (stemming)
and grammatical corrections. The authors admit their proposals
lack of dynamic adaptation at runtime.

The approach of [10] re-uses the converged services creation
environment of project SPICE (Service Platform for Innova-
tive Communication Environment) [18] to facilitate services
retrieval with different types of semantic annotations. The
author focuses his work on the development of an intelligent
agent in charge of analyzing the application in NL to extract
semantic information, specifically the goals, from which addi-
tional semantic information is derived, as inputs and outputs,
which are used to retrieve services and report their order
composition. However, retrieval’s throughput and processing
critically depend on the amount of services stored in the
repository.

B. User-Driven Service Retrieval

Some tools and techniques have been developed to enhance
resource retrieval (e.g., photos, videos, services) taking into ac-
count the information generated by the users, an example is the
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Folksonomy Ontology Enrichment Tool (FLOR) [19], which
performs an automatic semantic enrichment of collaborative
tagging systems, from user generated tags, creating a semantic
layer to describe the concepts of those tags and their relations.
The tool reuses existing knowledge such as online ontologies
indexed in the Watson Semantic Web Gateway and WordNet,
the system also performs three phases that guarantees a lexical
processing of terms, a sense expansion and a final semantic
enrichment. The major drawback is that the tool presents high
percentages of incorrect semantic enrichment, mainly due to
the semantic expansion phase for the differences in term’s
definition of Wordnet and the online ontologies.

The prototype developed in [20] is implemented to improve
the information retrieval in tag-based systems. Taking as input
the tags provided by the end-users, the prototype adds system
tags from semantic ontologies (WordNet or MultiWordNet), or
tag clusters imported from the Flickr website, to annotate and
retrieve videos previously imported from real tag-based system
(Youtube). While a generic architecture is developed without
delving into the different stages, the key ideas and concepts
are useful in directing the enrichment of user-generated tags
with sources of knowledge.

In [21], the work is based on the collaborative tagging of
web services, where users annotate indexed Web services with
keywords, in order to define structured collaborative tagging,
differing between tags: input, output, and behavior of a service.
In the proposed technique, the authors define a matchmaker
for the Web services retrieval, which involves two stages:
classification and service ranking. However, the language used
as input is based on a system query, i.e., the user’s query is
realized in a formal language.

From the previous review, limitations are evident because
most of them are based on Web services retrieval with func-
tional preferences, leaving aside in first place, non-functional
requirements that may provide more sense to services se-
mantic descriptions, and second, not considering other kind
of resources such as Telecommunication capabilities. Also,
many works are not end-user centered, which makes them
complex for ordinary users, moreover these works are based
on formal languages, or they are limited to simple phrases
made in natural language, therefore, flexible requests made
in natural language are not considered. Apart from [17], the
approaches lack in showing the retrieved services in a flow
to express the logic of the request, useful for subsequent
service composition process. Finally, the automatic retrieval
of services in converged environments is a recent topic of
research, where, considering all the above features has not yet
been developed.

Therefore, we propose a novel end-user centered approach
which facilitates the interaction of the user with the system
through requests made without formal languages, considering
techniques to expand the search in order to increase the
accuracy of the services retrieval process and with a rec-
ommendation service system. Our approach also considers
functional and non functional parameters of services and the
arrangement of the retrieved services in a generic flow to
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express the logic of the request.

III. PROBLEM STATEMENT

One of the key challenges of competitiveness of the existing
telecommunications companies is the reduction of time in the
process of creating new converged services. For this reason,
converged services creation environment has been developed
[22], [23], [24], which require formal requests with complex
expressions by the developer, in order to compose services
that are selected manually. The service manual selection shows
that the process of creating converged services depends on the
ability of the developer to select the most appropriate services,
which is wasteful and inefficient work, since it is difficult for
the human capacity to generate compositions that go hand in
hand with the growing number of services available on the
Web and Telecommunications domains.

In this vein, the creation time of converged services can
be improved by reducing the complexity of the activities.
Activities such as the selection of atomic services that are
part of a composite service, need to be more flexible and
agile [25], [26], [27]. To achieve this, it is necessary to define
mechanisms to facilitate this process, such as making requests
in a simpler and understandable language, with the intention
of automating tasks in the identification of requirements and
selection of services.

In this scenario, we propose an approach that allows the
services retrieval in a converged environment that meets
the end-users requirements. Therefore, the following problem
statement is formulated:

How to reduce the complexity of services retrieval to end
users in a converged environment, by ensuring compliance
with their requirements?

IV. CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

The proposed architecture considers problems found in cur-
rently user-driven systems for services retrieval that simplifies
this process by allowing users make requests in natural lan-
guage. To illustrate our proposal, let us consider an application
created by Yahoo! Pipes [28], the application required by the
user, retrieves food and beverage businesses for sale feeds from
a website related with food”, also filters the content based on
the title and the description that must contain the word food”
and retrieves two tagged images from Flickr [29] with the word
”food” applying a similar filter. Finally, the application joins
the retrieved information and organizes it to publish items for
viewing. This process is outlined in Figure 1.

Thus, this application can be summarized to a request like:
”Get pictures of food and places selling food”. However,
for that, in this tool seven components were needed, also it
requires additional configuration by the user, such as defining
the URL of the feed website, manage filtering rules and define
the retrieved information flow between components. It is also
necessary that the user knows the different components and the
functionality of each one, for example the user must know that
Flickr is an image hosting website. The complexity and level
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of knowledge required for this application is not appropriate
for a common end-user.

Addition to the above restrictions, with the increase of
online repositories and development of Telecommunication
services, high precision service retrieval is required, also it is
necessary to develop systems that are increasingly intuitive and
easy to handle for users without technical skills, and that allow
the automation of tasks in the identification of requirements
and selection of convergent services. These challenges can
be addressed considering facilities such as the use of natural
language, which improves the user interaction with the system.

Also, there are other important features that should be
taken into account to meet user requirements, such as speed
rates of resource retrieval process or the possibility that can
give a tool to allow a user to learn from others users of
the tool (social-aware recommendation concept [30]). These
features are considered in the system, through collaborative
tagging mechanisms [21], which are an alternative solution
of ontology-based approaches. Ontology-based approaches are
inadequate primarily because the ontologies are expensive in
creation and maintenance, also end-users are not involved in
the development process of ontology, which fails to use a
different vocabulary to request a service. On the other hand,
collaborative tagging allows that users can see the annotation
made by other users on the resources and hence extract
the semantics from annotation of the community, [21]. This
approach allows the handling of different kind of resources,
which facilitates work in convergent environments. However,
it is appropriate to clarify that due to the magnitude of the
project, the description of the tagging mechanisms is omitted,
and will be presented in future papers.

Our proposal allows the user to make a request as simple
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as: ’I want to receive pictures of food and places selling
food”, to retrieve components that perform this functionality.
Additionally, our approach shows to the user how these
components are arranged in the flow, which facilitates the
interaction of the user with the system through requests made
without formal languages. Likewise, our proposal recommends
services during and after of the user’s request and uses NLP
techniques applied to the request, taking advantage of collabo-
rative tagging and formal knowledge sources; thus, the system
retrieves and publishes the outcome of the converted user’s
request into a components flow that represents the desired
service. A Detailed explanation of the conceptual model and
architecture is presented in the next section.

V. ARCHITECTURE

This section contains a detailed description of the architec-
ture proposed, for automatic services retrieval in converged
environments. The architecture is organized in four phases:
Natural Language Analysis, Recommendation, Matching and
Association. Phases are also composed of internal modules that
carry out small process, most of them sequentially organized.
The system has as input, user’s request made in NL from
a mobile device, and gives finally a service ranking and a
generic control flow as output. In section VI, is described in
more detailed the results of the system, how act this modules
and how a requester can execute them. Below, architecture
modules are described with its respective functionality.

e SpellChecker: This module receives user’s requests and
checks over possible mistakes, underlining misspelled
words.

o Autocomplete: The module auto completes some words
of the request, showing a possible word representing what

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



the user wants to write.

Tokenizer: It has as input the NL request and from this,
it obtains words, phrases or symbols called tokens.
Filter Words: is the responsible for removing non-sense
words by comparing with a set of words previously
identified.

Words Tagging: tags words according to its grammatical
category (e.g., she “pronoun”, loves verb”, animals
“noun”).

Named Entity Recognition (NER): 1t classifies the words
into “functional” or control” categories. In “functional”
exists also two different categories: “input-output” and
“behavior”.

Semantic Analyzer: in charge of semantic disambiguation
process of input words, by selecting the correct meaning
of a word according to request’s context.

Normalization tags: functions as a stemmer, obtaining
their corresponding lemmas from the input words. (e.g.,
doggie or dogs becomes dog).

Coreferencer: Associates possessive pronouns with the
reference subject of the sentence (e.g., "Make a call to
Mary and then send a present to her” - relates her with
Mary).

Non Functional Requirements Recommender: Tt searches
non-functional parameters in the repository from func-
tional request previously written by user.

Service Recommender: It searches request-service infor-
mation in the repository obtained from prior inputs of
users.

Matcher Functional Requirements: It obtains from cluster
services, the first rank, by matching functional require-
ments.

Ranking Generator: 1t obtains the final ranking of ser-
vices considering, if exists, non-functional requirements,
of services, such as QoS.

Services: conformed by Web and Telecommunications
domain services, which can be conceptually organized
by their functional properties.

Folksonomy: It reflects through tags the collective intelli-
gence of a crowd or a community (wisdom of the crowds)
in giving meaning to available resources (Power Tags)
(e.g. QoS, Telco, IT, among many others), supporting
functional (internal categories input-output and behavior)
and non-functional properties descriptions.

Flow Ranking Repository: It stores an association of ser-
vice (tags) obtained at the end of the semantic matching
phase.

Non-functional Repository: It stores an association of
non-functional and functional parameters of cluster’s ser-
vices.

Generic Flow Generator: It generates an generic control
flow, based on keywords taken from the user’s request
processed.

Flow-Ranking Associator: It associates the flow obtained
by the Generic Flow Generator module with the ranking
output of the matching semantic phase, obtaining the final
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output of the architecture.

Below we provide a more detailed description of the different
stages and processes that take place in the modules of the
proposed architecture (Figure 2).

A. Phase of Natural Language Analysis (NLA)

The development of the first phase can be performed
through some techniques like: Gate-NLP, Open-NLP, Apache
UIMA [31], [32], among others, which implement modules
mentioned above. Taking into account diverse specifications
and criteria such as performance, documentation and exten-
sion, we have selected the technique called GATE (General
Architecture for Text Engineering [29]). This is a suite tool
developed at the University of Sheffield and is a Lesser Gen-
eral Public License. This technique also offers an architecture
that contains functionality for plugging in all kinds of NLP
software.

In the same way, Gate is a platform that contains an infor-
mation extraction system named A Nearly New Information
Extraction System (ANNIE). This has a set of diverse modules
like: sentences splitter, tokenizer, part of speech (POS) tagger,
gazetteer, named entities and a co-reference tagger. Moreover,
ANNIE also provides functionalities as: information extraction
through Gate GUI, or can be a starting point for more specific
tasks, such as machine translation, information retrieval or the
one done in this project. On the other hand, Gazetteer is an
important and unknown task that together with JAPE (Java
Annotation Patterns Engine) are the elements used for de-
tecting entity lists such as organizations, places, names, dates
among others. In this sense, JAPE allows the establishment of
grammatical rules in order to obtain words annotations, while
Gazetteer contains a set of lists with words classified.

It is important to consider that GATE provides a com-
prehensive set of elements similar to the modules showed
in this paper, however, the proposed approach adapts the
modules supported by GATE and enriches them with exter-
nal modules added as semantic analyzer, filtering of words,
the auto-complete and spell checker module, as well as the
novel approach oriented towards the use of natural language
processing, to recover services which have not been developed
in depth previously.

AAlready immerse in the architecture, we must assume
initially that a user makes a request from his/her mobile device
in NL. While user is typing the request, two modules are
evaluating this input: in one side, the SpellChecker module
is inspecting for misspelled words. If one word is identified
as incorrect, the system underlines the word to warn user about
his mistake. On the other hand, the Auto-complete module is
constantly inspecting all the words typed, when it identifies a
coincidence, between first letters of a word and a set of words
stored in a repository, it will suggest a list of terms to the end
user; then he can decide if he wants to auto-complete the word
with the recommendations or not.

Then sentences of the request are received by the Tokenizer
module, where tokenization operation starts, it obtains simple
lexical units from complex sentences, by removing existing
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spaces or punctuation marks, admiration marks, exclamation
marks and question marks. Additionally, this module corrects
simple lexical errors that may arise in the request; those
ignored by the user, when entered the request, or those
ignored when SpellChecker module warned, i.e., all misspelled
word that are easily identifiable. Afterward, the sentences
are processed through Filter Words module, here, the system
removes all the words that have coincidence with a set of
words that have been store previously and considered as
unimportant. Later, the sentence passes through Words Tagging
module, where is pretended to classify words of the sentence
according to their grammatical category. The module also aims
to undertake an analysis based on linguistic rules, trying to
identify and compensate syntactic and structural errors.

Once completed these operations, the request is more con-
sistent, but remains complex. Therefore, we established the
Named Entity Recognition module, which performs a classi-
fication between “Control” and “Functional” words according
to its meaning, from which, control words are directed to Flow
Ranking Generator module, whereas functional words are
directed to Semantic Analyzer and Recommender modules. In
this sense two categories have been established: input-output
and behavior, both executed to identify special features of
services. To perform words identification in each category, was
necessary to establish some rules that allowed words category
selection, e.g., numeric types are considered as input-output
category. For the previous case, any number in the request
would be classified and taken into account as input-output
feature of service. This is achieved by name entities transducer,

> User interactions

Module interactions

Architecture of the System.

where a set of rules (JAPE) are defined.

Once all the words have been selected in different cate-
gories, it is important to consider the semantic ambiguity, for
which the Semantic Analyzer module, identifies the correct
sense according to its context, i.e., it identifies the correct
sense of a word with multiple meanings in a sentence. All
the possible senses are extracted from Wordnet and the way
we choose the correct meaning, is through Lesk algorithm
[30]. Once having the correct meaning, the most important
word in the definition is selected; this term will be used
in the matching phase. In Normalization tags module, the
system obtains the respective lemmas, from all the words
coming from the previous module. Lemma is the canonical
form of a word, and it is used as an aid in the subsequent
phase of the system. In the final stage of linguistic analysis,
the co- reference module establishes a relationship between
a possessive pronoun with the main subject of the sentence.
This is done in order to understand different relationships of
one subject in the user’s request.

All of above modules allow an easy identification of key-
words, which will represent user’s requests. This stage offers
to users, greater flexibility in the use of language, allowing
establishing a wider range of possibilities. On the other hand,
the phase identifies conditional words (e.g., if, then, later) and
order words (sequence) (e.g., first, second), used in Generic
Flow Generator module, mentioned at association phase.

B. Recommender phase

This phase is composed of two modules and both are
executed while the matching phase performs the search of ser-
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vices through functional requirements. In this way, the phase
initially is going to show recommendations about generic
control flow with services to the user. If the user selects one
recommendation, the execution of the two remaining phases
would be avoided, and straightaway the process finished. Oth-
erwise, the process continues in the matching phase. It is worth
mentioning, that there is an estimated time of response, where
users can select or not, any diagram recommendation. In case
the time is finished, the system will understand that the user
has not accepted any recommendation. The module in charged
for the above task is the Service Recommender, which obtains
a list of generic control flow with services of the repository
from obtained keywords classified as functional. The second
module in this phase is called Non Functional Requirements
Recommender, this searches non-functional parameters from
the Non Functional Repository using the obtained keywords
classified as functional, the result is shown to the user, and if
one or more are selected, it becomes the input of the Ranking
Generator module, else nothing happened.

C. Matching Phase

At this stage there are two important modules, responsible
for selecting the most appropriate and accurate service, accord-
ing to a set of input terms: Initially, is important to consider
all the described service tags, because they are semantically
enriched, using different knowledge sources like Wordnet
and Flickr. Thereby, is obtained a biggest set of terms that
describe the services. In the same way, all input terms are
semantically enriched, this process facilitates the matching
process described below.

Matcher Functional Requirements use both, the terms en-
riched that describe services, which also are obtained from
a repository, and the terms obtained from the input request.
This module makes a syntactic comparison between mentioned
terms, and obtains as a result an ordered list of the services
that present more syntactic coincidences. In other words, this
module is in charge of functional matching requirements to
obtain the first service’s ranking, it also considers some words
classifications (input-output, behavior) and services descrip-
tion, that make possible the service selection process.

The second module refers to the Ranking Generator which
use a weighting algorithm, i.e., once the first ranking of
services is obtained, this module tuned the ranking with non-
functional parameters, taken from the Recommender phase.
The Ranking Generator module uses a timer, which provides a
time out for an entry of those parameters, here user must entry
those parameters which consider important to complement its
request. If he/she doesn’t entry anything, the system only will
consider functional parameters and the ranking established
would be the presented one before, otherwise, the system will
obtain those non-functional parameters selected by the user.

Often users don’t select the most appropriate non-functional
parameters, for this reason the system will give to each non-
functional parameter a weighing in the ranking generation.
Although all parameters are going to be considered, the highest
weighing is for those selected by end user. In summary, the
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ranking of non-functional parameters is obtained taking into
account the selected and non-selected parameters and their
respective service values, then is generate a list of services
with the best non-functional values. Finally, through a factor
named tuning factor, is obtained the final ranking which joins
functional and non-functional parameters. The tuning factor
gives greater or lesser weight to a given ranking, depending
on the configuration system input made by user. This phase
is also related with a Service Logic Execution Environment
SLEE, specifically JAIN-SLEE, which is characterized as an
execution environment with low latency, high performance and
synchronously event orientation. With this is intended that,
once services are discovered and ranked, is necessary to have
an execution interface to each detected service, in the case
where they were going to be executed in the association phase.

We argue that requests can be enriched with non-functional
parameters, in order to provide optimum results that best fit to
end user requirements, since such properties are very important
for better understanding of the user’s request, because they
represent features such as quality, efficiency, availability, etc.

D. Association phase

This is the last stage of the system and begins with the
Generic Flow Generator module. It receives as input, terms
classified as Control words obtained from NER through NLA
phase. The module infers a basic structure of ordered oper-
ations that represents the basic control flow, useful for the
service composition process, which is performed once the
most relevant atomic services have been retrieved. The Flow-
Ranking Associator module receives as inputs the service
ranking from the semantic matching phase and the basic
control flow (obtained from the previous module) in order
to generate the services generic control flow (stored in Flow
Ranking Repository) which in turn represents the output of the
entire system.

VI. CASE STUDY

This section describes the functionality of the proposed
architecture through an example that details each of the
phases of the general process for automatic service retrieval
in converged environments through natural language requests.
To do so, consider the following situation. Suppose that an
executive requires a service to coordinate meetings and obtain
meetings reports. The executive requests from his cell phone
by using natural language, the following: ”I want to receive
traffic reports of Bogotd via messages, minutes before the
meeting and if I have not made it to the meeting, I want to
receive audio content of the decisions taken.”

A. Information Retreival with Natural Language Analysis

1) Tokenizer: Considered as the first NLP operation to be
performed in processing of the request (result 1 in the Figure
3), the result obtained by identifying each “atomic” unit is as
follows. "I - Want - to - receive - traffic - reports - of - Bogotd
- via - messages - , - minutes - before - the - meeting - and -
if - I - have - not - made - it - to - the - meeting - , - I - want
- to - receive - audio - content - of - the - decisions - taken ”
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2) Filter Words: Following the idea of [17], it is necessary
to remove common words of the request or words that do not
add significant meaning, to not create noise in the final result,
removing the following words: ”I, want, to, of, have, to, I,
want, to, of” Thus, the result is (part of the significant terms
are shown as result 2 in the Figure 3): “receive - traffic -
reports - Bogotd - via - messages - , - minutes - before - the -
meeting - and - if — not - made - it -the - meeting - , - receive
- audio - content - the - decisions - taken”

3) Words Tagging: Given the possibility of ambiguous
words, it is necessary to perform a tagging process to help
clarify this ambiguity. Thus, the words from the previous
module are classified according to the grammatical category
handled by GATE annotations [33]. The result obtained after
performing the POST procedure (Part of Speech Tagging) is
(result 3 in the Figure 3) shown in the Table 1.

4) Named Entity Recognition: In the process to extract
word entities with the annotated words resulting from the
previous module, the system classifies words into functional
or control categories, for the classification of functional cate-
gories, the terms are annotated based on service interface, i.e.,
through its inputs, outputs and behavior (service functionality).
Therefore, if the term corresponds to an input or output
parameter, then it is annotated as “inputoutput”, and if the
term corresponds to a behavior parameter, it is annotated as
“behavior”. The Gazetter makes the classification for matches
between the terms obtained from the previous module and
terms obtained from the Gazetter lists, the matching terms
are annotated with majortype annotations, which define the
type of the list, i.e., the categories “control”, "inputoutput”
and “behavior” and minortype (specific annotations), that

Receive-receiv
1(— Coreferencer

\
\
\
N
N
S

Example of the Natural Language Analysis Module.

represent subcategories as: location, person, number, devices,
food, etc. For this case in particular, the Gazetter annotates the
word Bogotd with a majortype “inputoutput” and minortype
”location”, and annotates the terms “messages”, “traffic”,
“reports” as part of the behavior category without additional
subcategories. In addition, the gazetter finds that the word
“before” is in the list called control.lst so it is also annotated
with a majortype “control”.

To complement the Gazetter, we use Java Annotation Pat-
terns Engine (JAPE). JAPE provides ?nite state transduction
over annotations based on regular expressions [34]. For exam-
ple, we define that tokens tagged as verb by Gate (VB, VBD,
VBG, VBN, and VBZ [33]) and without majortype annotations
provided by the Gazetter, are annotated as a behavior term. The
terms “receive” and “meeting”, fulfill with this rule and are
annotated as behavior terms. Another rule defined with JAPE
is that tokens of type punctuation are listed as terms of control
(e.g., commas are grouped in this category).

Finally, considering the order of words, blocks of terms are
created in a separated way by the annotations of control, the
result is shown in the Table II.(The first Block with the control
terms are represented as the result 4 in the Figure 3).

5) Semantic Analyzer: At this point, we detail the sense
disambiguation of the words classified as functional, based on
dictionary definitions [35], using the Lesk algorithm [36]. This
algorithm is based on the assumption that words that co-occur
in a phrase tend to share the same topic. In our proposal, the
disambiguation process of a term is performed with the Lesk
algorithm and WordNet 1.7, which takes as input the words
from the NER module and counts the number of common
words between the terms from the NER module and each
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TABLE I
WORDS TAGGING RESULTS

No  Tag Type Tag
1 VBP receive
2 NN traffic
3 NNS reports
4 NNP Bogota
5 IN via
6 NNS messages
7 , ,
8 RB before
9 DT the
10 NN meeting
11 CC and
12 IN if
13 RB not
14 VBD made
15 PRP it
16 DT the
17 VBG meeting
18 VBP receive
19 ARl audio
20 NN content
21 DT the
22 NNS decisions
23 VBN taken

sense of the ambiguous word given by the dictionary. Finally,
the highest scoring sense (the greater number of common
words) is selected. For this example, “report” can be verb
or noun, and may have several meanings: a written document
describing the findings of some individual or group, a short
account of the news, the act of informing by verbal, a sharp
explosive sound (especially the sound of a gun firing), card a
written evaluation of a student’s scholarship and deportment,
etc. Thus, from which the system determines the first choice
as relevant to this case. This and other disambiguated terms
are shown in the result 5 of the Figure 3. Consequently,
the first term of type noun, from the correct sense given by
the algorithm, is added to the blocks previously created to
improve the search in the matching module; therefore, in the
example, the word ”document”, which correspond to the sense
of the term “report”, is added to the terms to be used in the
matching and is also added to the category that belongs the
term “report”, i.e., the category behavior.

TABLE 11
NAMED ENTITY RECOGNITION RESULTS

Block | Category Terms
Receive
Functional-Behavior Traffic
I Reports
Messages
Functional-InputOutput-Location | Bogotd
Control s
9 Functional-InputOutput-Time Before
Control Minutes

6) Normalization Tags: The system uses the Porter algo-
rithm inside GATE, provided through the snowball project
[37] to make the process of stemming. The Porter algorithm
removes affixes using rules and lists of words following the
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pattern of algorithms known as affix removals [38]. Although
the algorithm used in the system is one of the most simple,
has proven to be as good as other algorithms in assessments
of precision and recall for information retrieval [39].

In the example, the terms of interest to normalize are those
classified as behavior or inputoutput. These terms represent
the request made by the executive. The rules used by the
algorithm are based on the “measure” (m) of the word, which
corresponds to the number of vowels that are followed by a
consonant character; for example, the term “receive” when
m is greater than 1, the algorithm replaces the suffix e by
null, resulting “receiv”. Other terms such as "messages” and
”minutes” can accomplish several conditions of the algorithm:
initially the S suffix of these terms is replaced by null, resulting
“"message” and “minute” terms respectively, where the final
result given by the algorithm are the terms “messag” and
“minut”. Other terms are treated similar depending on their
fulfillment with the rules defined by the algorithm, some of
these terms are shown as the result 6 in the Figure 3. Finally,
the terms are added to the blocks as the terms of the semantic
analyzer.

7) Coreferencer: With this module, the system generates
additional annotations of type co-reference, such annotations
indicate the pairs pronoun/entity, where the entity is the
antecedent that refers to the pronoun. In the example, "it”
in the context "if I have not made it to the meeting” has
a notation (Behavior type ENTITY_MENTION_TYPE with
matches in the position [118, 125]) that corresponds to the
word “meeting” indicating that the pronoun ”it” refers to
“meeting”.

B. Recommender

1) Service Recommender: The terms classified as func-
tional are used to search recommendations in the Flow Rank-
ing Repository, from previous results made by other users.
A feature has been added to the system, common in lot of
web tools and services. It consists in a simple autocomplete
feature which takes as input the terms stored in the Flow
Ranking Repository to recommend terms of service while the
user types the request. Consider that while the user texts "want
to receive traff”, the system will suggest the option “traffic”
according to previous requests made by other users stored in
the repository Another kind of recommendation comes after
sending the request to the system, considering the case for the
existence of some match with the words: “traffic reports” the
result shown to the executive is a list of generic flows with
services, outcome from previous requests by other users of the
system (see Figure 4).

If the executive doesn’t select any recommendation, so the
remaining processing continues

2) Non Functional Requirements Recommender: This rec-
ommender searches non functional parameters from the Non
Functional Repository using the terms classified as functional,
the result considering the case for the existence of matches
with the words: “traffic reports” is as follows: ”Precision, real-
time, cost ...” The executive chooses the option “precision” and
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Fig. 4. Results of the Service Recommender Module

it is accepted by the system.

C. Semantic comparison between the processed request and
Service Cluster

1) Matcher functional requirements: The input for this
stage is represented by the output given by the NLA module
(Table III). At this point, we consider that social software

TABLE III
OuTPUT GIVEN BY THE NLA MODULE

Block Terms
Receive
Traffic
Reports
Messages
Functional-Behavior Receive

1 Messag
Document
Communication
Aggregation
Report
Bogota
Minutes
Minut
Time
Meeting
Gathering
Meet
Meeting
Meet

It

Receive
Audio
Content
Taken
Receiv

Category

Functional-InputOutput

2 Functional-InputOutput

3 Functional-Behavior

4 Functional-Behavior

5 Functional-Behavior

has some disadvantages (ambiguity, variation of terms, and flat
organization of tags). Works as [40] exceed the limitations with
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TABLE IV
RELEVANT SERVICES FOR THE RANKING PROCESS

Block | Service Name

PostltService

Description

Creates messages and re-
ceive new answers.
Provides report data and
network usage data.
Offers a reliable, highly
scalable hosted queue for
storing messages as they
travel between computers.
Webservice to receive
newest deals, top deals,
categories, and so on.
Answers on messages.
Gest five day weather re-
port for a given zipcode.
Airport Gets Airport Code, City-
2 OrAirport Name, Coun-
try, Country Abbrv, Coun-
tryCode,GMT Offset Run-
way Length in Feet, Run-
way Elevation in Feet.
Returns the current time.
Retrieves informattion for
the stocks that are traded
on the Island ECN mar-
ketplace.

Information on committee
meetings of the Washing-
ton State Legislature.
Information on committee
meetings of the Washing-
ton State Legislature.
PostItService Creates messages and re-
5 ceive new answers.
Perceval_VoIP_manage Downloads message audio
file.

Exposes Amazon’s prod-
uct data and e-commerce
functionality.

ReportingService

QueueService

DealService_v1

TopLabService
USWeather

HeaderTimeService
StrikeIronReal TimeQuery

3 CommitteeMeetingService

4 CommitteeMeetingService

AWSECommerceService

semantic technologies, so that knowledge sources enrich the
tagspaces semantically. In [41], the approach addresses the fact
that one tag can sometimes be mapped to different Wordnet
synsets, where each synset corresponding to one meaning of
the tag. Following the former idea, our system enriches the
terms obtained from the Natural Language Analyzer module,
expanding the search with sources of knowledge (Flickr and
Wordnet).

In this way, the limitations of social software are partially
overcome. Hence, from the terms obtained, the system classi-
fies services: a service is classified as relevant or not depending
on whether it shares some terms of input, output or behavior
(service interface) with the terms of the expanded user search.
Once the algorithm for classification of services is applied, a
relevant set of services to each block is obtained. The services
used in this example are taken from seekda information system
[42], the result is presented in the Table IV.

Note that, the classification component uses the obtained
services for the ranking process. Thus, the algorithm gives
more importance to those services that match both input-output
and behavior parameters with the user’s search terms than
those that only match one of the two categories. The result of
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TABLE V
RANGING OFF SERVICES CONSIDERING ONLY FUNCTIONAL
PARAMETERS

Block | Service Ranking

. ReportingService

. QueueService

. DealService_v1

. PostItService

. TopLabService

. USWeather report

. HeaderTimeService

. StrikeIronReal TimeQuery
. Airport

. CommitteeMeetingService
. CommitteeMeetingService
. Perceval_VoIP_manage

. PostlItService

. AWSECommerceService

(98]

N

[38)
W === = WA W=

TABLE VI
RANGING OFF SERVICES CONSIDERING ONLY FUNCTIONAL
PARAMETERS

Block | Service Name

. ReportingService

. DealService_v1

. QueueService

. PostItService

. USWeather

. TopLabService

. StrikeIronReal TimeQuery
. HeaderTimeService

. Airport

. CommitteeMeetingService
. CommitteeMeetingService
. Perceval_VoIP_manage

. PostlItService

. AWSECommerceService

(98]

IN

(3]
W N === DN =Wk W =

the ranking process considering only the functional parameters
is shown in the Table V.

2) Ranking Generator: The generated ranking is subjected
to a tuning based on the non-functional parameters chosen
by the user. In this case, the executive chose the parameter
“precision” of three available parameters (precision, real-time
and cost). The final ranking has two components, the original
ranking and the new ranking function generated with non-
functional parameters, this function gives more weight to the
services that have the precision as a non-functional parameter.
As result we obtain the new reordered ranking (Table VI).

It is worth noting that the words are stored as terms of
service interface, in order to speed up the fulfillment of future
requests.

D. Retrieval-based Association

1) Flow Ranking Generator: The input for the final stage
are the control terms that separate the service blocks retrieved
in the previous module: , (Control) - before (Control) - and
(Control) - if (Control) - not (Control) -, (Control). These terms
are mapped to the most primitive workflow patterns described
in [43]. The sequential pattern with the terms like and, before
or commas, draws blocks one after the other in the order in
which they are defined. The parallel pattern with therms like
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or, draws the blocks in the same level and share the same root.
The other pattern that we consider was the conditional pattern
with therms like if, the pattern draws a block and bellow it,
follows a parallel pattern to the others blocks.

As a result, the system creates a generic flow composed by
five blocks, separated by control terms detected by the system:

Block 1 Separator Term: , (Control).

Block 2 Separator Term: before (Control).

Block 3 Separator Terms: and (Control) - if (Control) - not
(Control).

Block 4 Separator Term: , (Control).

The result is shown in the Figure 5.

The reason why we choose to make a flowchart of basic
components instead of standardized diagrams as UML, was
because we consider that the flowchart is simpler to understand
for end users. The generated graph has simple conventions: it
represents the start and end nodes with a circle, the blocks
of services that follow sequential or parallel patterns are
represented as rectangles and the block with a conditional
pattern is drawn as a rhomb.

2) Flow Ranking Associator: In this phase, the system
replaces the generic blocks generated in the previous phase, for
the block of retrieved services, with the exception of the start
and end nodes. The result obtained is shown in the Figure 5.
The conditional blocks, as the other blocks show the user the
mapping of its queries in a generic flow, but the execution
of the services is performed only in two ways: sequential
and parallel. In the case of conditional blocks, the system
executes the first service of the block in a sequential manner,
the other blocks also execute the first service following one
of the patterns. The execution of the services is performed
by two different clients developed: one for web services,
which selects the operation most similar to the service name
and creates default values for the input; the other one for
Telecommunication capabilites sends a Soap message to a
Service Logic Execution Environment (SLEE) with the name
of the service, and this executes the service with a default
agent. In both cases, the responses are returned to the system.
This way the user can see its logic request translated to
a diagram and the response of the services. The services
response is stored in a file indicating the name of the service,
its response and the flow pattern that followed (sequential or
parallel), this file and the graphic file are sent to the cell
phone to be visualized by the user. This way, the user can
retrieve services available on dynamic and varied context, see
its functionality through the result after its execution and be
useful to perform a formal composition process.

3) Result Storage: The terms are stored keeping a rela-
tionship with the services that were retrieved with the flow
generated, given the possibility of future requests, in order to
reduce processing time.

VII. EXPERIMENTAL STUDY

In this section, we present a perception of the quality of
output according to the input, through two different evaluations
of the first architecture phase (Analysis of Natural Language)
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to determine also the viability of our proposal. Initially to
the first evaluation, we took the most important module for
the analysis of natural language requests; this module was
Named Entity Recognition and was chosen, taking into account
different features such as adaptation and relevance in the
phase. The assessment was focused on measuring the accuracy
of the system to classify entities that have already been defined
by experts. Based on the measures defined in [44], [45]:
Precision is the ratio of the number of correct words annotated
as the entity by the system and the number of annotations of
the entity given by the system, and the Recall is defined as the
ratio between the number of correct words annotated as the
entity by the system and the number of annotations of words
as a specific entity given by the user. To develop the evaluation
was used a corpus, obtained from different descriptions of the
Google Play services. We use as a search parameter key words
that were on the lists of the Gazetter. A Java program was
implemented, to create the corpus from the android services
description. The program removes useless characters leaving
7355 words.

The Behavior entities considered are: message, call, maps,
email, music, send, video, messenger and sms; the In-
put/Output entities considered are: location, person, number
and time; and the Control entities: before, however, if, or, and
while.

With this in mind, experts who evaluated the system man-
ually attributed annotations to the entities that describe the
service interface (Input-Output, Behavior). Such assignments
were performed according to the types of entities or words
specified. The results for the NER evaluation are shown in
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Table X, where: Entity Made by the System (EMS), Correct
Entity by the System (CES) and Entity Given by the User
(EGU) The second one is a general evaluation about user’s

TABLE VII
NER EVALUATION RESULTS

Entity Precision Recall EMS CES EGU
message 1 0,67 4 4 6
call 1 1 9 9 9
maps 1 1 14 14 14
email 1 0,67 6 69
music 1 0,89 17 17 19
send 1 0,94 18 18 19
video 1 0,52 11 11 21
messenger 0,9 0,36 10 9 25
sms 0,74 123 17 17
location 0,17 0,01 6 1 78
person 0,06 1 117 7 7
number 0,62 1 141 88 88
time 0,47 0,19 38 18 92
before 1 1 3 3 3
however 1 1 1 1 1
if 1 0,67 4 4 6
or 0,97 1 39 38 38
while 1 1 2 2 2

satisfaction, unlike to the precision and recall evaluation
presented before. At first, we collect a set of forty five (45)
requests in natural language from several Web users, collected
from a survey that asked them, about the possible requests
they would do to a retrieval service system in their mobile
devices. In this vein, is important to consider that system will
only understand readable and meaningful requests; however,
in the case where a meaningless or misspell sentences be
entered, the system will try to process them, in order to deliver
consistent results to the user’s request. All requests were
categorized in high, medium and low scope, i.e., according
to its content. Low scope represents requests without sense or
without real services which cannot be implemented because
its complexity (e.g., How do I fix this problem?), medium
scope refers to incomplete or ambiguous service requests,
which can be executed, but not in an ideal way (e.g., How
do I get to ”x site”?), and finally high scope request, are
those which contains an adequate and reliable information of
services (as the request shown in the example given). From
former categories were selected randomly eight (8) answers,
which became in input’s system. To each request was obtained
a set of properties and characteristics (e.g., word’s grammatical
category, number of identified services, etc.) which were being
given by the system. To the evaluation, two important aspects
were considered. In one side, we looked at classification of
input words, organized in these groups: Behavior, Input/Output
and Control. In the other side, we review the number of
services identified and the words included in them.

Once taking all output system, ten human experts, with high
knowledge in this subject, evaluated the outputs obtained by
system. Experts were selected from research group named GIT
(Group of Telematic Engineering) from Cauca’s University,
who work in the area of telematic services.

2012, © Copyright by authors, Published under agreement with IARIA - www.iaria.org



100 7

90 7

80 7

70 +

60 +

50 - M Agreed

Percent

40 - M Disagreed

30 1

20 ~

10 +

Behavior Input/Output Control

Category

Fig. 6. Word classification satisfaction

Historical examples of this kind of evaluation methodolo-
gies are exemplified by “the fiuma comparative evaluation
of parsers of French (Abeillé), "the fi or competition of
morphological analyzers for German” or “’the Morpholympics
(Hauser)” [39]. Thus, in order to determine trends of system’s
outputs, a survey was developed and applied to the above
mentioned experts, in December of 2011. The survey applied
to experts consisted of eight questions; each one represented
the processing of only one request, and shows the classification
of words from the sentences and the identification of the
number of services. Two different sections can be recognized
in the survey. The first one identifies words from input
sentences that can be classified into behavior, input/output
and control categories: Control words, Behavior words and
Input/Output words. Experts have chosen, if they were agreed
or disagreed with each proposed classification system. Percents
of satisfaction are showed in Figure 6, where it is possible to
show that higher percent of agreed selection was in Control
category with a 91.6% and the lower one was presented in
Behavior category with 68.1%. Also, in Input/Output category
the 81.2% were agreed with the proposed selection. In the
same way, experts were asked if they were agreed or disagreed
with the number of services identified and the words detected
in each service. Results in Figure 7, showed that 86.1% of
experts considered that the number of services identified were
optimums, while 13.8% not, and on the other hand 62.9% con-
template as adequate the classification of words in each service
against a 37.0%. The other section of the survey, evaluates in
general terms, whether the system is consider as excellent,
good, regular or a bad system, according to all identification,
selection and classifications parameters that were used. For
this, the Figure 8 shows both outcomes, degree of satisfaction
in number of services and words classification. In both cases
was observed that most of the experts considered the system
as good with a total of 41.6% and 59.7% respectively and
only a minority considered a bad system with 2.7% and
1.3%. From this study we are able to determine if word’s
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classification was optimums or not. Thus, results showed that
Behavior classification had the lowest level of acceptance by
experts, demonstrating the need to improve all the set of words
and rules that govern and compose this category. This also
implies that for subsequent tasks, specifically to development
of matching phase, we must establish a higher percent of
weigh to all Input/Output words, because they obtained better
acceptance than behavior. Regarding identification of Control
words, the percent of agreed is high, ensuring that control
flow will be correctly established. In general terms the cate-
gorization of a good system by majority of experts, shows the
adequate performance of the system, although can be improved
in some aspects like rules definition, Gazetters lists, patterns
and others related to increase exactitude levels.

VIII. CONCLUSION

This study presented a novel approach which facilitates the
service retrieval process in converged environments, reducing
complexity and habitual restrictions on incoming requests.
Thereby, inexperienced users can express their needs in natural
language, unlike other solutions that use templates restricting
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user’s expression. The system also takes into account from user
request, functional and non-functional parameters, to enrich
and give higher accuracy to retrieval service process.

The proposed system, processes requests made from mobile
devices, and delivers a generic control flow as output, which
contains the most suitable services to the users. From user’s
request analysis, we obtained a set of words classified in
three different groups: Behavior, Control and Input/Output,
which are used into matching module, to compare with char-
acterization services tags. In the same way the folksonomy-
based matchmaking, allowed an improvement of the system,
by adapting to dynamic vocabulary and reducing the one used
by end users.

In the proposed experimental study, where was assessed the
quality of the outputs system, trends among experts revealed
good acceptance in most of evaluated aspects, all above 55%.
However, the survey also showed that Behavior classification
must be improved to increase performance and accuracy of
service retrieval.

The study of diverse techniques and related works, showed
that implementing natural language analysis for service se-
lection process, is efficient since it enhances and facilitates
the processes, reducing the time required, complexity and
increasing the number of eligible users. On the other hand, the
implementation of a recommendation phase and auto-complete
module, facilitated the understanding and interaction with the
user, since it leads to formal elements in an informal request,
without establish limitations in capturing requirements.

The proposed semantic words enrichment, increased ac-
curacy in syntactic matching process, because when users
enter words in a request, often they do not match the terms
that describe services in the repository. Finally, the inclusion
of non-functional properties in the service retrieval process,
allows obtain not only the most related services to requests
users, but also ensures that these services are the most optimal
in terms of availability, response time documentation and other
non-functional parameters.

IX. FUTURE WORK

As a complementary work, we can consider the enhance-
ment of natural language phase, considering a module with
more specific rules, to obtain higher accuracy of retrieval
words. Natural Language Analysis phase could be also im-
proved adding a module which detects meaningless request or
incoherent and misspelled requests, to filter them and avoid
the whole retrieval process of the system. As future work,
the prototype can be extended to other language like Spanish,
German, Mandarin, etc. Also the number of services and their
respective descriptions (Functional and Non-functional prop-
erties) can be expanded involving other types of repositories
which can enrich the current records.

As shown in the description, the system only executes
services in an isolated manner, so for future work could
be consider the execution of services taking into account
the interfaces of the services such as, input/output features,
respecting the order indicated in the generic control flow.
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The generation of control flow, can be improved taking
into account service interfaces. Finally for future work can
be established and developed the other phases that composed
the architecture as recommender phase, matching phase and
association phase, to complete all functionality for which it
was designed.
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